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A Wolf Called 
Wander 

Parry, Rosanne 4.3 

A New York Times bestseller 
 
"Don't miss this dazzling tour de force."—Katherine Applegate, 
Newbery Medal winning author of The One and Only Ivan 
 
This gripping novel about survival and family is based on the 
real story of one wolf's incredible journey to find a safe place 
to call home. Illustrated throughout, this irresistible tale by 
award-winning author Rosanne Parry is for fans of Sara 
Pennypacker's Pax and Katherine Applegate's The One and 
Only Ivan. 
 
Swift, a young wolf cub, lives with his pack in the mountains 
learning to hunt, competing with his brothers and sisters for 
hierarchy, and watching over a new litter of cubs. Then a rival 
pack attacks, and Swift and his family scatter. 
 
Alone and scared, Swift must flee and find a new home. His 
journey takes him a remarkable one thousand miles across the 
Pacific Northwest. The trip is full of peril, and Swift encounters 
forest fires, hunters, highways, and hunger before he finds his 
new home. 
 
Inspired by the extraordinary true story of a wolf named OR-7 
(or Journey), this irresistible tale of survival invites readers to 
experience and imagine what it would be like to be one of the 
most misunderstood animals on earth. This gripping and 
appealing novel about family, courage, loyalty, and the natural 
world is for fans of Fred Gipson's Old Yeller and Katherine 
Applegate's Endling. 
 
Includes black-and-white illustrations throughout and a map 
as well as information about the real wolf who inspired the 
novel. 

  



 

Three Bird 
Summer 

St. Antoine, Sara 4.6 

An introspective boy and an adventurous girl uncover a 
poignant family mystery during a summer on the shores of 
Three Bird Lake. For as long as he can remember, Adam and 
his parents have spent their summers at his grandmother's 
rustic cabin on Three Bird Lake. But this year will be different. 
There will be no rowdy cousins running around tormenting 
Adam. There will be no Uncle John or Aunt Jean. And there'll 
be no Dad to fight with Mom. This year, the lake will belong 
just to Adam. But then Adam meets Alice, the girl next door, 
who seems to want to become friends. Alice looks just like the 
aloof, popular girls back home—what could he and she 
possibly have in common? Turns out, Alice isn't like the girls 
back home. She's frank, funny, and eager for adventure. And 
when Adam's grandma starts to leave strange notes in his 
room—notes that hint at a hidden treasure somewhere at the 
lake and a love from long ago—Alice is the one person he can 
rely on to help solve the mysteries of Three Bird Lake. 

 

The Lemonade 
Crime 

Davies, Jacqueline 4.5 

Following the laws of our legal system, Evan and Jessie's 
fourth grade class concocts a courtroom on the playground, 
putting Scott Spencer, alleged thief, on trial. They create a 
legitimate courtroom—with a judge, witnesses, a jury of their 
peers—and surprising consequences. 
 
As she explores the difficulties of fairness, Jacqueline Davies 
once again reveals how good she is at understanding the 
complex emotions of children this age. 

  



 

Race to the Sun Roanhorse, 
Rebecca 

4.6 

Lately, seventh grader Nizhoni Begay has been able to detect 
monsters, like that man in the fancy suit who was in the 
bleachers at her basketball game. Turns out he's Mr. Charles, 
her dad's new boss at the oil and gas company, and he's 
alarmingly interested in Nizhoni and her brother, Mac, their 
Navajo heritage, and the legend of the Hero Twins. Nizhoni 
knows he's a threat, but her father won't believe her. When 
Dad disappears the next day, leaving behind a message that 
says "Run!", the siblings and Nizhoni's best friend, Davery, are 
thrust into a rescue mission that can only be accomplished 
with the help of Diné Holy People, all disguised as quirky 
characters. Their aid will come at a price: the kids must pass a 
series of trials in which it seems like nature itself is out to kill 
them. If Nizhoni, Mac, and Davery can reach the House of the 
Sun, they will be outfitted with what they need to defeat the 
ancient monsters Mr. Charles has unleashed. But it will take 
more than weapons for Nizhoni to become the hero she was 
destined to be . . . Timeless themes such as the importance of 
family and respect for the land resonate in this funny, fast-
paced, and exciting quest adventure set in the American 
Southwest. 

  



 

The Benefits of 
Being an Octopus 

Braden, Ann 4.9 

Named an NPR Best Book of 2018 
Named to the Bank Street List for Best Children's Books of 
2019 
Named to the Vermont Dorothy Canfield Fisher List 
Named to the Maine's Student Book Award List 
Named to the Rhode Island Middle School Book Award 2020 
List 
2020 Oklahoma Sequoyah Book Award Nominee 
Some people can do their homework. Some people get to 
have crushes on boys. Some people have other things they've 
got to do. 
Seventh-grader Zoey has her hands full as she takes care of 
her much younger siblings after school every day while her 
mom works her shift at the pizza parlor. Not that her mom 
seems to appreciate it. At least there's Lenny, her mom's 
boyfriend—they all get to live in his nice, clean trailer. 
At school, Zoey tries to stay under the radar. Her only friend 
Fuchsia has her own issues, and since they're in an entirely 
different world than the rich kids, it's best if no one notices 
them. 
Zoey thinks how much easier everything would be if she were 
an octopus: eight arms to do eight things at once. Incredible 
camouflage ability and steady, unblinking vision. Powerful 
protective defenses. 
Unfortunately, she's not totally invisible, and one of her 
teachers forces her to join the debate club. Even though Zoey 
resists participating, debate ultimately leads her to see things 
in a new way: her mom's relationship with Lenny, Fuchsia's 
situation, and her own place in this town of people who think 
they're better than her. Can Zoey find the courage to speak 
up, even if it means risking the most stable home she's ever 
had? 
This moving debut novel explores the cultural divides around 
class and the gun debate through the eyes of one girl, living on 
the edges of society, trying to find her way forward. 

  



 

The Mystery of 
Black Hollow Lane 

Nobel, Julia 4.4 

The first in an exciting new series, this suspenseful debut 
brings readers on a journey filled with secrets, mystery, and 
unforgettable characters. 
 
With a dad who disappeared years ago and a mother who's a 
bit too busy to parent, Emmy is shipped off to Wellsworth, a 
prestigious boarding school in England, where she's sure she 
won't fit in. 
 
But then she finds a box of mysterious medallions in the attic 
of her home—medallions that belonged to her father. Her 
father who may have gone to Wellsworth. 
 
When she arrives at school, she finds the strange symbols 
from the medallions etched into walls and books, which leads 
Emmy and her new friends, Jack and Lola, to Wellsworth's 
secret society: The Order of Black Hollow Lane. Emmy can't 
help but think that the society had something to do with her 
dad's disappearance, and that there may be more than just 
dark secrets in the halls of Wellsworth... 

 

Smack Dab in the 
Middle of Maybe 

Hackl, Jo Watson 4.7 

Eleven days. Thirteen clues. And one kid who won't give up. 
Smack Dab in the Middle of Maybe is "part treasure hunt, part 
wilderness adventure, and all heart."—Alan Gratz, New York 
Times Bestselling author of Refugee 
How far would you go to find something that might not even 
exist? 
All her life, Cricket's mama has told her stories about a secret 
room painted by a mysterious artist. Now Mama's run off, and 
Cricket thinks the room might be the answer to getting her to 
come back. If it exists. And if she can find it. 
Cricket's only clue is a coin from a grown-over ghost town in 
the woods. So with her daddy's old guidebook and a coat full 
of snacks stolen from the Cash 'n' Carry, Cricket runs away to 
find the room. Surviving in the woods isn't easy. While Cricket 
camps out in an old tree house and looks for clues, she meets 
the last resident of the ghost town, encounters a poetry-loving 
dog (who just might hold a key to part of the puzzle), and 
discovers that sometimes you have to get a little lost . . . to 
really find your way. 

  



 

Curious George 
Discovers Germs 

Rey, H.A. 4.6 

In this exciting new Curious George series all about discovery, 
George comes down with a cold and can't wait to feel better. 
In the meantime, it's straight to bed for this monkey. But 
when George drifts to sleep, his dreams take him on a wild 
ride inside the body to learn all about germs, how they affect 
us, and how to avoid and get rid of them. Based on the Emmy-
winning PBS show, this story is filled to the brim with 
additional facts, real photos, experiments, activities, and 
more. Learning about science has never been so much fun! 

 

Your Respiratory 
System Works! 

Brett, Flora 4.4 

The respiratory system is the breathing control center of the 
body. With engaging text, fun facts, and infographics, learn 
how oxygen goes from your lungs to your cells. 

  



 

What If It's Us Albertalli, Becky 4.0 

ARTHUR is only in New York for the summer, but if Broadway 
has taught him anything, it's that the universe can deliver a 
showstopping romance when you least expect it. 
 
BEN thinks the universe needs to mind its business. If the 
universe had his back, he wouldn't be on his way to the post 
office carrying a box of his ex-boyfriend's things. 
 
But when Arthur and Ben meet-cute at the post office, what 
exactly does the universe have in store for them . . . ? 
 
Maybe nothing. After all, they get separated. 
 
Maybe everything. After all, they get reunited. 
 
But what if they can't nail a first date even after three do-
overs? 
 
What if Arthur tries too hard to make it work and Ben doesn't 
try hard enough? 
 
What if life really isn't like a Broadway play? 
 
But what if it is? 
 
What if it's us? 

 

The Vanishing Stair Johnson, Maureen 4.8 

The Truly Devious case—an unsolved kidnapping and triple 
murder that rocked Ellingham Academy in 1936—has 
consumed Stevie for years. It's the very reason she came to 
the academy. But then her classmate was murdered, and her 
parents quickly pull her out of school. For her safety, they say. 
She must move past this obsession with crime. 
 
Stevie's willing to do anything to get back to Ellingham, be 
back with her friends, and solve the Truly Devious case. Even if 
it means making a deal with the despicable Senator Edward 
King. And when Stevie finally returns, she also returns to 
David: the guy she kissed, and the guy who lied about his 
identity—Edward King's son. 
 
But larger issues are at play. Where did the murderer hide? 
What's the meaning of the riddle Albert Ellingham left behind? 
And what, exactly, is at stake in the Truly Devious affair? The 
Ellingham case isn't just a piece of history—it's a live wire into 
the present. 

  



 

Miles Morales: 
Spider-Man 

Reynolds, Jason 4.9 

"Everyone gets mad at hustlers, especially if you're on the 
victim side of the hustle. And Miles knew hustling was in his 
veins." Miles Morales is just your average teenager. Dinner 
every Sunday with his parents, chilling out playing old-school 
video games with his best friend, Ganke, crushing on brainy, 
beautiful poet Alicia. He's even got a scholarship spot at the 
prestigious Brooklyn Visions Academy. Oh yeah, and he's 
Spider Man. But lately, Miles's spidey-sense has been on the 
fritz. When a misunderstanding leads to his suspension from 
school, Miles begins to question his abilities. After all, his dad 
and uncle were Brooklyn jack-boys with criminal records. 
Maybe kids like Miles aren't meant to be superheroes. Maybe 
Miles should take his dad's advice and focus on saving himself. 
As Miles tries to get his school life back on track, he can't 
shake the vivid nightmares that continue to haunt him. Nor 
can he avoid the relentless buzz of his spidey-sense every day 
in history class, amidst his teacher's lectures on the historical 
"benefits" of slavery and the importance of the modern-day 
prison system. But after his scholarship is threatened, Miles 
uncovers a chilling plot, one that puts his friends, his 
neighborhood, and himself at risk. It's time for Miles to suit 
up. 

 

Opposite of Always Reynolds, Justin A. 4.3 

When Jack and Kate meet at a party, bonding until sunrise 
over their mutual love of Froot Loops and their favorite flicks, 
Jack knows he's falling—hard. Soon she's meeting his best 
friends, Jillian and Franny, and Kate wins them over as easily 
as she did Jack. 
 
But then Kate dies. And their story should end there. 
 
Yet Kate's death sends Jack back to the beginning, the 
moment they first meet, and Kate's there again. Healthy, 
happy, and charming as ever. Jack isn't sure if he's losing his 
mind. 
 
Still, if he has a chance to prevent Kate's death, he'll take it. 
Even if that means believing in time travel. However, Jack will 
learn that his actions are not without consequences. And 
when one choice turns deadly for someone else close to him, 
he has to figure out what he's willing to do to save the people 
he loves. 

  



 

Monday's Not 
Coming 

Jackson, Tiffany D. 4.3 

Monday Charles is missing, and only Claudia seems to notice. 
Claudia and Monday have always been inseparable—more 
sisters than friends. So when Monday doesn't turn up for the 
first day of school, Claudia's worried. 
 
When she doesn't show for the second day, or second week, 
Claudia knows that something is wrong. Monday wouldn't just 
leave her to endure tests and bullies alone. Not after last 
year's rumors and not with her grades on the line. Now 
Claudia needs her best—and only—friend more than ever. But 
Monday's mother refuses to give Claudia a straight answer, 
and Monday's sister April is even less help. 
 
As Claudia digs deeper into her friend's disappearance, she 
discovers that no one seems to remember the last time they 
saw Monday. How can a teenage girl just vanish without 
anyone noticing that she's gone? 

 

Thirteen 
Doorways, Wolves 
Behind Them All 

Ruby, Laura 4.9 

When Frankie's mother died and her father left her and her 
siblings at an orphanage in Chicago, it was supposed to be 
only temporary—just long enough for him to get back on his 
feet and be able to provide for them once again. That's why 
Frankie's not prepared for the day that he arrives for his 
weekend visit with a new woman on his arm and out-of-state 
train tickets in his pocket. 
 
Now Frankie and her sister, Toni, are abandoned alongside so 
many other orphans—two young, unwanted women doing 
everything they can to survive. 
 
And as the embers of the Great Depression are kindled into 
the fires of World War II, and the shadows of injustice, 
poverty, and death walk the streets in broad daylight, it will be 
up to Frankie to find something worth holding on to in the 
ruins of this shattered America—every minute of every day 
spent wondering if the life she's able to carve out will be 
enough. 
 
I will admit I do not know the answer. But I will be watching, 
waiting to find out. 
 
That's what ghosts do. 

  



 

I'm Not Dying With 
You Tonight 

Segal, Gilly 4.3 

Over the course of one night, two girls with two very different 
backgrounds must rely on each other to get through the 
violent race riot that has enveloped their city. 
 
Lena has her killer style, her awesome boyfriend, and a plan. 
She knows she's going to make it big. Campbell, on the other 
hand, is just trying to keep her head down and get through the 
year at her new school. 
 
When both girls attend the Friday-night football game, what 
neither expects is for everything to descend into sudden mass 
chaos. Chaos born from violence and hate. Chaos that 
unexpectedly throws them together. 
 
They aren't friends. They hardly understand the other's point 
of view. But none of that matters when the city is up in flames, 
and they only have each other to rely on if they're going to 
survive the night. 

 

Prisoner B-3087 Gratz, Alan 4.9 

10 concentration camps. 10 different places where you are 
starved, tortured, and worked mercilessly. It's something no 
one could imagine surviving. But it is what Yanek Gruener has 
to face. As a Jewish boy in 1930s Poland, Yanek is at the mercy 
of the Nazis who have taken over. Everything he has, and 
everyone he loves, have been snatched brutally from him. And 
then Yanek himself is taken prisoner — his arm tattooed with 
the words PRISONER B-3087. He is forced from one 
nightmarish concentration camp to another, as World War II 
rages all around him. He encounters evil he could have never 
imagined, but also sees surprising glimpses of hope amid the 
horror. He just barely escapes death, only to confront it again 
seconds later. Can Yanek make it through the terror without 
losing his hope, his will — and, most of all, his sense of who he 
really is inside? Based on an astonishing true story. 

  



 

The Girl in the 
Locked Room: A 
Ghost Story 

Hahn, Mary 
Downing 

4.3 

Ghost story master Mary Downing Hahn unrolls the 
suspenseful, spine-chilling yarn of a girl imprisoned for more 
than a century, the terrifying events that put her there, and a 
friendship that crosses the boundary between past and 
present. 

 

Stepsister Donnelly, Jennifer 4.7 

Isabelle should be blissfully happy-she's about to win the 
handsome prince. Except Isabelle isn't the beautiful girl who 
lost the glass slipper and captured the prince's heart. She's the 
ugly stepsister who cut off her toes to fit into Cinderella's shoe 
. . . which is now filling with blood. 
Isabelle tried to fit in. She cut away pieces of herself in order 
to become pretty. Sweet. More like Cinderella. But that only 
made her mean, jealous, and hollow. Now she has a chance to 
alter her destiny and prove what ugly stepsisters have always 
known: it takes more than heartache to break a girl. 
Evoking the darker, original version of the Cinderella story, 
Stepsister shows us that ugly is in the eye of the beholder, and 
uses Jennifer Donnelly's trademark wit and wisdom to send an 
overlooked character on a journey toward empowerment, 
redemption . . . and a new definition of beauty. 

  



 

A Monster Calls Ness, Patrick 4.8 

NOW A #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER! An unflinching, 
darkly funny, and deeply moving story of a boy, his seriously ill 
mother, and an unexpected monstrous visitor, featuring 
stunning artwork by Jim Kay. 
 
