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Master of Deceit: J. Aronson, Marc
9.0
Edgar Hoover and
America in the Age
of Lies
"King, there is only one thing left for you to do. You know
what it is. . . . You better take it before your filthy, abnormal,
fraudulent self is bared to the nation."
Dr. Martin Luther King received this demand in an anonymous
letter in 1964. He believed that the letter was telling him to
commit suicide. Who wrote this anonymous letter? The FBI.
And the man behind it all was J. Edgar Hoover, the FBI's first
director. In this unsparing exploration of one of the most
powerful Americans of the twentieth century, accomplished
historian Marc Aronson unmasks the man behind the Bureauhis tangled family history and personal relationships; his own
need for secrecy, deceit, and control; and the broad trends in
American society that shaped his world. Hoover may have
given America the security it wanted, but the secrets he knew
gave him
— and the Bureau — all the power he wanted. Using
photographs, cartoons, movie posters, and FBI transcripts,
Master of Deceit gives readers the necessary evidence to
make their own conclusions. Here is a book about the
twentieth century that blazes with questions and insights
about our choices in the twenty-first.
Back matter includes an epilogue, an author's note, source
notes, and a bibliography.

Honey Bees:
Buchmann,
9.0
Letters from the
Stephen
Hive
In Honey Bees: Letters From the Hive, bee expert Stephen
Buchmann takes readers on an incredible tour. Enter a
beehive--one part nursery, one part honey factory, one part
queen bee sanctum--then fly through backyard gardens, open
fields, and deserts where wildflowers bloom. It's fascinating-and delicious!
Hailed for their hard work and harmonious society, bees make
possible life on earth as we know it. This fundamental link
between bees and humans reaches beyond biology to our
environment and our culture: bees have long played
important roles in art, religion, literature, and medicine--and,
of course, in the kitchen.
For honey fanatics and all who have a sweet tooth, this book
not only entertains and enlightens but also reminds us of the
fragility of humanity's relationship with nature. Includes
illustrations and photographs throughout.

In the Garden of
Larson, Erik
9.7
Beasts: Love,
Terror, and an
American Family in
Hitler's Berlin
A mild-mannered professor from Chicago, Dodd brings along
his wife, son, and flamboyant daughter, Martha. At first
Martha is entranced by the parties and pomp, and the
handsome young men of the Third Reich with their infectious
enthusiasm for restoring Germany to a position of world
prominence. Enamored of the "New Germany," she has one
affair after another, including with the suprisingly honorable
first chief of the Gestapo, Rudolf Diels. But as evidence of
Jewish persecution mounts, confirmed by chilling first-person
testimony, her father telegraphs his concerns to a largely
indifferent State Department back home. Dodd watches with
alarm as Jews are attacked, the press is censored, and drafts
of frightening new laws begin to circulate. As that first year
unfolds and the shadows deepen, the Dodds experience days
full of excitement, intrigue, romance--and ultimately, horror,
when a climactic spasm of violence and murder reveals Hitler's
true character and ruthless ambition.
Suffused with the tense atmosphere of the period, and with
unforgettable portraits of the bizarre Göring and the
expectedly charming--yet wholly sinister--Goebbels, In the
Garden of Beasts lends a stunning, eyewitness perspective on
events as they unfold in real time, revealing an era of
surprising nuance and complexity. The result is a dazzling,
addictively readable work that speaks volumes about why the
world did not recognize the grave threat posed by Hitler until
Berlin, and Europe, were awash in blood and terror.