At seven minutes past midnight, thirteen-year-old Conor 
wakes to find a monster outside his bedroom window. But it 
isn't the monster Conor's been expecting— he's been 
expecting the one from his nightmare, the nightmare he's had 
nearly every night since his mother started her treatments. 
The monster in his backyard is different. It's ancient. And wild. 
And it wants something from Conor. Something terrible and 
dangerous. It wants the truth. From the final idea of award-
winning author Siobhan Dowd— whose premature death from 
cancer prevented her from writing it herself— Patrick Ness has 
spun a haunting and darkly funny novel of mischief, loss, and 
monsters both real and imagined. 

 

Slider Hautman, Pete 4.3 

Competitive eating vies with family expectations in a funny, 
heartfelt novel for middle-grade readers by National Book 
Award winner Pete Hautman. 
 
David can eat an entire sixteen-inch pepperoni pizza in four 
minutes and thirty-six seconds. Not bad. But he knows he can 
do better. In fact, he'll have to do better: he's going to 
compete in the Super Pigorino Bowl, the world's greatest 
pizza-eating contest, and he has to win it, because he 
borrowed his mom's credit card and accidentally put $2,000 
on it. So he really needs that prize money. Like, yesterday. As 
if training to be a competitive eater weren't enough, he's also 
got to keep an eye on his little brother, Mal (who, if the family 
believed in labels, would be labeled autistic, but they don't, so 
they just label him Mal). And don't even get started on the 
new weirdness going on between his two best friends, Cyn 
and HeyMan. Master talent Pete Hautman has whipped up a 
rich narrative shot through with equal parts humor and 
tenderness, and the result is a middle-grade novel too 
delicious to put down. 

  



 

Speak Anderson, Laurie 
Halse 

4.5 

"Speak up for yourself--we want to know what you have to 
say." From the first moment of her freshman year at 
Merryweather High, Melinda knows this is a big fat lie, part of 
the nonsense of high school. She is friendless, outcast, 
because she busted an end-of-summer party by calling the 
cops, so now nobody will talk to her, let alone listen to her. As 
time passes, she becomes increasingly isolated and practically 
stops talking altogether. Only her art class offers any solace, 
and it is through her work on an art project that she is finally 
able to face what really happened at that terrible party: she 
was raped by an upperclassman, a guy who still attends 
Merryweather and is still a threat to her. Her healing process 
has just begun when she has another violent encounter with 
him. But this time Melinda fights back, refuses to be silent, 
and thereby achieves a measure of vindication. In Laurie Halse 
Anderson's powerful novel, an utterly believable heroine with 
a bitterly ironic voice delivers a blow to the hypocritical world 
of high school. She speaks for many a disenfranchised 
teenager while demonstrating the importance of speaking up 
for oneself. 

  



 

Tristan Strong 
Punches a Hole in 
the Sky 

Mbalia, Kwame 4.8 

Best-selling author Rick Riordan presents Kwame Mbalia's epic 
fantasy, a middle grade American Gods set in a richly-
imagined world populated with African American folk heroes 
and West African gods. Seventh grader Tristan Strong feels 
anything but strong ever since he failed to save his best friend 
when they were in a bus accident together. All he has left of 
Eddie is the journal his friend wrote stories in. Tristan is 
dreading the month he's going to spend on his grandparents' 
farm in Alabama, where he's being sent to heal from the 
tragedy. But on his first night there, a sticky creature shows up 
in his bedroom and steals Eddie's notebook. Tristan chases 
after it—is that a doll?—and a tug-of-war ensues between 
them underneath a Bottle Tree. In a last attempt to wrestle 
the journal out of the creature's hands, Tristan punches the 
tree, accidentally ripping open a chasm into the MidPass, a 
volatile place with a burning sea, haunted bone ships, and iron 
monsters that are hunting the inhabitants of this world. 
Tristan finds himself in the middle of a battle that has left 
black American folk heroes John Henry and Brer Rabbit 
exhausted. In order to get back home, Tristan and these new 
allies will need to entice the god Anansi, the Weaver, to come 
out of hiding and seal the hole in the sky. But bartering with 
the trickster Anansi always comes at a price. Can Tristan save 
this world before he loses more of the things he loves? 

  



 

Sal & Gabi Break 
the Universe 

Hernandez, Carlos 4.9 

Best-selling author Rick Riordan presents a brilliant sci-fi romp 
with Cuban influence that poses this question: What would 
you do if you had the power to reach through time and space 
and retrieve anything you want, including your mother, who is 
no longer living (in this universe, anyway)? How did a raw 
chicken get inside Yasmany's locker? When Sal Vidon meets 
Gabi Real for the first time, it isn't under the best of 
circumstances. Sal is in the principal's office for the third time 
in three days, and it's still the first week of school. Gabi, 
student council president and editor of the school paper, is 
there to support her friend Yasmany, who just picked a fight 
with Sal. She is determined to prove that somehow, Sal 
planted a raw chicken in Yasmany's locker, even though 
nobody saw him do it and the bloody poultry has since 
mysteriously disappeared. Sal prides himself on being an 
excellent magician, but for this sleight of hand, he relied on a 
talent no one would guess . . . except maybe Gabi, whose 
sharp eyes never miss a trick. When Gabi learns that he's 
capable of conjuring things much bigger than a chicken—
including his dead mother—and she takes it all in stride, Sal 
knows that she is someone he can work with. There's only one 
slight problem: their manipulation of time and space could put 
the entire universe at risk. A sassy entropy sweeper, a 
documentary about wedgies, a principal who wears a 
Venetian bauta mask, and heaping platefuls of Cuban food are 
just some of the delights that await in his mind-blowing novel 
gift-wrapped in love and laughter. 
 

 

The Best at It Pancholy, Maulik 4.0 

Rahul Kapoor is heading into seventh grade in a small town in 
Indiana. The start of middle school is making him feel 
increasingly anxious, so his favorite person in the whole world, 
his grandfather, Bhai, gives him some well-meaning advice: 
Find one thing you're really good at and become the BEST at it. 
 
Those four little words sear themselves into Rahul's brain. 
While he's not quite sure what that special thing is, he is 
convinced that once he finds it, bullies like Brent Mason will 
stop torturing him at school. And he won't be worried about 
staring too long at his classmate Justin Emery. With his best 
friend, Chelsea, by his side, Rahul is ready to crush this 
challenge.... But what if he discovers he isn't the best at 
anything? 
 
Funny, charming, and incredibly touching, this is a story about 
friendship, family, and the courage it takes to live your truth. 



 

Look Both Ways: A 
Tale Told in Ten 
Blocks 

Reynolds, Jason 4.8 

This story was going to begin like all the best stories. With a 
school bus falling from the sky. But no one saw it happen. 
They were all too busy— 
 
Talking about boogers. 
Stealing pocket change. 
Skateboarding. 
Wiping out. 
Braving up. 
Executing complicated handshakes. 
Planning an escape. 
Making jokes. 
Lotioning up. 
Finding comfort. 
But mostly, too busy walking home. 
 
Jason Reynolds conjures ten tales (one per block) about what 
happens after the dismissal bell rings, and brilliantly weaves 
them into one wickedly funny, piercingly poignant look at the 
detours we face on the walk home, and in life. 

 

House Arrest Holt, K.A. 4.0 

Timothy is on probation. It's a strange word—something that 
happens to other kids, to delinquents, not to kids like him. And 
yet, he is under house arrest for the next year. He must check 
in weekly with a probation officer and a therapist, and keep a 
journal for an entire year. And mostly, he has to stay out of 
trouble. But when he must take drastic measures to help his 
struggling family, staying out of trouble proves more difficult 
than Timothy ever thought it would be. By turns touching and 
funny, and always original, House Arrest is a middlegrade 
novel in verse about one boy's path to redemption as he 
navigates life with a sick brother, a grieving mother, and one 
tough probation officer. 

  



 

Genesis Begins 
Again 

Williams, Alicia D. 4.5 

This deeply sensitive and powerful debut novel tells the story 
of a thirteen-year-old who must overcome internalized racism 
and a verbally abusive family to finally learn to love herself. 
There are ninety-six things Genesis hates about herself. She 
knows the exact number because she keeps a list. Like #95: 
Because her skin is so dark, people call her charcoal and 
eggplant—even her own family. And #61: Because her family 
is always being put out of their house, belongings laid out on 
the sidewalk for the world to see. When your dad is a 
gambling addict and loses the rent money every month, 
eviction is a regular occurrence. 
 
What's not so regular is that this time they all don't have a 
place to crash, so Genesis and her mom have to stay with her 
grandma. It's not that Genesis doesn't like her grandma, but 
she and Mom always fight—Grandma haranguing Mom to 
leave Dad, that she should have gone back to school, that if 
she'd married a lighter skinned man none of this would be 
happening, and on and on and on. But things aren't all bad. 
Genesis actually likes her new school; she's made a couple 
friends, her choir teacher says she has real talent, and she 
even encourages Genesis to join the talent show. 
 
But how can Genesis believe anything her teacher says when 
her dad tells her the exact opposite? How can she stand up in 
front of all those people with her dark, dark skin knowing even 
her own family thinks lesser of her because of it? Why, why, 
why won't the lemon or yogurt or fancy creams lighten her 
skin like they're supposed to? And when Genesis reaches #100 
on the list of things she hates about herself, will she continue 
on, or can she find the strength to begin again? 

  



 

Wishtree Applegate, 
Katherine 

4.2 

Trees can't tell jokes, but they can certainly tell stories. . . . 
 
Red is an oak tree who is many rings old. Red is the 
neighborhood "wishtree"—people write their wishes on 
pieces of cloth and tie them to Red's branches. Along with her 
crow friend Bongo and other animals who seek refuge in Red's 
hollows, this "wishtree" watches over the neighborhood. 
 
You might say Red has seen it all. Until a new family moves in. 
Not everyone is welcoming, and Red's experiences as a 
wishtree are more important than ever. 
 
Funny, deep, warm, and nuanced, Wishtree is Newbery 
Medalist and New York Times–bestselling author Katherine 
Applegate at her very best—writing from the heart, and from 
a completely unexpected point of view. 

 

Just Ask! Be 
Different, Be 
Brave, Be You 

Sotomayor, Sonia 4.1 

Feeling different, especially as a kid, can be tough. But in the 
same way that different types of plants and flowers make a 
garden more beautiful and enjoyable, different types of 
people make our world more vibrant and wonderful. 
In Just Ask, United States Supreme Court Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor celebrates the different abilities kids (and people 
of all ages) have. Using her own experience as a child who was 
diagnosed with diabetes, Justice Sotomayor writes about 
children with all sorts of challenges—and looks at the special 
powers those kids have as well. As the kids work together to 
build a community garden, asking questions of each other 
along the way, this book encourages readers to do the same: 
When we come across someone who is different from us but 
we're not sure why, all we have to do is Just Ask. 

  



 

Nemesis Reichs, Brendan 4.3 

It's been happening since Min was eight. Every two years, on 
her birthday, a strange man finds her and murders her in cold 
blood. But hours later, she wakes up in a clearing just outside 
her tiny Idaho hometown—alone, unhurt, and with all 
evidence of the horrifying crime erased. 
 
Across the valley, Noah just wants to be like everyone else. 
But he's not. Nightmares of murder and death plague him, 
though he does his best to hide the signs. But when the world 
around him begins to spiral toward panic and destruction, 
Noah discovers that people have been lying to him his whole 
life. Everything changes in an eye blink. 
 
For the planet has a bigger problem. The Anvil, an enormous 
asteroid threatening all life on Earth, leaves little room for two 
troubled teens. Yet on her sixteenth birthday, as she cowers in 
her bedroom, hoping not to die for the fifth time, Min has had 
enough. She vows to discover what is happening in Fire Lake 
and uncovers a lifetime of lies: a vast conspiracy involving the 
sixty-four students of her sophomore class, one that may be 
even more sinister than the murders. 

 

Lucky Broken Girl Behar, Ruth 4.2 

In this unforgettable multicultural coming-of-age narrative—
based on the author's childhood in the 1960s—a young 
Cuban-Jewish immigrant girl is adjusting to her new life in New 
York City when her American dream is suddenly derailed. 
Ruthie's plight will intrigue readers, and her powerful story of 
strength and resilience, full of color, light, and poignancy, will 
stay with them for a long time. 
 
Ruthie Mizrahi and her family recently emigrated from 
Castro's Cuba to New York City. Just when she's finally 
beginning to gain confidence in her mastery of English—and 
enjoying her reign as her neighborhood's hopscotch queen—a 
horrific car accident leaves her in a body cast and confined her 
to her bed for a long recovery. As Ruthie's world shrinks 
because of her inability to move, her powers of observation 
and her heart grow larger and she comes to understand how 
fragile life is, how vulnerable we all are as human beings, and 
how friends, neighbors, and the power of the arts can sweeten 
even the worst of times. 

  



 

Lety Out Loud Cervantes, Angela 4.5 

Can Lety find her voice before it's too late? 
Lety Muñoz's first language is Spanish, and she likes to take 
her time putting her words together. She loves volunteering at 
the animal shelter because the dogs and cats there don't care 
if she can't always find the right words. When the shelter 
needs a volunteer to write animal profiles, Lety jumps at the 
chance. 
But classmate Hunter also wants to write profiles-so he 
devises a competition to determine the official shelter scribe. 
Whoever gets their animals adopted the fastest wins. Lety 
agrees, but she's worried that if the shelter finds out about the 
contest, they'll kick her out of the volunteer program. Then 
she'll never be able to adopt Spike, her favorite dog at the 
shelter! 

 

Scary Stories for 
Young Foxes 

Heidicker, 
Christian McKay 

4.4 

The haunted season has arrived in the Antler Wood. No fox kit 
is safe. 
 
When Mia and Uly are separated from their litters, they 
discover a dangerous world full of monsters. In order to find a 
den to call home, they must venture through field and forest, 
facing unspeakable things that dwell in the darkness: a zombie 
who hungers for their flesh, a witch who tries to steal their 
skins, a ghost who hunts them through the snow . . . and other 
things too scary to mention. 
 
Featuring eight interconnected stories and sixteen hauntingly 
beautiful illustrations, Scary Stories for Young Foxes contains 
the kinds of adventures and thrills you love to listen to beside 
a campfire in the dark of night. Fans of Neil Gaiman, Jonathan 
Auxier, and R. L. Stine have found their next favorite book. 

  



 

Whoosh! Lonnie 
Johnson's Super-
Soaking Stream of 
Inventions 

Barton, Chris 4.7 

A cool idea with a big splash   You know the Super Soaker. It's 
one of top twenty toys of all time. And it was invented entirely 
by accident. Trying to create a new cooling system for rockets, 
impressive inventor Lonnie Johnson instead created the 
mechanics for the iconic toy.   A love for rockets, robots, 
inventions, and a mind for creativity began early in Lonnie 
Johnson's life. Growing up in a house full of brothers and 
sisters, persistence and a passion for problem solving became 
the cornerstone for a career as an engineer and his work with 
NASA. But it is his invention of the Super Soaker water gun 
that has made his most memorable splash with kids and 
adults. 

 

Trouble Is a Friend 
of Mine 

Tromly, Stephanie 4.3 

When Philip Digby first shows up on her doorstep, Zoe 
Webster is not impressed. He's rude and he treats her like a 
book he's already read and knows the ending to. But before 
she knows it, Digby—annoying, brilliant and 
somehow...attractive? Digby—has dragged her into a series of 
hilarious and dangerous situations all related to an 
investigation into the kidnapping of a local teenage girl. A 
kidnapping that may be connected to the tragic disappearance 
of his own sister eight years ago. 
When it comes to Digby, Zoe just can't say no. Digby gets her, 
even though she barely gets herself. But is Digby a hero, or is 
his manic quest an indication of a desperate attempt to repair 
his broken family and exercise his own obsessive compulsive 
tendencies? 
A romance where the leading man is decidedly unromantic, a 
crime novel where catching the crook isn't the only hook, a 
friendship story where they aren't even sure they like each 
other—this is a contemporary debut with razor-sharp 
dialogue, ridiculously funny action, and the most charismatic 
dynamic duo you've ever met. 

  



 

Crazy Messy 
Beautiful 

Arcos, Carrie 4.4 

When your namesake is Pablo Neruda—the greatest love poet 
of all time—finding "the one" should be easy. After all, 
sixteen-year-old aspiring artist Neruda Diaz has been in love 
many times before. So it's only a matter of time before 
someone loves him back. 
 
Callie could be that someone. She's creative and edgy, and 
nothing like the girls Neruda typically falls for, so when a 
school assignment brings them together, he is pleasantly 
surprised to learn they have a lot in common. With his true 
love in reach and his artistic ambitions on track, everything is 
finally coming together. 
 
But as Neruda begins to fall faster and harder than ever 
before, he is blindsided by the complicated nature of love—
and art—in more ways than one. And when the relationships 
he's looked to for guidance threaten to implode, Neruda must 
confront the reality that love is crazier, messier, and more 
beautiful than he ever realized—and riskier, too, than simply 
saying the words. 

 

How the Cookie 
Crumbled: The 
True (and Not-So-
True) Stories of the 
Invention of the 
Chocolate Chip 
Cookie 

Ford, Gilbert 4.8 

In this unique and clever picture book, Gilbert Ford sheds a 
little light on everyone's favorite sweet treat—the chocolate 
chip cookie—and reminds readers everywhere that just 
because a story is told doesn't mean it's true. 
Crunch! Crunch! Crunch! 
Mmmmm! 
 
Everyone loves chocolate chip cookies! But not everyone 
knows where they came from. Meet Ruth Wakefield, the 
talented chef and entrepreneur who started a restaurant, 
wrote a cookbook, and invented this delicious dessert. But just 
how did she do it, you ask? That's where things get messy! 
 
So sit back and grab a cookie to read a story—or three—about 
how this round, crispy, chocolatey piece of perfection came to 
be. Which tale is true? Well, what do you think? 

  



 

Each Tiny Spark Cartaya, Pablo 4.4 

Emilia Torres has a wandering mind. It's hard for her to follow 
along at school, and sometimes she forgets to do what her 
mom or abuela asks. But she remembers what matters: a time 
when her family was whole and home made sense. When Dad 
returns from deployment, Emilia expects that her life will get 
back to normal. Instead, it unravels. 
Dad shuts himself in the back stall of their family's auto shop 
to work on an old car. Emilia peeks in on him daily, 
mesmerized by his welder. One day, Dad calls Emilia over. 
Then, he teaches her how to weld. And over time, flickers of 
her old dad reappear. 
But as Emilia finds a way to repair the relationship with her 
father at home, her community ruptures with some of her 
classmates, like her best friend, Gus, at the center of the 
conflict. 

 

Defy Me Mafi, Tahereh 4.7 

Juliette Ferrars isn't who she thinks she is. 
 
Nothing in her world is what it seemed. She thought she'd 
finally defeated the Reestablishment. She thought she'd finally 
taken control of her life, her power, and her pain. But Juliette 
has only just begun to unravel a lifetime of lies, and she finds 
herself faced with a familiar choice: 
 
Be a weapon. Or be a warrior. 
 
This time, she's not alone. Stronger, braver, and more resilient 
than ever, Juliette will fight for life and love with her friends by 
her side—but first, she has to survive the war being waged 
against her mind: 
 
She has to remember who she was. 

  



 

Muse and Reverie de Lint, Charles 4.8 

From the master of contemporary urban fantasy, a new 
collection of "Newford" stories 
 
The city of Newford could be any city in North America, 
bursting with music, commerce, art, love, hate, and, of course 
magic. Magic in the sidewalk cracks, myth at the foundations 
of its great buildings, enchantment in the spaces between its 
people. 
 
In novels like Moonheart, Forests of the Heart, The Onion Girl, 
and The Mystery of Grace, and in a series of story collections, 
urban fantasy master Charles de Lint has explored that magic 
and those spaces, bringing to life a tapestry of people from all 
walks of life, each looking for a spark of the miraculous to 
shape their lives and transform their fate. 
 
In Muse and Reverie, the fifth of the story collections, we 
reencounter old friends such as Jilly, Sophie, and the Crow 
Girls. We breathe in intimations of the world beyond death, 
and of magic beyond time. Longtime readers and newcomers 
alike will find themselves under Charles de Lint's unique spell. 

  



 

Small Spaces Arden, Katherine 4.1 

After suffering a tragic loss, eleven-year-old Ollie only finds 
solace in books. So when she happens upon a crazed woman 
at the river threatening to throw a book into the water, Ollie 
doesn't think—she just acts, stealing the book and running 
away. As she begins to read the slender volume, Ollie 
discovers a chilling story about a girl named Beth, the two 
brothers who both loved her, and a peculiar deal made with 
"the smiling man," a sinister specter who grants your most 
tightly held wish, but only for the ultimate price. 
Ollie is captivated by the tale until her school trip the next day 
to Smoke Hollow, a local farm with a haunting history all its 
own. There she stumbles upon the graves of the very people 
she's been reading about. Could it be the story about the 
smiling man is true? Ollie doesn't have too long to think about 
the answer to that. On the way home, the school bus breaks 
down, sending their teacher back to the farm for help. But the 
strange bus driver has some advice for the kids left behind in 
his care: "Best get moving. At nightfall they'll come for the rest 
of you." Nightfall is, indeed, fast descending when Ollie's 
previously broken digital wristwatch, a keepsake reminder of 
better times, begins a startling countdown and delivers a 
terrifying message: RUN. 
Only Ollie and two of her classmates heed the bus driver's 
warning. As the trio head out into the woods—bordered by a 
field of scarecrows that seem to be watching them—the bus 
driver has just one final piece of advice for Ollie and her 
friends: "Avoid large places. Keep to small." 
And with that, a deliciously creepy and hair-raising adventure 
begins. 

  



 

Maybe This Time West, Kasie 4.1 

One year. Nine events. Nine chances to . . . fall in love? 
Weddings. Funerals. Barbecues. New Year's Eve parties. Name 
the occasion, and Sophie Evans will be there. Well, she has to 
be there. Sophie works for the local florist, so she can be 
found at every big event in her small hometown, arranging 
bouquets and managing family dramas. 
Enter Andrew Hart. The son of the fancy new chef in town, 
Andrew is suddenly required to attend all the same events as 
Sophie. Entitled, arrogant, preppy Andrew. Sophie just wants 
to get her job done and finish up her sketches so she can apply 
to design school. But every time she turns around, there is 
Andrew, getting in her way and making her life more 
complicated. Until one day she wonders if maybe complicated 
isn't so bad after all . . . 
Told over the course of one year and following Sophie from 
event to event, this delightful novel from master of romantic 
comedy Kasie West shows how love can blossom in 
unexpected places. 

 

The Kissing Booth Reekles, Beth 4.4 

A cool, sexy romance novel written by seventeen-year-old 
British sensation Beth Reekles. 
Meet Rochelle "Elle" Evans: pretty, popular—and never been 
kissed. Meet Noah Flynn: badass, volatile—and a total player. 
When Elle decides to run a kissing booth at her school's Spring 
Carnival, she locks lips with Noah and her life is turned upside 
down. Her head says to keep away, but her heart wants to 
draw closer. This romance seems far from a fairy tale. 
Is Elle headed for heartbreak or will she get her happily ever 
after? 

  



 

Geekerella Poston, Ashley 4.6 

Part romance, part love letter to nerd culture, and all totally 
adorbs, Geekerella is a fairy tale for anyone who believes in 
the magic of fandom. Geek girl Elle Wittimer lives and 
breathes Starfield, the classic sci-fi series she grew up 
watching with her late father. So when she sees a cosplay 
contest for a new Starfield movie, she has to enter. The prize? 
An invitation to the ExcelsiCon Cosplay Ball, and a meet-and-
greet with the actor slated to play Federation Prince 
Carmindor in the reboot. With savings from her gig at the 
Magic Pumpkin food truck (and her dad's old costume), Elle's 
determined to win...unless her stepsisters get there first. 
 
Teen actor Darien Freeman used to live for cons—before he 
was famous. Now they're nothing but autographs and 
awkward meet-and-greets. Playing Carmindor is all he's ever 
wanted, but the Starfield fandom has written him off as just 
another dumb heartthrob. As ExcelsiCon draws near, Darien 
feels more and more like a fake—until he meets a girl who 
shows him otherwise. 

 

Rules for Vanishing Marshall, Kate 
Alice 

4.2 

Once a year, a road appears in the forest. And at the end of it, 
the ghost of Lucy Gallows beckons. Lucy's game isn't for the 
faint of heart. If you win, you escape with your life. But if you 
lose.... 
Sara's sister disappeared one year ago—and only Sara knows 
where she is. Becca went to find the ghost of Lucy Gallows and 
is trapped on the road that leads to her. In the sleepy town of 
Briar Glen, Lucy's road is nothing more than local lore. But 
Sara knows it's real, and she's going to find it. 
When Sara and her skeptical friends meet in the forest to 
search for Becca, the mysterious road unfurls before them. All 
they have to do is walk down it. But the path to Lucy is not of 
this world, and it has its own rules. Every mistake summons 
new horrors. Vengeful spirits and broken, angry creatures are 
waiting for them to slip, and no one is guaranteed safe 
passage. The only certainty is this: the road has a toll and it 
will be paid. 
Sara knows that if she steps onto the road, she might not 
come back. But Becca needs her. 
And Lucy is waiting. 

  



 

Five Dark Fates Blake, Kendare 4.6 

After the grim confrontation with Queen Katharine, the 
rebellion lies in tatters. Jules's legion curse has been unbound, 
and it is up to Arsinoe to find a cure, even as the responsibility 
of stopping the ravaging mist lies heavy on her shoulders, and 
her shoulders alone. Mirabella has disappeared. 
 
Katharine's reign remains intact—for now. When Mirabella 
arrives, seemingly under a banner of truce, Katharine begins 
to yearn for the closeness that Mirabella and Arsinoe share. 
But as the two circle each other, the dead queens hiss 
caution—Mirabella is not to be trusted. 
 
In this conclusion to the Three Dark Crowns series, three 
sisters will rise to fight as the secrets of Fennbirn's history are 
laid bare. Allegiances will shift. Bonds will be tested. But the 
fate of the island lies in the hands of its queens. It always has. 

 

Sweeping Up the 
Heart 

Henkes, Kevin 4.4 

Amelia Albright dreams about going to Florida for spring break 
like everyone else in her class, but her father—a cranky and 
stubborn English professor—has decided Florida is too much 
adventure. 
 
Now Amelia is stuck at home with him and her babysitter, the 
beloved Mrs. O'Brien. The week ahead promises to be boring, 
until Amelia meets Casey at her neighborhood art studio. 
Amelia has never been friends with a boy before, and the 
experience is both fraught and thrilling. When Casey claims to 
see the spirit of Amelia's mother (who died ten years before), 
the pair embarks on an altogether different journey in their 
attempt to find her. 
 
Using crisp, lyrical, literary writing and moments of humor and 
truth, award-winning author Kevin Henkes deftly captures 
how it feels to be almost thirteen. 
 
With themes of family, death, grief, creativity, and loyalty, 
Sweeping Up the Heart is for readers of Kate DiCamillo, 
Rebecca Stead, Lauren Wolk, Kimberly Brubaker Bradley, and 
Pam Muñoz Ryan. 

  



 

Rapunzel: Let 
Down Your Zip 
Wire! 

Brooke, Jasmine 4.8 

Trapped in her tower, Rapunzel has nothing but time to kill 
and hair to brush. But what if she could use her long locks to 
engineer an escape? In this retelling of the classic fairy tale, 
readers will use STEM problem-solving activities to help 
Rapunzel reach her happy ending! Engaging projects, such as 
testing a strand of hair's strength against cotton thread and 
designing a zip wire, introduce readers to key STEM concepts. 
Readers will love exercising their critical thinking and creativity 
to play a part in Rapunzel's story. Charming illustrations and 
the interactive format make this innovative book a valuable 
addition to any library. 

 

Here in the Real 
World 

Pennypacker, Sara 4.5 

Ware can't wait to spend summer "off in his own world"—
dreaming of knights in the Middle Ages and generally being 
left alone. But then his parents sign him up for dreaded Rec 
camp, where he must endure Meaningful Social Interaction 
and whatever activities so-called "normal" kids do. 
 
On his first day Ware meets Jolene, a tough, secretive girl 
planting a garden in the rubble of an abandoned church next 
to the camp. Soon he starts skipping Rec, creating a castle-like 
space of his own in the church lot. 
 
Jolene scoffs, calling him a dreamer—he doesn't live in the 
"real world" like she does. As different as Ware and Jolene are, 
though, they have one thing in common: for them, the lot is a 
refuge. 
 
But when their sanctuary is threatened, Ware looks to the 
knights' Code of Chivalry: Thou shalt do battle against 
unfairness wherever faced with it. Thou shalt be always the 
champion of the Right and Good—and vows to save the lot. 
 
But what does a hero look like in real life? And what can two 
misfit kids do? 

  



 

The Doughnut Fix Janowitz, Jessie 4.4 

Tristan isn't Gifted or Talented like his sister Jeanine, and he's 
always been okay with that because he can make a perfect 
chocolate chip cookie and he lives in the greatest city in the 
world. But his life takes a turn for the worse when his parents 
decide to move to middle-of-nowhere Petersville—a town 
with one street and no restaurants. It's like suddenly they're 
supposed to be this other family, one that can survive without 
bagels and movie theaters. 
 
His suspicions about his new town are confirmed when he's 
tricked into believing the local general store has life-changing 
chocolate cream doughnuts, when in fact the owner hasn't 
made them in years. And so begins the only thing that could 
make life in Petersville worth living: getting the recipe, making 
the doughnuts, and bringing them back to the town through 
his very own doughnut stand. But Tristan will soon discover 
that when starting a business, it helps to be both Gifted and 
Talented, and It's possible he's bitten off more than he can 
chew... 

  



 

All American Boys Reynolds, Jason 4.9 

In an unforgettable new novel from award-winning authors 
Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely, two teens—one black, one 
white—grapple with the repercussions of a single violent act 
that leaves their school, their community, and, ultimately, the 
country bitterly divided by racial tension. 
A bag of chips. That's all sixteen-year-old Rashad is looking for 
at the corner bodega. What he finds instead is a fist-happy 
cop, Paul Galluzzo, who mistakes Rashad for a shoplifter, 
mistakes Rashad's pleadings that he's stolen nothing for 
belligerence, mistakes Rashad's resistance to leave the bodega 
as resisting arrest, mistakes Rashad's every flinch at every 
punch the cop throws as further resistance and refusal to STAY 
STILL as ordered. But how can you stay still when someone is 
pounding your face into the concrete pavement? 
 
But there were witnesses: Quinn Collins—a varsity basketball 
player and Rashad's classmate who has been raised by Paul 
since his own father died in Afghanistan—and a video camera. 
Soon the beating is all over the news and Paul is getting 
threatened with accusations of prejudice and racial brutality. 
Quinn refuses to believe that the man who has basically been 
his savior could possibly be guilty. But then Rashad is absent. 
And absent again. And again. And the basketball team—half of 
whom are Rashad's best friends—start to take sides. As does 
the school. And the town. Simmering tensions threaten to 
explode as Rashad and Quinn are forced to face decisions and 
consequences they had never considered before. 
 
Written in tandem by two award-winning authors, this tour de 
force shares the alternating perspectives of Rashad and Quinn 
as the complications from that single violent moment, the 
type taken from the headlines, unfold and reverberate to 
highlight an unwelcome truth. 

  



 

The Last Kids on 
Earth and the 
Zombie Parade 

Brallier, Max 4.0 

The zombies are disappearing. This might seem like a good 
thing, since zombies eat your brains, but normal human kid 
Jack Sullivan is suspicious. He keeps hearing an eerie shrieking 
noise that seems to be almost summoning the zombies—but 
to where, and for what (probably) foul purpose? 
 
Jack, his three best friends (maybe the only people left on 
Earth), and their pet monster Rover need to get to the bottom 
of this. Along the way they encounter a lot more than they 
bargained for, including a giant Wormungulous, a pizza parlor 
monster hangout, an ancient evil who destroys worlds, and a 
stereo system that is totally the bomb. Can Jack figure out why 
the zombies are vanishing . . . before he and his friends are 
next? 

 

Insignificant Events 
in the Life of a 
Cactus 

Bowling, Dusti 4.6 

Aven Green loves to tell people that she lost her arms in an 
alligator wrestling match, or a wildfire in Tanzania, but the 
truth is she was born without them. And when her parents 
take a job running Stagecoach Pass, a rundown western theme 
park in Arizona, Aven moves with them across the country 
knowing that she'll have to answer the question over and over 
again. 
Her new life takes an unexpected turn when she bonds with 
Connor, a classmate who also feels isolated because of his 
own disability, and they discover a room at Stagecoach Pass 
that holds bigger secrets than Aven ever could have imagined. 
It's hard to solve a mystery, help a friend, and face your worst 
fears. But Aven's about to discover she can do it all . . . even 
without arms. 

  



 

 

The Last Kids on 
Earth and the 
Nightmare King 

Brallier, Max 4.3 

Life after the zombie apocalypse is pretty good for 13-year-old 
Jack Sullivan: he lives in a mind-clobberingly cool tree fort with 
his best friends, speeds through town playing Real-Life Mario 
Kart, has a crew of monster buddies, battles zombies on the 
regular, and generally treats life like it's a videogame! 
 
But then Jack's friends make a startling discovery: they may 
not be the last kids on earth, after all. This is great news for 
everyone... except Jack. Once they've found other humans, his 
friends won't stick around for long! Jack's only hope for 
keeping things the way they are is to prove that everything 
here is perfect, life is crazy fun, and nothing else could be any 
better. 
 
One problem: it's hard convincing his friends that everything is 
great when they're being hunted by a monstrous Nightmare 
King and an ancient evil who won't rest until Earth has been 
devoured. Crud! Maybe life after the monster apocalypse is 
more complicated than Jack thought... 

 

Not If I Save You 
First 

Carter, Ally 4.7 

Maddie thought she and Logan would be friends forever. But 
when your dad is a Secret Service agent and your best friend is 
the president's son, sometimes life has other plans. Before she 
knows it, Maddie's dad is dragging her to a cabin in the middle 
of the Alaskan wilderness. 
No phone. 
No Iinternet. 
And not a single word from Logan. 
Maddie tells herself it's okay. After all, she's the most popular 
girl for twenty miles in any direction. She has wood to cut and 
weapons to bedazzle. Her life is full. 
Until Logan shows up six years later . . . 
And Maddie wants to kill him. 
But before that can happen, an assailant appears out of 
nowhere, knocking Maddie off a cliff and dragging Logan to 
some unknown fate. Maddie knows she could turn back- and 
get help. But the weather is turning and the terrain will only 
get more treacherous, the animals more deadly. 
Maddie still really wants to kill Logan. 
But she has to save him first. 

  



 

Macarons at 
Midnight 

Nelson, Suzanne 4.5 

When Lise Santos stumbles into a bakery's midnight taste test, 
she meets a supercute boy. He's as sweet as the macarons 
they share, and Lise is totally smitten. She's pretty sure he is, 
too — but they never get a chance to exchange names. Now 
Lise has to find him again.... When Lise finally discovers who 
her mystery guy is, he's not at all what she expected — and 
suddenly they don't get along anymore! Things become even 
more complicated when her friend Viv starts to express 
interest in him. Now Lise's head and heart are all in a jumble. 
Can she gather the courage to admit her true feelings ... or is 
this a recipe for total disaster? 

 

Ella Enchanted Levine, Gail Carson 4.6 

At her birth, Ella of Frell receives a foolish fairy's gift—the 
"gift" of obedience. Ella must obey any order, whether it's to 
hop on one foot for a day and a half, or to chop off her own 
head! But strong-willed Ella does not accept her fate... 
 
Against a bold backdrop of princes, ogres, giants, wicked 
stepsisters, and fairy godmothers, Ella goes on a quest to 
break the curse forever. 

  



 

The Two 
Princesses of 
Bamarre 

Levine, Gail Carson 4.5 

A kingdom beset by monsters . . . 
A disease that weakens and destroys . . . 
An epic poem and a hero of long ago . . . 
A story of danger and desperation. 
 
The two princesses of Bamarre couldn't be more different. 
Princess Addie is fearful and shy. Her deepest wish is for 
safety. Princess Meryl is bold and brave. Her deepest wish is to 
save the kingdom of Bamarre. They are sisters, and they mean 
the world to each other. 
 
Then disaster strikes, and Addie—terrified and unprepared—
sets out on a perilous quest. In her path are monsters of 
Bamarre: ogres, specters, gryphons, and dragons. Addie must 
battle them, but time is running out, and the sisters' lives—
and Barmarre's fate—hang in the balance. 
 
Gail Carson Levine left her mark on fantasy with her well-loved 
1998 Newbery Honor Book Ella Enchanted. Now she has 
created another shimmering and tapestried landscape of 
fantasy and fairies. Bamarre and the journeys of its two 
princesses will burn themselves into the minds of readers, and 
all will relish this moving saga about two sisters groping their 
way toward heroism. 

 

This World We Live 
In 

Pfeffer, Susan Beth 4.2 

It's been a year since a meteor collided with the moon, 
catastrophically altering the earth's climate. For Miranda 
Evans, life as she knew it no longer exists. Her friends and 
neighbors are dead, the landscape is frozen, and food is 
increasingly scarce. 
 
The struggle to survive intensifies when Miranda's father and 
stepmother arrive with a baby and three strangers in tow. One 
of the newcomers is Alex Morales, and as Miranda's 
complicated feelings for him turn to love, his plans for his 
future thwart their relationship. Then a devastating tornado 
hits the town of Howell, and Miranda makes a decision that 
will change their lives forever. 

  



 

The Dead & the 
Gone 

Pfeffer, Susan Beth 4.3 

Susan Beth Pfeffer's Life as We Knew It enthralled and 
devastated readers with its brutal but hopeful look at an 
apocalyptic event—an asteroid hitting the moon, setting off a 
tailspin of horrific climate changes. Now this harrowing 
companion novel examines the same events as they unfold in 
New York City, revealed through the eyes of seventeen-year-
old Puerto Rican Alex Morales. When Alex's parents disappear 
in the aftermath of tidal waves, he must care for his two 
younger sisters, even as Manhattan becomes a deadly 
wasteland, and food and aid dwindle. 
 
With haunting themes of family, faith, personal change, and 
courage, this powerful novel explores how a young man takes 
on unimaginable responsibilities. 

 

Ali Cross Patterson, James 4.6 

Ali Cross has always looked up to his father, former detective 
and FBI agent Alex Cross. While solving some of the nation's 
most challenging crimes, his father always kept his head and 
did the right thing. Can Ali have the same strength and 
resolve? 
 
 
 
When Ali's best friend Abraham is reported missing, Ali is 
desperate to find him. At the same time, a string of burglaries 
targets his neighborhood—-and even his own house. With his 
father on trial for a crime he didn't commit, it's up to Ali to 
search for clues and find his friend. But being a kid sleuth isn't 
easy—-especially when your father warns you not to get 
involved!—-and Ali soon learns that clues aren't always what 
they seem. Will his detective work lead to a break in 
Abraham's case or cause even more trouble for the Cross 
family? 

  



 

Beyond Magenta: 
Transgender Teens 
Speak Out 

Kuklin, Susan 4.7 

A 2015 Stonewall Honor Book. A groundbreaking work of LGBT 
literature takes an honest look at the life, love, and struggles 
of transgender teens. Author and photographer Susan Kuklin 
met and interviewed six transgender or gender-neutral young 
adults and used her considerable skills to represent them 
thoughtfully and respectfully before, during, and after their 
personal acknowledgment of gender preference. Portraits, 
family photographs, and candid images grace the pages, 
augmenting the emotional and physical journey each youth 
has taken. Each honest discussion and disclosure, whether 
joyful or heartbreaking, is completely different from the other 
because of family dynamics, living situations, gender, and the 
transition these teens make in recognition of their true selves. 

 

Keeper of the Lost 
Cities 

Messenger, 
Shannon 

4.5 

In this riveting debut, a telepathic girl must figure out why she 
is the key to her brand-new world—before the wrong person 
finds the answer first. 
Twelve-year-old Sophie has never quite fit into her life. She's 
skipped multiple grades and doesn't really connect with the 
older kids at school, but she's not comfortable with her family, 
either. The reason? Sophie's a Telepath, someone who can 
read minds. No one knows her secret—at least, that's what 
she thinks... 
 
But the day Sophie meets Fitz, a mysterious (and adorable) 
boy, she learns she's not alone. He's a Telepath too, and it 
turns out the reason she has never felt at home is that, 
well...she isn't. Fitz opens Sophie's eyes to a shocking truth, 
and she is forced to leave behind her family for a new life in a 
place that is vastly different from what she has ever known. 
 
But Sophie still has secrets, and they're buried deep in her 
memory for good reason: The answers are dangerous and in 
high-demand. What is her true identity, and why was she 
hidden among humans? The truth could mean life or death—
and time is running out. 

  



 

Apples to Oregon Hopkinson, 
Deborah 

4.1 

When Papa decides to pull up roots and move from Iowa to 
Oregon, he can't bear to leave his precious apple trees behind. 
Or his peaches, plums, grapes, cherries, and pears. Oh, and he 
takes his family along too. 
 
But the trail is cruel. First there's a river to cross that's wider 
than Texas, then there are hailstones as big as plums, and then 
there's even a drought, sure to crisp the cherries. 
 
Luckily Delicious (the nonedible apple of Daddy's eye) won't 
let anything stop her father's darling saps from tasting the 
sweet Oregon soil. A hilarious tall tale from the team that 
brought you Fannie in the Kitchen that's loosely based on the 
life of a real fruiting pioneer. 

 

The Rest of the 
Story 

Dessen, Sarah 4.5 

Emma Saylor doesn't remember a lot about her mother, who 
died when she was ten. But she does remember the stories 
her mom told her about the big lake that went on forever, 
with cold, clear water and mossy trees at the edges. 
 
Now it's just Emma and her dad, and life is good, if a little 
predictable...until Emma is unexpectedly sent to spend the 
summer with her mother's family—her grandmother and 
cousins she hasn't seen since she was a little girl. 
 
When Emma arrives at North Lake, she realizes there are 
actually two very different communities there. Her mother 
grew up in working class North Lake, while her dad spent 
summers in the wealthier Lake North resort. The more time 
Emma spends there, the more it starts to feel like she is 
divided into two people as well. To her father, she is Emma. 
But to her new family, she is Saylor, the name her mother 
always called her. 
 
Then there's Roo, the boy who was her very best friend when 
she was little. Roo holds the key to her family's history, and 
slowly, he helps her put the pieces together about her past. 
It's hard not to get caught up in the magic of North Lake—and 
Saylor finds herself falling under Roo's spell as well. 
 
For Saylor, it's like a whole new world is opening up to her. But 
when it's time to go back home, which side of her will win 
out? 

  



 

Fame, Fate, and 
the First Kiss 

West, Kasie 4.0 

Lacey Barnes has dreamed of being an actress for as long as 
she can remember. So when she gets the opportunity to star 
in a movie alongside one of Hollywood's hottest actors, she 
doesn't hesitate to accept the part. 
 
But Lacey quickly learns that life in the spotlight isn't as 
picture perfect as she imagined. She's having trouble bonding 
with her costars, her father has hired the definition of a choir 
boy, Donavan Lake, to tutor her, and somewhere along the 
way she's lost her acting mojo. And just when it seems like 
things couldn't get any worse, it looks like someone on set is 
deliberately trying to sabotage her. 
 
As Lacey's world spins out of control, it feels like the only 
person she can count on—whether it's helping her try to 
unravel the mystery of who is out to get her or snap her out of 
her acting funk—is Donavan. But what she doesn't count on is 
this straight-laced boy becoming another distraction. 
 
With her entire future riding on this movie, Lacey knows she 
can't afford to get sidetracked by a crush. But for the first time 
in her life Lacey wonders if it's true that the best stories really 
do happen when you go off script. 

 

Listen to Your 
Heart 

West, Kasie 4.1 

Talking to other people isn't Kate Bailey's favorite activity. 
She'd much rather be out on the lake, soaking up the solitude 
and sunshine. So when her best friend, Alana, convinces Kate 
to join their high school's podcast, Kate is not expecting to be 
chosen as the host. Now she'll have to answer calls and give 
advice on the air? Impossible. But to Kate's surprise, she turns 
out to be pretty good at the hosting gig. Then the podcast gets 
in a call from an anonymous guy, asking for advice about his 
unnamed crush. Kate is pretty sure that the caller is gorgeous 
Diego Martinez, and even surer that the girl in question is 
Alana. Kate is excited for her friend . . . until Kate herself starts 
to develop feelings for Diego. Suddenly, Kate finds that while 
doling out wisdom to others may be easy, asking for help is 
tougher than it looks, and following your own advice is even 
harder. Kasie West's adorable story of secrets, love, and 
friendship is sure to win over hearts everywhere. 

  



 

Wished Calonita, Jen 4.4 

With big-time villains Rumpelstiltskin and Alva still on the 
loose and the citizens of Enchantasia on high alert, things at 
Fairy Tale Reform School have been a little...stressed. So when 
Maxine finds an old lamp that turns out to house an overly-
enthusiastic genie, she knows exactly what to do; wish for 
everyone to be happy! But the wish has some unexpected 
consequences...suddenly, ex-villains are singing, trolls and 
ogres are getting along, and the whole school is more focused 
on putting on a musical than figuring out how to deal with 
Rumpelstiltskin. 
 
Can Gilly help Maxine break the spell before it's too late? 

 

Pack of Dorks Vrabel, Beth 4.5 

Lucy knows that kissing Tom Lemmings behind the ball shed 
will make her a legend. But she doesn't count on that quick 
clap of lips propelling her from coolest to lamest fourth grader 
overnight. Suddenly Lucy finds herself trapped in Dorkdom, 
where a diamond ring turns your finger green, where the boy 
you kiss hates you three days later, where your best friend 
laughs as you cry, where parents seem to stop liking you, and 
where baby sisters are born different. 
Now Lucy has a choice: she can be like her former best friend 
Becky, who would do anything to claim her seat at the cool 
table in the cafeteria, or Lucy can pull up a chair among the 
solo eaters—also known as the dorks. Still unsure, Lucy 
partners with super quiet Sam Righter on a research project 
about wolves. Lucy connects her own school hierarchy with 
what she learns about animal pack life—where some wolves 
pin down weaker ones just because they can, and others risk 
everything to fight their given place in the pack. Soon Lucy 
finds her third option: creating a pack of her own, even if it is 
simply a pack of dorks. 
Weaving tough issues, including bullying, loyalty, and 
disability, with a thread of snarky humor, family bonds, and 
fresh perspective, Pack of Dorks paints characters coming-of-
age and coming-to-terms. Beth Vrabel's stellar debut 
contemporary middle grade novel is sure to please fans of Jack 
Gantos, Elizabeth Atkinson, and Judy Blume. 

  



 

Camp Dork Vrabel, Beth 4.3 

Sheldon convinces Lucy, Sam, April, and Amanda to join him at 
Camp Paleo. Like cavemen, the campers are going to have to 
make do without air conditioning, and they'll dig for fossils 
during the day. And Grandma's coming too—as the lunch lady 
for the camp next door. 
But Sam backs out at the last minute to attend a gymnastics 
camp instead. Lucy wonders why she misses him so much—it's 
not like he's her boyfriend. Why does the word "boyfriend" 
make her blush? She needs a distraction. 
Enter Mr. Bosserman, the grouchy camp leader who won't 
budge on the camp's caveman theme. The old man needs 
some softening up, and Lucy knows just the person for the job: 
Grandma. 
One successful match made, Lucy starts to see potential 
lovebirds everywhere. But when the wrong campers pair up, 
the pack falls apart, all under the watchful eye of a secret 
blogger who's been writing about the camp's activities. Even 
worse? A thief is targeting everyone but Lucy, setting her up 
to look guilty. Soon Lucy finds herself alone, left to fix the 
messes she's made. If she fails, the pack may be splintered for 
good. 

 

All the Rage Summers, 
Courtney 

4.5 

The sheriff's son, Kellan Turner, is not the golden boy 
everyone thinks he is, and Romy Grey knows that for a fact. 
Because no one wants to believe a girl from the wrong side of 
town, the truth about him has cost her everything-friends, 
family, and her community. Branded a liar and bullied 
relentlessly by a group of kids she used to hang out with, 
Romy's only refuge is the diner where she works outside of 
town. No one knows her name or her past there; she can 
finally be anonymous. But when a girl with ties to both Romy 
and Kellan goes missing after a party, and news of him 
assaulting another girl in a town close by gets out, Romy must 
decide whether she wants to fight or carry the burden of 
knowing more girls could get hurt if she doesn't speak up. 
Nobody believed her the first time-and they certainly won't 
now-but the cost of her silence might be more than she can 
bear. 
 
With a shocking conclusion and writing that will absolutely 
knock you out, Courtney Summers' new novel All the Rage 
examines the shame and silence inflicted upon young women 
in a culture that refuses to protect them. 

  



 

A Curse So Dark 
and Lonely 

Kemmerer, Brigid 4.2 

Fall in love, break the curse. 
 
It once seemed so easy to Prince Rhen, the heir to Emberfall. 
Cursed by a powerful enchantress to repeat the autumn of his 
eighteenth year over and over, he knew he could be saved if a 
girl fell for him. But that was before he learned that at the end 
of each autumn, he would turn into a vicious beast hell-bent 
on destruction. That was before he destroyed his castle, his 
family, and every last shred of hope. 
 
Nothing has ever been easy for Harper. With her father long 
gone, her mother dying, and her brother barely holding their 
family together while constantly underestimating her because 
of her cerebral palsy, she learned to be tough enough to 
survive. But when she tries to save someone else on the 
streets of Washington, DC, she's instead somehow sucked into 
Rhen's cursed world. 
 
Break the curse, save the kingdom. 
 
A prince? A monster? A curse? Harper doesn't know where 
she is or what to believe. But as she spends time with Rhen in 
this enchanted land, she begins to understand what's at stake. 
And as Rhen realizes Harper is not just another girl to charm, 
his hope comes flooding back. But powerful forces are 
standing against Emberfall . . . and it will take more than a 
broken curse to save Harper, Rhen, and his people from utter 
ruin. 

 

We Are the 
Gardeners 

Gaines, Joanna 4.6 

You and your children can learn all about the Gaines family's 
story of becoming gardeners in Joanna's first children's book—
starting with the first little fern Chip bought for Jo. Over the 
years, the family's love for gardening blossomed into what is 
now a beautiful, bustling garden. 
 
Julianna Swaney's illustrations bring the Gaines family garden 
to life with colorful, whimsical watercolors and invite you to 
enjoy the beauty of a thriving garden. 

  



 

Katt vs. Dogg Patterson, James 4.1 

Oscar is a happy dogg—-a rambunctious kid who loves being a 
Dogg Scout. Thanks to his family, he knows that snobby katts 
are good for nothing but chasing up trees. 
Molly is a clever katt who just knows she's destined for fame 
and fortune as an actress. She comes from a family of well-
bred katts who despise drooly, disgusting doggs! 
For their whole lives, Oscar and Molly have been told that 
katts and dogs hate each other. One day, they each get 
hopelessly lost in the woods, but those lifelong prejudices 
flare up when they cross paths. Slowly, they realize that the 
only way to survive and find their way home is to...work 
together?! 
 
 
 
Yeah, that's not going to happen! 

 

Her Right Foot Eggers, Dave 4.5 

If you had to name a statue, any statue, odds are good you'd 
mention the Statue of Liberty. Have you seen her? 
She's in New York. 
She's holding a torch. 
And she's taking one step forward. 
But why? 
In this fascinating, fun take on nonfiction, uniquely American 
in its frank tone and honest look at the literal foundation of 
our country, Dave Eggers and Shawn Harris investigate a 
seemingly small trait of America's most emblematic statue. 
What they find is about more than history, more than art. 
What they find in the Statue of Liberty's right foot is the 
powerful message of acceptance that is essential to an entire 
country's creation. Can you believe that? 

  



 

City of Ghosts Schwab, Victoria 4.8 
Ever since Cass almost drowned (okay, she did drown, 
but she doesn't like to think about it), she can pull back 
the Veil that separates the living from the dead . . . and 
enter the world of spirits. Her best friend is even a ghost. 
So things are already pretty strange. But they're about to 
get much stranger. 
When Cass's parents start hosting a TV show about the 
world's most haunted places, the family heads off to 
Edinburgh, Scotland. Here, graveyards, castles, and 
secret passageways teem with restless phantoms. And 
when Cass meets a girl who shares her "gift," she 
realizes how much she still has to learn about the Veil — 
and herself. 
And she'll have to learn fast. The city of ghosts is more 
dangerous than she ever imagined. 

 

The Forgetting Cameron, Sharon 4.8 

What isn't written, isn't remembered. Even your crimes. Nadia 
lives in the city of Canaan, where life is safe and structured, 
hemmed in by white stone walls and no memory of what 
came before. But every twelve years the city descends into the 
bloody chaos of the Forgetting, a day of no remorse, when 
each person's memories — of parents, children, love, life, and 
self — are lost. Unless they have been written. In Canaan, your 
book is your truth and your identity, and Nadia knows exactly 
who hasn't written the truth. Because Nadia is the only person 
in Canaan who has never forgotten. But when Nadia begins to 
use her memories to solve the mysteries of Canaan, she 
discovers truths about herself and Gray, the handsome 
glassblower, that will change her world forever. As the 
anarchy of the Forgetting approaches, Nadia and Gray must 
stop an unseen enemy that threatens both their city and their 
own existence - before the people can forget the truth. And 
before Gray can forget her. 

  



 

Comet Rising Connolly, 
MarcyKate 

4.9 

Emmeline and Lucas are safe from the evil Lady Aisling and her 
soldiers for the time being. The only thing that mars their 
peaceful life is Emmeline's imprisoned former shadow, Dar. 
 
Then one night the Cerelia Comet, the reason for their magical 
abilities, returns... but it's twelve years too early. The return of 
the comet can only mean one thing: Lady Aisling has a Sky 
Shaker under her control and is hoping for a new batch of 
talented children to add to her collection. 
 
Emmeline and Lucas decide to journey to find other magical 
children to help in the fight against Lady Aisling. But when Dar 
escapes, and the two friends realize many of the children they 
seek have already been taken, they know they are in for the 
fight of their lives. 

 

The Strange Case 
of Origami Yoda 

Angleberger, Tom 4.7 

In this funny, uncannily wise portrait of the dynamics of a 
sixth-grade class and of the greatness that sometimes comes 
in unlikely packages, Dwight, a loser, talks to his classmates via 
an origami finger puppet of Yoda. If that weren't strange 
enough, the puppet is uncannily wise and prescient. Origami 
Yoda predicts the date of a pop quiz, guesses who stole the 
classroom Shakespeare bust, and saves a classmate from 
popularity-crushing embarrassment with some well-timed 
advice. Dwight's classmate Tommy wonders how Yoda can be 
so smart when Dwight himself is so clueless. With 
contributions from his puzzled classmates, Tommy assembles 
this first case file in the blockbuster bestselling Origami Yoda 
series, written by Tom Angleberger, author of Star Wars: 
Return of the Jedi: Beware the Power of the Dark Side, and 
hailed by School Library Journal as "honest, funny, and 
immensely entertaining." 

  



 

Puddin' Murphy, Julie 4.9 

Millie Michalchuk has gone to fat camp every year since she 
was a little girl. Not this year. This year she has new plans to 
chase her secret dream of being a newscaster—and to kiss the 
boy she's crushing on. 
 
Callie Reyes is the pretty girl who is next in line for dance team 
captain and has the popular boyfriend. But when it comes to 
other girls, she's more frenemy than friend. 
 
When circumstances bring the girls together over the course 
of a semester, they surprise everyone (especially themselves) 
by realizing that they might have more in common than they 
ever imagined. 
 
A story about unexpected friendship, romance, and Texas-size 
girl power, this is another winner from Julie Murphy. 

 

P.S. I Like You West, Kasie 4.2 

Signed, sealed, delivered... While spacing out in Chemistry 
class, Lily scribbles some of her favorite song lyrics onto her 
desk. The next day, she finds that someone has continued the 
lyrics on the desk, and added a message to her. Intrigue! Soon, 
Lily and her anonymous pen pal are exchanging full-on letters 
— sharing secrets, recommending bands, and opening up to 
each other. Lily realizes she's kind of falling for this letter 
writer. Only who is he? As Lily attempts to unravel the 
mystery, and juggle school, friends, crushes, and her crazy 
family, she discovers that matters of the heart can't always be 
spelled out... Kasie West brings irresistible wit, warmth, and 
sparkle to this swoon-worthy story of love showing up when 
you least expect it. Praise for P.S. I Like You: "Lily is one of the 
funniest heroines I've met in a long time. This is my favorite 
Kasie West book yet!" — Miranda Kenneally, author of 
Catching Jordan "Clever and heartwarming. P.S. I love this 
book, and you will too!" — Lisa Schroeder, author of The 
Bridge from Me to You "Readers after an enjoyable beach 
romance won't go wrong with this." — Kirkus Reviews 

  



 

Hello, Universe Kelly, Erin Entrada 4.7 

Told from four intertwining points of view—two boys and two 
girls—the novel celebrates bravery, being different, and 
finding your inner bayani (hero). "Readers will be instantly 
engrossed in this relatable neighborhood adventure and its 
eclectic cast of misfits."—Booklist 
 
In one day, four lives weave together in unexpected ways. 
Virgil Salinas is shy and kindhearted and feels out of place in 
his crazy-about-sports family. Valencia Somerset, who is deaf, 
is smart, brave, and secretly lonely, and she loves everything 
about nature. Kaori Tanaka is a self-proclaimed psychic, whose 
little sister, Gen, is always following her around. And Chet 
Bullens wishes the weird kids would just stop being so 
different so he can concentrate on basketball. 
 
They aren't friends, at least not until Chet pulls a prank that 
traps Virgil and his pet guinea pig at the bottom of a well. This 
disaster leads Kaori, Gen, and Valencia on an epic quest to find 
missing Virgil. Through luck, smarts, bravery, and a little help 
from the universe, a rescue is performed, a bully is put in his 
place, and friendship blooms. 
 
The acclaimed and award-winning author of Blackbird Fly and 
The Land of Forgotten Girls writes with an authentic, 
humorous, and irresistible tween voice that will appeal to fans 
of Thanhha Lai and Rita Williams-Garcia. 

 

The Last Kids on 
Earth 

Brallier, Max 4.1 

Ever since the monster apocalypse hit town, average thirteen 
year old Jack Sullivan has been living in his tree house, which 
he's armed to the teeth with catapults and a moat, not to 
mention video games and an endless supply of Oreos and 
Mountain Dew scavenged from abandoned stores. But Jack 
alone is no match for the hordes of Zombies and Winged 
Wretches and Vine Thingies, and especially not for the eerily 
intelligent monster known only as Blarg. So Jack builds a team: 
his dorky best friend, Quint; the reformed middle school bully, 
Dirk; Jack's loyal pet monster, Rover; and Jack's crush, June. 
With their help, Jack is going to slay Blarg, achieve the 
ultimate Feat of Apocalyptic Success, and be average no 
longer! Can he do it? 
Told in a mixture of text and black-and-white illustration, this 
is the perfect book for any kid who's ever dreamed of starring 
in his or her own comic book or video game. And then grab 
the rest of the series, now a New York Times bestseller! 

  



 

The Next Person 
You Meet in 
Heaven 

Albom, Mitch 4.3 

In this enchanting sequel to the number one bestseller The 
Five People You Meet in Heaven, Mitch Albom tells the story 
of Eddie's heavenly reunion with Annie—the little girl he saved 
on earth—in an unforgettable novel of how our lives and 
losses intersect. 
 
Fifteen years ago, in Mitch Albom's beloved novel, The Five 
People You Meet in Heaven, the world fell in love with Eddie, a 
grizzled war veteran- turned-amusement park mechanic who 
died saving the life of a young girl named Annie. Eddie's 
journey to heaven taught him that every life matters. Now, in 
this magical sequel, Mitch Albom reveals Annie's story. 
 
The accident that killed Eddie left an indelible mark on Annie. 
It took her left hand, which needed to be surgically 
reattached. Injured, scarred, and unable to remember why, 
Annie's life is forever changed by a guilt-ravaged mother who 
whisks her away from the world she knew. Bullied by her 
peers and haunted by something she cannot recall, Annie 
struggles to find acceptance as she grows. When, as a young 
woman, she reconnects with Paulo, her childhood love, she 
believes she has finally found happiness. 
 
As the novel opens, Annie is marrying Paulo. But when her 
wedding night day ends in an unimaginable accident, Annie 
finds herself on her own heavenly journey—and an inevitable 
reunion with Eddie, one of the five people who will show her 
how her life mattered in ways she could not have fathomed. 
 
Poignant and beautiful, filled with unexpected twists, The Next 
Person You Meet in Heaven reminds us that not only does 
every life matter, but that every ending is also a beginning—
we only need to open our eyes to see it. 

  



 

A Dog's Way Home Cameron, W. 
Bruce 

4.9 

With four hundred miles of dangerous Colorado wilderness 
separating one brave dog from her beloved person, Bella sets 
off on a seemingly impossible and completely unforgettable 
adventure home. 
 
A Dog's Way Home is a beautifully told, charming tale that 
explores the unbreakable bond between us and those we love. 
This is a fantastic and exhilarating journey of the heart that 
brilliantly speaks to the incredible power of love and resilience 
of spirit that tie us together. 

 

I Am Not Your 
Perfect Mexican 
Daughter 

Sánchez, Erika L. 4.7 

Perfect Mexican daughters do not go away to college. And 
they do not move out of their parents' house after high school 
graduation. Perfect Mexican daughters never abandon their 
family. 
 
But Julia is not your perfect Mexican daughter. That was Olga's 
role. 
 
Then a tragic accident on the busiest street in Chicago leaves 
Olga dead and Julia left behind to reassemble the shattered 
pieces of her family. And no one seems to acknowledge that 
Julia is broken, too. Instead, her mother seems to channel her 
grief into pointing out every possible way Julia has failed. 
 
But it's not long before Julia discovers that Olga might not 
have been as perfect as everyone thought. With the help of 
her best friend Lorena, and her first love, first everything 
boyfriend Connor, Julia is determined to find out. Was Olga 
really what she seemed? Or was there more to her sister's 
story? And either way, how can Julia even attempt to live up 
to a seemingly impossible ideal? 

  



 

Dear Martin Stone, Nic 4.8 

Justyce McAllister is a good kid, an honor student, and always 
there to help a friend—but none of that matters to the police 
officer who just put him in handcuffs. Despite leaving his 
rough neighborhood behind, he can't escape the scorn of his 
former peers or the ridicule of his new classmates. 
Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. for 
answers. But do they hold up anymore? He starts a journal to 
Dr. King to find out. 
Then comes the day Justyce goes driving with his best friend, 
Manny, windows rolled down, music turned up—way up, 
sparking the fury of a white off-duty cop beside them. Words 
fly. Shots are fired. Justyce and Manny are caught in the 
crosshairs. In the media fallout, it's Justyce who is under 
attack. 

 

I Am Still Alive Marshall, Kate 
Alice 

4.6 

Before: Jess hadn't seen her survivalist, off-the-grid dad in 
over a decade. But after a car crash killed her mother and left 
her injured, she was forced to move to his cabin in the remote 
Canadian wilderness. Just as Jess was beginning to get to know 
him, a secret from his past paid them a visit, leaving her father 
dead and Jess stranded. 
 
After: With only her father's dog for company, Jess must 
forage and hunt for food, build shelter, and keep herself 
warm. Some days it feels like the wild is out to destroy her, 
but she's stronger than she ever imagined. 
Jess will survive. She has to. She knows who killed her 
father...and she wants revenge. 

  



 

What the Night 
Sings 

Stamper, Vesper 4.9 

After losing her family and everything she knew in the Nazi 
concentration camps, Gerta is finally liberated, only to find 
herself completely alone. Without her papa, her music, or 
even her true identity, she must move past the task of 
surviving and on to living her life. In the displaced persons 
camp where she is staying, Gerta meets Lev, a fellow teen 
survivor who she just might be falling for, despite her feelings 
for someone else. With a newfound Jewish identity she never 
knew she had, and a return to the life of music she thought 
she lost forever, Gerta must choose how to build a new future. 
"What the Night Sings is a book from the heart, of the heart, 
and to the heart. Vesper Stamper's Gerta will stay with you 
long after you turn the last page. Her story is one of hope and 
redemption and life—a blessing to the world." —Deborah 
Heiligman, award-winning author of Charles and Emma and 
Vincent and Theo 

 

Between the Lines Grimes, Nikki 4.4 

This thought-provoking companion to Nikki Grimes' Coretta 
Scott King Award-winning Bronx Masquerade shows the 
capacity poetry has to express ideas and feelings, and connect 
us with ourselves and others. 
 
Darrian dreams of writing for the New York Times. To hone his 
skills and learn more about the power of words, he enrolls in 
Mr. Ward's class, known for its open-mic poetry readings and 
boys vs. girls poetry slam. Everyone in class has something 
important to say, and in sharing their poetry, they learn that 
they all face challenges and have a story to tell—whether it's 
about health problems, aging out of foster care, being bullied 
for religious beliefs, or having to take on too much 
responsibility because of an addicted parent. As Darrian and 
his classmates get to know one another through poetry, they 
bond over the shared experiences and truth that emerge from 
their writing, despite their private struggles and outward 
differences. 

  



 

Love, Hate & Other 
Filters 

Ahmed, Samira 4.8 

Seventeen-year-old Maya Aziz is torn between worlds. There's 
the proper one her parents expect for their good Indian 
daughter: attending a college close to their suburban Chicago 
home and being paired off with an older Muslim boy her mom 
deems "suitable." And then there is the world of her dreams: 
going to film school and living in New York City—and pursuing 
a boy she's known from afarsince grade school. 
But in the aftermath of a horrific crime perpetrated hundreds 
of miles away, her life is turned upside down. The community 
she's known since birth becomes unrecognizable; neighbors 
and classmates are consumed with fear, bigotry, and hatred. 
Ultimately, Maya must find the strength within to determine 
where she truly belongs. 

 

Fantastic Mr. Fox Dahl, Roald 4.1 

Someone's been stealing from the three meanest farmers 
around, and they know the identity of the thief—it's Fantastic 
Mr. Fox! Working alone they could never catch him; but now 
fat Boggis, squat Bunce, and skinny Bean have joined forces, 
and they have Mr. Fox and his family surrounded. What they 
don't know is that they're not dealing with just any fox—Mr. 
Fox would rather die than surrender. Only the most fantastic 
plan can save him now. 

  



 

We Are Okay LaCour, Nina 4.5 

You go through life thinking there's so much you need. . . . 
Until you leave with only your phone, your wallet, and a 
picture of your mother. Marin hasn't spoken to anyone from 
her old life since the day she left everything behind. No one 
knows the truth about those final weeks. Not even her best 
friend Mabel. But even thousands of miles away from the 
California coast, at college in New York, Marin still feels the 
pull of the life and tragedy she's tried to outrun. Now, months 
later, alone in an emptied dorm for winter break, Marin waits. 
Mabel is coming to visit and Marin will be forced to face 
everything that's been left unsaid and finally confront the 
loneliness that has made a home in her heart. 
 
An intimate whisper that packs an indelible punch, We Are 
Okay is Nina LaCour at her finest. This gorgeously crafted and 
achingly honest portrayal of grief will leave you urgent to 
reach across any distance to reconnect with the people you 
love. 

 

The Witches Dahl, Roald 4.7 

From the bestselling author of Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory and The BFG! 
This is not a fairy tale. This is about real witches. 
Grandmamma loves to tell about witches. Real witches are the 
most dangerous of all living creatures on earth. There's 
nothing they hate so much as children, and they work all kinds 
of terrifying spells to get rid of them. Her grandson listens 
closely to Grandmamma's stories—but nothing can prepare 
him for the day he comes face-to-face with The Grand High 
Witch herself! 

  



 

Feed Anderson, M.T. 4.4 

For Titus and his friends, it started out like any ordinary trip to 
the moon - a chance to party during spring break and play 
around with some stupid low-grav at the Ricochet Lounge. But 
that was before the crazy hacker caused all their feeds to 
malfunction, sending them to the hospital to lie around with 
nothing inside their heads for days. And it was before Titus 
met Violet, a beautiful, brainy teenage girl who knows 
something about what it's like to live without the feed-and 
about resisting its omnipresent ability to categorize human 
thoughts and desires. 
 
Following in the footsteps of George Orwell, Anthony Burgess, 
and Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., M. T. Anderson has created a brave 
new world - and a hilarious new lingo - sure to appeal to 
anyone who appreciates smart satire, futuristic fiction laced 
with humor, or any story featuring skin lesions as a fashion 
statement. 

 

Finding Gobi: The 
True Story of One 
Little Dog's Big 
Journey 

Leonard, Dion 4.8 

Finding Gobi: The True Story of One Little Dog's Big Journey is 
the incredible true story of Dion Leonard, a New York Times 
bestselling author and athlete, who was befriended by a stray 
dog while running an ultramarathon through the Gobi Desert. 
Named for the desert in which he found her, Gobi became 
Dion's closest companion for 77 miles of the 155-mile race 
across China. The scrappy little pup ran mile after mile 
alongside Dion, through treacherous conditions and across 
raging rivers. He let her sleep in his tent and share his food, 
and eventually, his focus shifted from winning to the 
newfound friendship he and Gobi shared. 
 
They crossed the finish line together—not first, but together—
and Dion decided to bring Gobi home to Scotland. Just before 
they were about to leave, however, Gobi disappeared, setting 
off a worldwide search for the stray. In a town of more than 3 
million people, the search seemed hopeless, but this tale of 
friendship will surprise and delight you as you find out what 
happens! 
 
Join the almost too-good-to-be-true story of hope, friendship, 
and beating incredible odds in Finding Gobi: The True Story of 
One Little Dog's Big Journey by Dion Leonard. 

  



 

Restore Me Mafi, Tahereh 4.8 

The girl with the power to kill with a single touch now has the 
world in the palm of her hand. Juliette Ferrars thought she'd 
won. She took over Sector 45, was named the new Supreme 
Commander of North America, and now has Warner by her 
side. But when tragedy strikes, she must confront the 
darkness that dwells both around and inside her. 
 
Who will she become in the face of adversity? Will she be able 
to control the power she wields, and use it for good? 

 

One Dark Throne Blake, Kendare 4.5 

The battle for the crown has begun, but which of the three 
sisters will prevail? With the unforgettable events of the 
Quickening behind them and the Ascension Year underway, all 
bets are off. 
 
Katharine, once the weak and feeble sister, is stronger than 
ever before. Arsinoe, after discovering the truth about her 
powers, must figure out how to make her secret talent work in 
her favor without anyone finding out. And Mirabella, once 
thought to be the strongest sister of all and the certain Queen 
Crowned, faces attacks like never before—ones that put those 
around her in danger she can't seem to prevent. 

  



 

Sky in the Deep Young, Adrienne 4.8 

OND ELDR. BREATHE FIRE. 
 
Raised to be a warrior, seventeen-year-old Eelyn fights 
alongside her Aska clansmen in an ancient, rivalry against the 
Riki clan. Her life is brutal but simple: fight and survive. Until 
the day she sees the impossible on the battlefield—her 
brother, fighting with the enemy—the brother she watched 
die five years ago. 
 
Faced with her brother's betrayal, she must survive the winter 
in the mountains with the Riki, in a village where every 
neighbor is an enemy, every battle scar possibly one she 
delivered. But when the Riki village is raided by a ruthless clan 
thought to be a legend, Eelyn is even more desperate to get 
back to her beloved family. 
 
She is given no choice but to trust Fiske, her brother's friend, 
who sees her as a threat. They must do the impossible: unite 
the clans to fight together, or risk being slaughtered one by 
one. Driven by a love for her clan and her growing love for 
Fiske, Eelyn must confront her own definition of loyalty and 
family while daring to put her faith in the people she's spent 
her life hating. 

 

Daughter of the 
Siren Queen 

Levenseller, Tricia 4.6 

Alosa's mission is finally complete. Not only has she recovered 
all three pieces of the map to a legendary hidden treasure, but 
the pirates who originally took her captive are now prisoners 
on her ship. Still unfairly attractive and unexpectedly loyal, 
first mate Riden is a constant distraction, but now he's under 
her orders. And she takes great comfort in knowing that the 
villainous Vordan will soon be facing her father's justice. 
 
When Vordan exposes a secret her father has kept for years, 
Alosa and her crew find themselves in a deadly race with the 
feared Pirate King. Despite the danger, Alosa knows they will 
recover the treasure first . . . after all, she is the daughter of 
the Siren Queen. 
 
In Daughter of the Siren Queen, Tricia Levenseller brings 
together the perfect mix of thrilling action, tense battle 
scenes, and a heart-pounding romance. 

  



 

Falling Kingdoms Rhodes, Morgan 4.9 

Princess Cleo of Mytica confronts violence for the first time in 
her life when a shocking murder sets her kingdom on a path to 
collapse. Once a privileged royal, Cleo must now summon the 
strength to survive in this new world and fight for her rightful 
place as Queen. 
 
The King of Limeros's son, Magnus, must plan each footstep 
with shrewd, sharp guile if he is to earn his powerful father's 
trust, while his sister, Lucia, discovers a terrifying secret about 
her heritage that will change everything. 
 
Rebellious Jonas lashes out against the forces of oppression 
that have kept his country cruelly impoverished—and finds 
himself the leader of a people's revolution centuries in the 
making. 
 
Witches, if found, are put to death, and Watchers, immortal 
beings who take the shape of hawks to visit the human world, 
have been almost entirely forgotten. A vicious power struggle 
quickly escalates to war, and these four young people collide 
against each other and the rise of elementia, the magic that 
can topple kingdoms and crown a ruler in the same day. 

 

Everlife Showalter, Gena 4.6 

At seventeen years old, Tenley "Ten" Lockwood had to make 
the ultimate choice—where to live after she died. Loyalty to 
her selected realm has not wavered...until now. She is out of 
time. Sacrifices must be made, and a terrible price must be 
paid. But is she too late? 
 
 
As the Everlife descends into darkness, a single truth becomes 
clear: Troika and Myriad must unite—or perish. In order to 
bring sworn enemies together, Ten must enter forbidden 
territory...and destroy the powerful Prince of Ravens. But 
there's only one way inside—bonding with Killian Flynn, a 
deadly rival who sets her blood aflame. 
 
 
When nothing goes as planned and betrayal leads to the edge 
of utter defeat, Ten and Killian will have to rebuild trust from 
the ashes of their hearts. Victory seems impossible, the odds 
stacked against them. In the end, how far will they be willing 
to go for the sake of their realms and the Everlife? 

  



 

March: Book One Lewis, John 4.6 

Congressman John Lewis (GA-5) is an American icon, one of 
the key figures of the civil rights movement. His commitment 
to justice and nonviolence has taken him from an Alabama 
sharecropper's farm to the halls of Congress, from a 
segregated schoolroom to the 1963 March on Washington, 
and from receiving beatings from state troopers to receiving 
the Medal of Freedom from the first African-American 
president.Now, to share his remarkable story with new 
generations, Lewis presents March, a graphic novel trilogy, in 
collaboration with co-writer Andrew Aydin and New York 
Times best-selling artist Nate Powell (winner of the Eisner 
Award and LA Times Book Prize finalist for Swallow Me 
Whole).March is a vivid first-hand account of John Lewis' 
lifelong struggle for civil and human rights, meditating in the 
modern age on the distance traveled since the days of Jim 
Crow and segregation. Rooted in Lewis' personal story, it also 
reflects on the highs and lows of the broader civil rights 
movement.Book One spans John Lewis' youth in rural 
Alabama, his life-changing meeting with Martin Luther King, 
Jr., the birth of the Nashville Student Movement, and their 
battle to tear down segregation through nonviolent lunch 
counter sit-ins, building to a stunning climax on the steps of 
City Hall.Many years ago, John Lewis and other student 
activists drew inspiration from the 1958 comic book Martin 
Luther King and the Montgomery Story. Now, his own comics 
bring those days to life for a new audience, testifying to a 
movement whose echoes will be heard for generations. 

 

Lifeblood Showalter, Gena 4.6 

With her last living breath, Tenley "Ten" Lockwood made her 
choice and picked her realm in the Everlife. Now, as the war 
between Troika and Myriad rages, she must face the 
consequences. 
 
Because Ten possesses a rare supernatural ability to absorb 
and share light, the Powers That Be have the highest 
expectations for her future—and the enemy wants her 
neutralized. Fighting to save her Secondlife, she must learn 
about her realm from the ground up while launching her first 
mission: convincing a select group of humans to join her side 
before they die. No pressure, right? 
 
But Ten's competition is Killian, the boy she can't forget—the 
one who gave up everything for her happiness. He has only 
one shot at redemption: beating Ten at a game she's never 
even played. As their throw-downs heat up, so do their 
undeniable feelings, and soon, Ten will have to make another 
choice. Love...or victory. 



 

The Terrible Two Barnett, Mac 4.5 

Miles Murphy is not happy to be moving to Yawnee Valley, a 
sleepy town that's famous for one thing and one thing only: 
cows. In his old school, everyone knew him as the town's best 
prankster, but Miles quickly discovers that Yawnee Valley 
already has a prankster, and a great one. If Miles is going to 
take the title from this mystery kid, he is going to have to raise 
his game. 
It's prankster against prankster in an epic war of trickery, until 
the two finally decide to join forces and pull off the biggest 
prank ever seen: a prank so huge that it would make the 
members of the International Order of Disorder proud. 
In The Terrible Two, bestselling authors and friends Mac 
Barnett and Jory John have created a series that has its roots 
in classic middle-grade literature yet feels fresh and new at 
the same time. 

 

If I Run Blackstock, Terri 4.6 

Casey knows the truth. But it won't set her free. 
 
Casey Cox's DNA is all over the crime scene. There's no use 
talking to police; they've failed her abysmally before. She has 
to flee before she's arrested . . . or worse. The truth doesn't 
matter anymore. 
 
But what is the truth? That's the question haunting Dylan 
Roberts, the war-weary veteran hired to find Casey. PTSD has 
marked him damaged goods, but bringing Casey back can 
redeem him. Though the crime scene seems to tell the whole 
story, details of the murder aren't adding up. 
 
Casey Cox doesn't fit the profile of a killer. But are Dylan's 
skewed perceptions keeping him from being objective? If she 
isn't guilty, why did she run? 
 
Unraveling her past and the evidence that condemns her will 
take more time than he has, but as Dylan's damaged soul 
intersects with hers, he is faced with two choices: the girl who 
occupies his every thought is a psychopathic killer . . . or a 
selfless hero. And the truth could be the most deadly weapon 
yet. 

  



 

Running from 
Reality 

Robertson, Missy 4.2 

Written by reality TV stars Missy and Mia Robertson, the 
fourth book in the Princess in Camo series, Running from 
Reality finds Allie Carroway fed up. Fed up with reality TV that 
is. It seemed fun at first, to be part of a famous family, but life 
gets embarrassing and challenging especially when every 
detail of your life is filmed for the world to see. Allie's cousins, 
Kendall, Ruby, Lola, and Hunter have had enough too. So 
Papaw Ray offers the cousins a deal. And the cousins are IN! 
 
Running from Reality: 
 
Is the second book in the Faithgirlz Princess in Camo series 
Explores the nature of a family filled with social, cultural, and 
physical diversity 
Is the perfect fiction series for readers 8-12 
Has a fun mystery for the readers to solve 

 

Children of Blood 
and Bone 

Adeyemi, Tomi 4.8 

They killed my mother. 
They took our magic. 
They tried to bury us. 
 
Now we rise. 
 
Zélie Adebola remembers when the soil of Orïsha hummed 
with magic. Burners ignited flames, Tiders beckoned waves, 
and Zélie's Reaper mother summoned forth souls. 
 
But everything changed the night magic disappeared. Under 
the orders of a ruthless king, maji were killed, leaving Zélie 
without a mother and her people without hope. 
 
Now Zélie has one chance to bring back magic and strike 
against the monarchy. With the help of a rogue princess, Zélie 
must outwit and outrun the crown prince, who is hell-bent on 
eradicating magic for good. 
 
Danger lurks in Orïsha, where snow leoponaires prowl and 
vengeful spirits wait in the waters. Yet the greatest danger 
may be Zélie herself as she struggles to control her powers 
and her growing feelings for an enemy. 

  



 

The Great Alone Hannah, Kristin 4.9 

Alaska, 1974. Ernt Allbright came home from the Vietnam War 
a changed and volatile man. When he loses yet another job, 
he makes the impulsive decision to move his wife and 
daughter north where they will live off the grid in America's 
last true frontier. 
 
Cora will do anything for the man she loves, even if means 
following him into the unknown. Thirteen-year-old Leni, 
caught in the riptide of her parents' passionate, stormy 
relationship, has little choice but to go along, daring to hope 
this new land promises her family a better future. 
 
In a wild, remote corner of Alaska, the Allbrights find a fiercely 
independent community of strong men and even stronger 
women. The long, sunlit days and the generosity of the locals 
make up for the newcomers' lack of preparation and 
dwindling resources. 
 
But as winter approaches and darkness descends, Ernt's fragile 
mental state deteriorates. Soon the perils outside pale in 
comparison to threats from within. In their small cabin, 
covered in snow, blanketed in eighteen hours of night, Leni 
and her mother learn the terrible truth: they are on their own. 

 

Inside Out & Back 
Again 

Lai, Thanhha 4.8 

Hà has only ever known Saigon: the thrills of its markets, the 
joy of its traditions, and the warmth of her friends close by. 
But now the Vietnam War has reached her home. Hà and her 
family are forced to flee as Saigon falls, and they board a ship 
headed toward hope—toward America. 
 
This moving story of one girl's year of change, dreams, grief, 
and healing received four starred reviews, including one from 
Kirkus which proclaimed it "enlightening, poignant, and 
unexpectedly funny." 
 
An author's note explains how and why Thanhha Lai translated 
her personal experiences into Hà's story. This updated digital 
edition also includes an interview with the author, an activity 
you can do with your family, tips on writing poetry, and 
discussion questions. 

  



 

Orphan Island Snyder, Laurel 4.3 

In the tradition of modern-day classics like Sara Pennypacker's 
Pax and Lois Lowry's The Giver comes a deep, compelling, 
heartbreaking, and completely one-of-a-kind novel about nine 
children who live on a mysterious island. 
 
On the island, everything is perfect. The sun rises in a sky filled 
with dancing shapes; the wind, water, and trees shelter and 
protect those who live there; when the nine children go to 
sleep in their cabins, it is with full stomachs and joy in their 
hearts. 
 
And only one thing ever changes: on that day, each year, when 
a boat appears from the mist upon the ocean carrying one 
young child to join them—and taking the eldest one away, 
never to be seen again. 
 
Today's Changing is no different. The boat arrives, taking away 
Jinny's best friend, Deen, replacing him with a new little girl 
named Ess, and leaving Jinny as the new Elder. Jinny knows 
her responsibility now—to teach Ess everything she needs to 
know about the island, to keep things as they've always been. 
 
But will she be ready for the inevitable day when the boat will 
come back—and take her away forever from the only home 
she's known? 

 

It Ain't So Awful, 
Falafel 

Dumas, Firoozeh 4.7 

Zomorod (Cindy) Yousefzadeh is the new kid on the block . . . 
for the fourth time. California's Newport Beach is her family's 
latest perch, and she's determined to shuck her brainy loner 
persona and start afresh with a new Brady Bunch name—
Cindy. It's the late 1970s, and fitting in becomes more difficult 
as Iran makes U.S. headlines with protests, revolution, and 
finally the taking of American hostages. Even mood rings and 
puka shell necklaces can't distract Cindy from the anti-Iran 
sentiments that creep way too close to home. A poignant yet 
lighthearted middle grade debut from the author of the best-
selling Funny in Farsi. 

  



 

The Passion of 
Dolssa 

Berry, Julie 4.7 

Dolssa is an upper-crust city girl who's been branded a heretic, 
on the run from the friar who condemned her mother to 
death by fire and wants Dolssa executed, too. Botille is a 
matchmaker and a tavern-keeper, struggling to keep herself 
and her sisters on the right side of the law in their seaside 
town. When their lives collide by a dark riverside, Botille 
rescues a dying Dolssa and conceals her in the tavern, where 
an unlikely friendship blooms. Aided by her sisters and Symo, 
her surly but loyal neighbor, Botille nurses Dolssa back to 
health and hides her from her pursuers. But all of Botille's 
tricks, tales, and cleverness can't protect them forever, and 
when the full wrath of the Church bears down upon them, 
Dolssa's passion and Botille's good intentions could destroy 
the entire village. 

 

The Hundred Lies 
of Lizzie Lovett 

Sedoti, Chelsea 4.7 

Hawthorn wasn't trying to insert herself into a missing 
person's investigation. Or maybe she was. But that's only 
because Lizzie Lovett's disappearance is the one fascinating 
mystery their sleepy town has ever had. Bad things don't 
happen to popular girls like Lizzie Lovett, and Hawthorn is 
convinced she'll turn up at any moment—which means the 
time for speculation is now. 
 
So Hawthorn comes up with her own theory for Lizzie's 
disappearance. A theory way too absurd to take seriously...at 
first. The more Hawthorn talks, the more she believes. And 
what better way to collect evidence than to immerse herself in 
Lizzie's life? Like getting a job at the diner where Lizzie worked 
and hanging out with Lizzie's boyfriend. After all, it's not as if 
he killed her—or did he? 
 
Told with a unique voice that is both hilarious and heart-
wrenching, Hawthorn's quest for proof may uncover the 
greatest truth is within herself. 

  



 

Artemis Weir, Andy 4.6 

Not crazy, eccentric-billionaire rich, like many of the visitors to 
her hometown of Artemis, humanity's first and only lunar 
colony. Just rich enough to move out of her coffin-sized 
apartment and eat something better than flavored algae. Rich 
enough to pay off a debt she's owed for a long time. 
 
So when a chance at a huge score finally comes her way, Jazz 
can't say no. Sure, it requires her to graduate from small-time 
smuggler to full-on criminal mastermind. And it calls for a 
particular combination of cunning, technical skills, and large 
explosions—not to mention sheer brazen swagger. But Jazz 
has never run into a challenge her intellect can't handle, and 
she figures she's got the 'swagger' part down. 
 
The trouble is, engineering the perfect crime is just the start of 
Jazz's problems. Because her little heist is about to land her in 
the middle of a conspiracy for control of Artemis itself. 
 
Trapped between competing forces, pursued by a killer and 
the law alike, even Jazz has to admit she's in way over her 
head. She'll have to hatch a truly spectacular scheme to have a 
chance at staying alive and saving her city. 
 
Jazz is no hero, but she is a very good criminal. 
 
That'll have to do. 

 

Chester Nez and 
the Unbreakable 
Code: A Navajo 
Code Talker's Story 

Bruchac, Joseph 4.8 

As a young Navajo boy, Chester Nez had to leave the 
reservation and attend boarding school, where he was taught 
that his native language and culture were useless. But Chester 
refused to give up his heritage. Years later, during World War 
II, Chester—and other Navajo men like him—was recruited by 
the US Marines to use the Navajo language to create an 
unbreakable military code. Suddenly the language he had 
been told to forget was needed to fight a war. This powerful 
picture book biography contains backmatter including a 
timeline and a portion of the Navajo code, and also depicts the 
life of an original Navajo code talker while capturing the 
importance of heritage. 

  



 

Before the Devil 
Breaks You: A 
Diviners Novel 

Bray, Libba 4.6 

New York City. 
 
1927. 
 
Lights are bright. 
 
Jazz is king. 
 
Parties are wild. 
 
And the dead are coming... 
 
 
 
After battling a supernatural sleeping sickness that early 
claimed two of their own, the Diviners have had enough of 
lies. They're more determined than ever to uncover the 
mystery behind their extraordinary powers, even as they face 
off against an all-new terror. Out on Ward's Island, far from 
the city's bustle, sits a mental hospital haunted by the lost 
souls of people long forgotten—ghosts who have unusual and 
dangerous ties to the man in the stovepipe hat, also known as 
the King of Crows. 
 
 
 
With terrible accounts of murder and possession flooding in 
from all over, and New York City on the verge of panic, the 
Diviners must band together and brave the sinister ghosts 
invading the asylum, a fight that will bring them fact-to-face 
with the King of Crows. But as the explosive secrets of the past 
come to light, loyalties and friendships will be tested, love will 
hang in the balance, and the Diviners will question all that 
they've ever known. All the while, malevolent forces gather 
from every corner in a battle for the very soul of a nation—a 
fight that could claim the Diviners themselves. 
 
 
 
Heart-pounding action and terrifying moments will leave you 
breathless in the third book of the four-book Diviners series by 
#1 New York Times bestselling author Libba Bray. 

  



 

Awake Preston, Natasha 4.4 

Scarlett Garner doesn't remember anything before the age of 
four—until a car accident changes everything. She starts to 
remember pieces of a past that frighten her. A past her 
parents hid from her...and a secret that could get her killed. 

 

A Year Down 
Yonder 

Peck, Richard 4.5 

Mary Alice's childhood summers in Grandma Dowdel's sleepy 
Illinois town were packed with enough drama to fill the double 
bill of any picture show. But now she is fifteen, and faces a 
whole long year with Grandma, a woman well known for 
shaking up her neighbors-and everyone else! All Mary Alice 
can know for certain is this: when trying to predict how life 
with Grandma might turn out . . . better not. This wry, 
delightful sequel to the Newbery Honor Book A Long Way 
from Chicago has already taken its place among the classics of 
children's literature. 

  



 

Raymie 
Nightingale 

DiCamillo, Kate 4.2 

Raymie Clarke has come to realize that everything, absolutely 
everything, depends on her. And she has a plan. If Raymie can 
win the Little Miss Central Florida Tire competition, then her 
father, who left town two days ago with a dental hygienist, 
will see Raymie's picture in the paper and (maybe) come 
home. To win, not only does Raymie have to do good deeds 
and learn how to twirl a baton; she also has to contend with 
the wispy, frequently fainting Louisiana Elefante, who has a 
show-business background, and the fiery, stubborn Beverly 
Tapinski, who's determined to sabotage the contest. But as 
the competition approaches, loneliness, loss, and 
unanswerable questions draw the three girls into an unlikely 
friendship — and challenge each of them to come to the 
rescue in unexpected ways. 

 

Crazy House Patterson, James 4.9 

Seventeen-year-old Becca Greenfield was snatched from her 
small hometown. She was thrown into a maximum-security 
prison and put on Death Row with other kids her age. Until her 
execution, Becca's told to fit in and shut her mouth... but 
Becca's never been very good at either. Her sister Cassie was 
always the perfect twin. 
 
 
 
Becca's only hope is that her twin sister will find her. That 
perfect little priss Cassie will stop following the rules and start 
breaking them, before it's too late. Because her jailers made a 
mistake that could get them both killed: 
 
 
 
They took the wrong twin. 

  



 

The Problem with 
Forever 

Armentrout, 
Jennifer L 

4.5 

Growing up, Mallory Dodge learned that the best way to 
survive was to say nothing. And even though it's been four 
years since her nightmare ended, she's beginning to worry 
that the fear that holds her back will last a lifetime. Now, after 
years of homeschooling, Mallory must face a new milestone—
spending her senior year at a public high school. But she never 
imagined she'd run into Rider Stark, the friend and protector 
she hasn't seen since childhood, on her very first day. 
It doesn't take long for Mallory to realize that the connection 
she shared with Rider never really faded. Yet soon it becomes 
apparent that she's not the only one grappling with lingering 
scars from the past. And as she watches Rider's life spiral out 
of control, Mallory must make a choice between staying silent 
and speaking out—for the people she loves, the life she wants 
and the truths that need to be heard. 

 

One Was Lost Richards, Natalie 
D. 

4.2 

Damaged, Deceptive, Dangerous, Darling. When a group of 
teens wake up in the woods, these words are inked onto their 
skin. Are they labels? A warning? They must find the truth 
before a killer finds them. 
 
While on a mandatory senior field trip, a flash flood cuts off 
Sera and three classmates from their group with no way to call 
for help. But they're not as alone as they thought… 

  



 

Took: A Ghost 
Story 

Hahn, Mary 
Downing 

4.3 

Thirteen-year-old Daniel Anderson doesn't believe Brody 
Mason's crazy stories about the ghost witch who lives up on 
Brewster's Hill with Bloody Bones, her man-eating razorback 
hog. He figures Brody's probably just trying to scare him since 
he's the new kid . . . a "stuck-up snot" from Connecticut. But 
Daniel's seven-year-old sister Erica has become more and 
more withdrawn, talking to her lookalike doll. When she 
disappears into the woods one day, he knows something is 
terribly wrong. Did the witch strike? Has Erica been "took"? 

 

Tell Me Three 
Things 

Buxbaum, Julie 4.7 

Everything about Jessie is wrong. At least, that's what it feels 
like during her first week as a junior at her new ultra-
intimidating prep school in Los Angeles. It's been barely two 
years since her mother's death, and because her father eloped 
with a woman he met online, Jessie has been forced to move 
across the country to live with her stepmonster and her 
pretentious teenage son. 
Just when she's thinking about hightailing it back to Chicago, 
she gets an email from a person calling themselves 
Somebody/Nobody (SN for short), offering to help her 
navigate the wilds of Wood Valley High School. Is it an 
elaborate hoax? Or can she rely on SN for some much-needed 
help? 
In a leap of faith—or an act of complete desperation—Jessie 
begins to rely on SN, and SN quickly becomes her lifeline and 
closest ally. Jessie can't help wanting to meet SN in person. 
But are some mysteries better left unsolved? 

  



 

I'll Give You the 
Sun 

Nelson, Jandy 4.9 

At first, Jude and her twin brother are NoahandJude; 
inseparable. Noah draws constantly and is falling in love with 
the charismatic boy next door, while daredevil Jude wears red-
red lipstick, cliff-dives, and does all the talking for both of 
them. 
Years later, they are barely speaking. Something has happened 
to change the twins in different yet equally devastating ways . 
. . but then Jude meets an intriguing, irresistible boy and a 
mysterious new mentor. 
The early years are Noah's to tell; the later years are Jude's. 
But they each have only half the story, and if they can only 
find their way back to one another, they'll have a chance to 
remake their world. 
This radiant, award-winning novel from the acclaimed author 
of The Sky Is Everywhere will leave you breathless and teary 
and laughing—often all at once. 

 

What Light Asher, Jay 4.5 

Sierra's family runs a Christmas tree farm in Oregon—it's a 
bucolic setting for a girl to grow up in, except that every year, 
they pack up and move to California to set up their Christmas 
tree lot for the season. So Sierra lives two lives: her life in 
Oregon and her life at Christmas. And leaving one always 
means missing the other. 
Until this particular Christmas, when Sierra meets Caleb, and 
one life eclipses the other. 
By reputation, Caleb is not your perfect guy: years ago, he 
made an enormous mistake and has been paying for it ever 
since. But Sierra sees beyond Caleb's past and becomes 
determined to help him find forgiveness and, maybe, 
redemption. As disapproval, misconceptions, and suspicions 
swirl around them, Caleb and Sierra discover the one thing 
that transcends all else: true love. 
What Light is 

  



 

Shingaling: A 
Wonder Story 

Palacio, R.J. 4.7 

Over 3 million people have read the #1 New York Times 
bestseller Wonder—the book that inspired the Choose Kind 
movement—and have fallen in love with Auggie Pullman, an 
ordinary boy with an extraordinary face. Readers have also 
been given a special look at another side of Auggie's story with 
The Julian Chapter and a peek at his life before Beecher Prep 
in Pluto. In Shingaling, the third Wonder Story, they'll read 
about life as a fifth grader at Beecher Prep through the eyes of 
Charlotte, the girl who had been chosen to be Auggie's 
"welcome" buddy. Readers will not only learn more about 
Charlotte and her budding friendship with reader-favorite, 
Summer (they solve a mystery together), but how the girls at 
Beecher Prep react to Auggie attending their school for the 
first time, and how Charlotte came to write the precept she 
used at the end of Wonder, "It's not enough to be friendly. 
You have to be a friend." 

 

To All the Boys I've 
Loved Before 

Han, Jenny 4.2 

Sixteen-year-old Lara Jean Song keeps her love letters in a 
hatbox her mother gave her. They aren't love letters that 
anyone else wrote for her; these are ones she's written. One 
for every boy she's ever loved—five in all. When she writes, 
she pours out her heart and soul and says all the things she 
would never say in real life, because her letters are for her 
eyes only. Until the day her secret letters are mailed, and 
suddenly, Lara Jean's love life goes from imaginary to out of 
control. 

  



 

Holding Up the 
Universe 

Niven, Jennifer 4.9 

Everyone thinks they know Libby Strout, the girl once dubbed 
"America's Fattest Teen." But no one's taken the time to look 
past her weight to get to know who she really is. Following her 
mom's death, she's been picking up the pieces in the privacy 
of her home, dealing with her heartbroken father and her own 
grief. Now, Libby's ready: for high school, for new friends, for 
love, and for EVERY POSSIBILITY LIFE HAS TO OFFER. In that 
moment, I know the part I want to play here at MVB High. I 
want to be the girl who can do anything. 
Everyone thinks they know Jack Masselin, too. Yes, he's got 
swagger, but he's also mastered the impossible art of giving 
people what they want, of fitting in. What no one knows is 
that Jack has a newly acquired secret: he can't recognize faces. 
Even his own brothers are strangers to him. He's the guy who 
can re-engineer and rebuild anything in new and bad-ass 
ways, but he can't understand what's going on with the inner 
workings of his brain. So he tells himself to play it cool: Be 
charming. Be hilarious. Don't get too close to anyone. 
 
Until he meets Libby. When the two get tangled up in a cruel 
high school game—which lands them in group counseling and 
community service—Libby and Jack are both pissed, and then 
surprised. Because the more time they spend together, the 
less alone they feel. . . . Because sometimes when you meet 
someone, it changes the world, theirs and yours. 

 

The Girl Who 
Drank the Moon 

Barnhill, Kelly 4.8 

Every year, the people of the Protectorate leave a baby as an 
offering to the witch who lives in the forest. They hope this 
sacrifice will keep her from terrorizing their town. But the 
witch in the Forest, Xan, is kind. She shares her home with a 
wise Swamp Monster and a Perfectly Tiny Dragon. Xan rescues 
the children and delivers them to welcoming families on the 
other side of the forest, nourishing the babies with starlight on 
the journey. 
One year, Xan accidentally feeds a baby moonlight instead of 
starlight, filling the ordinary child with extraordinary magic. 
Xan decides she must raise this girl, whom she calls Luna, as 
her own. As Luna's thirteenth birthday approaches, her magic 
begins to emerge—with dangerous consequences. 
Meanwhile, a young man from the Protectorate is determined 
to free his people by killing the witch. Deadly birds with 
uncertain intentions flock nearby. A volcano, quiet for 
centuries, rumbles just beneath the earth's surface. And the 
woman with the Tiger's heart is on the prowl . . . 

  



 

Hour of the Bees Eagar, Lindsay 4.5 

Things are only impossible if you stop to think about them. . . . 
 
While her friends are spending their summers having pool 
parties and sleepovers, twelve-year-old Carolina — Carol — is 
spending hers in the middle of the New Mexico desert, helping 
her parents move the grandfather she's never met into a 
home for people with dementia. At first, Carol avoids prickly 
Grandpa Serge. But as the summer wears on and the heat 
bears down, Carol finds herself drawn to him, fascinated by 
the crazy stories he tells her about a healing tree, a green-
glass lake, and the bees that will bring back the rain and end a 
hundred years of drought. As the thin line between magic and 
reality starts to blur, Carol must decide for herself what is 
possible — and what it means to be true to her roots. Readers 
who dream that there's something more out there will be 
enchanted by this captivating novel of family, renewal, and 
discovering the wonder of the world. 

 

The Princess and 
the Warrior 

Tonatiuh, Duncan 4.3 

Award-winning author Duncan Tonatiuh reimagines one of 
Mexico's cherished legends. Princess Izta had many wealthy 
suitors but dismissed them all. When a mere warrior, Popoca, 
promised to be true to her and stay always by her side, Izta fell 
in love. The emperor promised Popoca if he could defeat their 
enemy Jaguar Claw, then Popoca and Izta could wed. When 
Popoca was near to defeating Jaguar Claw, his opponent sent 
a messenger to Izta saying Popoca was dead. Izta fell into a 
deep sleep and, upon his return, even Popoca could not wake 
her. As promised Popoca stayed by her side. So two volcanoes 
were formed: Iztaccíhuatl, who continues to sleep, and 
Popocatépetl, who spews ash and smoke, trying to wake his 
love. 

  



 

Never Fall Down McCormick, 
Patricia 

4.5 

This National Book Award nominee from two-time finalist 
Patricia McCormick is the unforgettable story of Arn Chorn-
Pond, who defied the odds to survive the Cambodian genocide 
of 1975-1979 and the labor camps of the Khmer Rouge. 
 
Based on the true story of Cambodian advocate Arn Chorn-
Pond, and authentically told from his point of view as a young 
boy, this is an achingly raw and powerful historical novel 
about a child of war who becomes a man of peace. It includes 
an author's note and acknowledgments from Arn Chorn-Pond 
himself. 
 
When soldiers arrive in his hometown, Arn is just a normal 
little boy. But after the soldiers march the entire population 
into the countryside, his life is changed forever. 
 
Arn is separated from his family and assigned to a labor camp: 
working in the rice paddies under a blazing sun, he sees the 
other children dying before his eyes. One day, the soldiers ask 
if any of the kids can play an instrument. Arn's never played a 
note in his life, but he volunteers. 
 
This decision will save his life, but it will pull him into the very 
center of what we know today as the Killing Fields. And just as 
the country is about to be liberated, Arn is handed a gun and 
forced to become a soldier. 

  



 

Salt to the Sea Sepetys, Ruta 4.5 

World War II is drawing to a close in East Prussia and 
thousands of refugees are on a desperate trek toward 
freedom, many with something to hide. Among them are 
Joana, Emilia, and Florian, whose paths converge en route to 
the ship that promises salvation, the Wilhelm Gustloff. Forced 
by circumstance to unite, the three find their strength, 
courage, and trust in each other tested with each step closer 
to safety. 
Just when it seems freedom is within their grasp, tragedy 
strikes. Not country, nor culture, nor status matter as all ten 
thousand people—adults and children alike—aboard must 
fight for the same thing: survival. 
Told in alternating points of view and perfect for fans of 
Anthony Doerr's Pulitzer Prize-winning All the Light We Cannot 
See, Erik Larson's Dead Wake, and Elizabeth Wein's Printz 
Honor Book Code Name Verity, this masterful work of 
historical fiction is inspired by the real-life tragedy that was 
the sinking of the Wilhelm Gustloff—the greatest maritime 
disaster in history. As she did in Between Shades of Gray, Ruta 
Sepetys unearths a shockingly little-known casualty of a 
gruesome war, and proves that humanity and love can prevail, 
even in the darkest of hours. 

 

Middle School: 
Dog's Best Friend 

Patterson, James 4.0 

It's a dog-eat-dog world, and Rafe Khatchadorian is just trying 
to live in it. Life in middle school is finally starting to seem 
bearable-until Rafe spots his grandmother standing on the 
free-meal line at the local soup kitchen. In order to help bring 
in more money, Rafe concocts a brilliant plan: a dog-walking 
business that soon turns into a huge money-making 
neighborhood empire. He'll even have extra cash to buy his 
own WormHole Deluxe Multi-Platform GameBox! 
 
 
 
That is, until two terrible twins launch the Great Dog War by 
sabotaging Rafe's flyers and stealing his customers. Plus, his 
bratty kid sister Georgia has skipped a grade, so now she's in 
all of Rafe's classes. Throw a kid a bone! 

  



 

Night of the Ninth 
Dragon 

Osborne, Mary 
Pope 

4.0 

Please come to Camelot. The magic tree house whisks Jack 
and Annie through space and time to find that the castle of 
Camelot has been attacked and King Arthur has been gravely 
wounded. To save the kingdom—and the king—Jack and 
Annie have only one day to solve a riddle that will help them 
find a missing dragon! 
Formerly numbered as Magic Tree House #55, the title of this 
book is now Magic Tree House Merlin Mission #27: Night of 
the Ninth Dragon. 

 

The Sun Is Also a 
Star 

Yoon, Nicola 4.7 

Natasha: I'm a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate. 
Not destiny. Or dreams that will never come true. I'm 
definitely not the kind of girl who meets a cute boy on a 
crowded New York City street and falls in love with him. Not 
when my family is twelve hours away from being deported to 
Jamaica. Falling in love with him won't be my story. 
Daniel: I've always been the good son, the good student, living 
up to my parents' high expectations. Never the poet. Or the 
dreamer. But when I see her, I forget about all that. Something 
about Natasha makes me think that fate has something much 
more extraordinary in store—for both of us. 
The Universe: Every moment in our lives has brought us to this 
single moment. A million futures lie before us. Which one will 
come true? 

  



 

Flunked Calonita, Jen 4.8 

Flunked is an exciting new twisted fairy tale from the award-
winning author of the Secrets of My Hollywood Life series. 
"Charming fairy-tale fun." –Sarah Mlynowski, author of the 
New York Times bestselling Whatever After series. 
 
Gilly wouldn't call herself wicked, exactly...but when you have 
five little brothers and sisters and live in a run-down boot, you 
have to get creative to make ends meet. Gilly's a pretty good 
thief (if she does say so herself). 
 
Until she gets caught. 
 
Gilly's sentenced to three months at Fairy Tale Reform School 
where all of the teachers are former (super-scary) villains like 
the Big Bad Wolf, the Evil Queen, and Cinderella's Wicked 
Stepmother. Harsh. But when she meets fellow students Jax 
and Kayla, she learns there's more to this school than its 
heroic mission. There's a battle brewing and Gilly has to 
wonder: can a villain really change? 

 

Pluto: A Wonder 
Story 

Palacio, R.J. 4.2 

Christopher was Auggie's best friend from the time they were 
babies until his family moved away; he was there through all 
of Auggie's surgeries and heartbreaks, through bad times and 
good—like Star Wars marathons and dreams of traveling to 
Pluto together. Alternating between childhood flashbacks and 
the present day, an especially bad day for Christopher, Pluto is 
the story of two boys grown apart learning that good 
friendships are worth a little extra effort. 

  



 

The Outsiders Hinton, S.E. 4.7 

No one ever said life was easy. But Ponyboy is pretty sure that 
he's got things figured out. He knows that he can count on his 
brothers, Darry and Sodapop. And he knows that he can count 
on his friends—true friends who would do anything for him, 
like Johnny and Two-Bit. But not on much else besides trouble 
with the Socs, a vicious gang of rich kids whose idea of a good 
time is beating up on "greasers" like Ponyboy. At least he 
knows what to expect—until the night someone takes things 
too far. 
The Outsiders is a dramatic and enduring work of fiction that 
laid the groundwork for the YA genre. S. E. Hinton's classic 
story of a boy who finds himself on the outskirts of regular 
society remains as powerful today as it was the day it was first 
published. 

 

The Crown Cass, Kiera 4.7 

In The Heir, a new era dawned in the world of The Selection. 
Twenty years have passed since America Singer and Prince 
Maxon fell in love, and their daughter is the first princess to 
hold a Selection of her own. 
 
Eadlyn didn't think she would find a real partner among the 
Selection's thirty-five suitors, let alone true love. But 
sometimes the heart has a way of surprising you...and now 
Eadlyn must make a choice that feels more difficult—and 
more important—than she ever expected. 

  



 

The Siren Cass, Kiera 4.6 

Kahlen is a Siren—bound to serve the Ocean by luring humans 
to their watery graves with her voice, which is deadly to any 
human who hears it. Akinli is human—a kind, handsome boy 
who's everything Kahlen ever dreamed of. Falling in love puts 
them both in danger... but will Kahlen risk everything to follow 
her heart? 
 
This star-crossed YA romance is sure to captivate readers who 
grew up loving The Little Mermaid or fans of Jennifer 
Donnelly's Waterfire Saga. 

 

Rain Reign Martin, Ann M. 4.3 

Rose Howard is obsessed with homonyms. She's thrilled that 
her own name is a homonym, and she purposely gave her dog 
Rain a name with two homonyms (Reign, Rein), which, 
according to Rose's rules of homonyms, is very special. Not 
everyone understands Rose's obsessions, her rules, and the 
other things that make her different – not her teachers, not 
other kids, and not her single father. 
When a storm hits their rural town, rivers overflow, the roads 
are flooded, and Rain goes missing. Rose's father shouldn't 
have let Rain out. Now Rose has to find her dog, even if it 
means leaving her routines and safe places to search. 
Hearts will break and spirits will soar for this powerful story, 
brilliantly told from Rose's point of view. 

  



 

This Song Will Save 
Your Life 

Sales, Leila 4.8 

Making friends has never been Elise Dembowski's strong suit. 
All throughout her life, she's been the butt of every joke and 
the outsider in every conversation. When a final attempt at 
popularity fails, Elise nearly gives up. Then she stumbles upon 
a warehouse party where she meets Vicky, a girl in a band 
who accepts her; Char, a cute, yet mysterious disc jockey; 
Pippa, a carefree spirit from England; and most importantly, a 
love for DJing. 
 
Told in a refreshingly genuine and laugh-out-loud funny voice, 
THIS SONG WILL SAVE YOUR LIFE is an exuberant novel about 
identity, friendship, and the power of music to bring people 
together. 

 

I Kill the 
Mockingbird 

Acampora, Paul 4.1 

When Lucy, Elena, and Michael receive their summer reading 
list, they are excited to see To Kill A Mockingbird included. But 
not everyone in their class shares the same enthusiasm. So 
they hatch a plot to get the entire town talking about the well-
known Harper Lee classic. They plan controversial ways to get 
people to read the book, including re-shelving copies of the 
book in bookstores so that people think they are missing and 
starting a website committed to "destroying the mockingbird." 
Their efforts are successful when all of the hullabaloo starts to 
direct more people to the book. But soon, their exploits start 
to spin out of control and they unwittingly start a mini 
revolution in the name of books. 

  



 

Kelsey Green, 
Reading Queen 

Mills, Claudia 4.7 

Kelsey Kline is the best reader in the third grade—well, maybe 
tied for best with know-it-all Simon Ellis. When the principal 
Mr. Boone announces a school-wide reading contest, 
complete with a pizza party for the winning class and a special 
certificate for the top readers in each grade, she knows she's 
just the person to lead Mrs. Molina's third graders to victory. 
But how can they win when her classmate Cody Harmon 
doesn't want to read anything, and even Kelsey's best friends 
Annika and Izzy don't live up to her expectations? And could 
Simon possibly be reading all of those books that he claims he 
is, or is he lying to steal Kelsey's rightful spot at the top? 

 

Absolutely Almost Graff, Lisa 4.7 

Albie has never been the smartest kid in his class. He has 
never been the tallest. Or the best at gym. Or the greatest 
artist. Or the most musical. In fact, Albie has a long list of the 
things he's not very good at. But then Albie gets a new 
babysitter, Calista, who helps him figure out all of the things 
he is good at and how he can take pride in himself. 
A perfect companion to Lisa Graff's National Book Award-
nominated A Tangle of Knots, this novel explores a similar 
theme in a realistic contemporary world where kids will easily 
be able to relate their own struggles to Albie's. Great for fans 
of Rebecca Stead's Liar and Spy, RJ Palacio's Wonder and 
Cynthia Lord's Rules. 

  



 

The War That 
Saved My Life 

Bradley, Kimberly 
Brubaker 

4.1 

An exceptionally moving story of triumph against all odds set 
during World War II, from the acclaimed author of Jefferson's 
Sons and for fans of Number the Stars. 
 
Ten-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment. Her 
mother is too humiliated by Ada's twisted foot to let her 
outside. So when her little brother Jamie is shipped out of 
London to escape the war, Ada doesn't waste a minute—she 
sneaks out to join him. 
 
So begins a new adventure for Ada, and for Susan Smith, the 
woman who is forced to take the two kids in. As Ada teaches 
herself to ride a pony, learns to read, and watches for German 
spies, she begins to trust Susan—and Susan begins to love Ada 
and Jamie. But in the end, will their bond be enough to hold 
them together through wartime? Or will Ada and her brother 
fall back into the cruel hands of their mother? 
 
This masterful work of historical fiction is equal parts 
adventure and a moving tale of family and identity—a classic 
in the making. 

 

Escape from Mr. 
Lemoncello's 
Library 

Grabenstein, Chris 4.5 

When Kyle learns that the world's most famous game maker, 
Luigi Lemoncello, has designed the town's new library and is 
having an invitation-only lock-in on opening night, he's 
determined to be there! But the tricky part isn't getting into 
the library—it's getting out. Because when morning comes, 
the doors stay locked. Kyle and the other kids must solve 
every clue and figure out every secret puzzle to find the 
hidden escape route! 

  



 

Echo Ryan, Pam Muñoz 4.9 

Lost and alone in a forbidden forest, Otto meets three 
mysterious sisters and suddenly finds himself entwined in a 
puzzling quest involving a prophecy, a promise, and a 
harmonica. 
Decades later, Friedrich in Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania, 
and Ivy in California each, in turn, become interwoven when 
the very same harmonica lands in their lives. All the children 
face daunting challenges: rescuing a father, protecting a 
brother, holding a family together. And ultimately, pulled by 
the invisible thread of destiny, their suspenseful solo stories 
converge in an orchestral crescendo. 
Richly imagined and masterfully crafted, Echo pushes the 
boundaries of genre, form, and storytelling innovation to 
create a wholly original novel that will resound in your heart 
long after the last note has been struck. 

 

Circus Mirandus Beasley, Cassie 4.8 

Do you believe in magic? 
Micah Tuttle does. 
Even though his awful Great-Aunt Gertrudis doesn't approve, 
Micah believes in the stories his dying Grandpa Ephraim tells 
him of the magical Circus Mirandus: the invisible tiger 
guarding the gates, the beautiful flying birdwoman, and the 
magician more powerful than any other—the Man Who Bends 
Light. Finally, Grandpa Ephraim offers proof. The Circus is real. 
And the Lightbender owes Ephraim a miracle. With his friend 
Jenny Mendoza in tow, Micah sets out to find the Circus and 
the man he believes will save his grandfather. 
The only problem is, the Lightbender doesn't want to keep his 
promise. And now it's up to Micah to get the miracle he ;came 
for. 

  



 

Ratscalibur Lieb, Josh 4.8 

When Joey is bitten by an elderly rat, he goes from aspiring 
seventh-grader to three-inch tall rodent. 
At first, Joey is amazed by his new rat self. The city streets call 
to him at night. Smells that would have repelled him before 
are suddenly tantalizing. (A chicken bone? Yes! A squashed 
cockroach? Like perfume!) And wow, the freedom! But when a 
bout of hunger leads Joey to pull the spork from the scone, he 
finds himself at the center of a longtime rat prophecy. 
Joey has unwittingly unlocked the sword Ratscalibur; and now, 
it is up to him to protect his new rat friends from the evil 
crows who seek to destroy their peaceful kingdom. But what 
does an eleven-year-old know about actual swordplay? And 
what happens when Joey no longer wants to be a rat? 

 

Class Dismissed Woodrow, Allan 4.4 

Class 507 is the worst class Ms. Bryce has ever taught. And she 
would know — she's been teaching forever. They are so 
terrible that when a science experiment goes disastrously 
wrong (again), Ms. Bryce has had it and quits in the middle of 
the lesson. But through a mix-up, the school office never finds 
out. Which means ... Class 507 is teacher-free! The class 
figures if they don't tell anyone, it'll be one big holiday. Kyle 
and his friends can play games all day. Samantha decides she'll 
read magazines and give everyone (much needed) fashion 
advice. Adam can doodle everywhere without getting in 
trouble. Eric will be able to write stories with no one bothering 
him. And Maggie ... well, as the smartest kid in the class she 
has an ambitious plan for this epic opportunity. But can Class 
507 keep the principal, the rest of the students, and their 
parents from finding out ... or will the greatest school year 
ever turn into the worst disaster in school history? 

  



 

Blue Birds Rose, Caroline 
Starr 

4.5 

It's 1587 and twelve-year-old Alis has made the long journey 
with her parents from England to help settle the New World, 
the land christened Virginia in honor of the Queen. And Alis 
couldn't be happier. The streets of London are crowded and 
dirty. But this new land, with its trees and birds and sky calls 
to Alis. Here she feels free. But the land, the island Roanoke is 
also inhabited by the Roanoke tribe and tensions between 
them and the English are running high, quickly becoming 
deadly. 
 
Amid the strife, Alis meets and befriends Kimi, a Roanoke girl 
about her age. Despite not even speaking the same language 
these girls form an impossible bond becoming as close as 
sisters, willing to risk everything for the other. Finally, Alis 
must make an impossible choice when her family resolves to 
leave the island and bloodshed behind. 
 
With a beautiful, tender story of friendship and the meaning 
of family, Caroline Starr Rose delivers another historical gem. 

 

The Way to Stay in 
Destiny 

Scattergood, 
Augusta 

4.1 

From the author of the acclaimed Glory Be, a novel that 
celebrates baseball, fast piano, and small-town living in the 
wake of the Vietnam War. When Theo gets off a bus in 
Destiny, Florida, he's left behind the only life he's ever known. 
Now he's got to live with Uncle Raymond, a Vietnam War vet 
and a loner who wants nothing to do with this long-lost 
nephew. Thank goodness for Miss Sister Grandersole's 
Boarding House and Dance School. The piano that sits in Miss 
Sister's dance hall calls to Theo. He can't wait to play those 
ivory keys. When Anabel arrives things get even more enticing. 
This feisty girl, a baseball fanatic, invites Theo on her quest to 
uncover the town's connection to old-time ball players 
rumored to have lived there years before. A mystery, an 
adventure, and a musical exploration unfold as this town 
called Destiny lives up to its name. Acclaimed author Augusta 
Scattergood has delivered a straight-to-the-heart story with 
unforgettable characters, humor, and hard questions about 
loss, family, and belonging. 

  



 

NYPD Red 3 Patterson, James 4.9 

NYPD Red is the elite, highly trained task force assigned to 
protect the rich, the famous, and the connected. And 
Detective Zach Jordan and his partner Kylie MacDonald-the 
woman who broke his heart at the police academy-are the 
best of the best, brilliant and tireless investigators who will 
stop at nothing to deliver justice. 
Zach and Kylie's New Year's celebrations are cut short when 
they're called to the home of billionaire businessman Hunter 
Alden, Jr. after he makes a grisly discovery in his townhouse 
garage. When Alden's teenage son goes missing soon 
afterwards, and his father seems oddly reluctant to find him, 
Zach and Kylie find themselves in the middle of a chilling 
conspiracy that threatens everyone in its wake-especially their 
city's most powerful citizens. 
NYPD Red 3 is the next sensational novel in James Patterson's 
explosive new series, a thriller that goes behind the closed 
doors of New York high society and into the depths of 
depravity. 

 

Firstlife Showalter, Gena 4.4 

Tenley "Ten" Lockwood is an average seventeen-year-old 
girl...who has spent the past thirteen months locked inside the 
Prynne Asylum. The reason? Not her obsession with numbers, 
but her refusal to let her parents choose where she'll live—
after she dies. 
There is an eternal truth most of the world has come to 
accept: Firstlife is merely a dress rehearsal, and real life begins 
after death. 
In the Everlife, two realms are in power: Troika and Myriad, 
longtime enemies and deadly rivals. Both will do anything to 
recruit Ten, including sending their top Laborers to lure her to 
their side. Soon, Ten finds herself on the run, caught in a wild 
tug-of-war between the two realms who will do anything to 
win the right to her soul. Who can she trust? And what if the 
realm she's drawn to isn't where the boy she's falling for lives? 
She just has to stay alive long enough to make a decision... 

  



 

The Last Star Yancey, Rick 4.9 

The enemy is Other. The enemy is us. They're down here, 
they're up there, they're nowhere. They want the Earth, they 
want us to have it. They came to wipe us out, they came to 
save us. 
But beneath these riddles lies one truth: Cassie has been 
betrayed. So has Ringer. Zombie. Nugget. And all 7.5 billion 
people who used to live on our planet. Betrayed first by the 
Others, and now by ourselves. 
In these last days, Earth's remaining survivors will need to 
decide what's more important: saving themselves . . . or saving 
what makes us human. 

 

Divergent Roth, Veronica 4.8 

Perfect for fans of the Hunger Games and Maze Runner series, 
Divergent and its sequels, Insurgent and Allegiant, are the 
gripping story of a dystopian world transformed by courage, 
self-sacrifice, and love. Fans of the Divergent movie will find 
the book packed with just as much emotional depth and 
exhilarating action as the film, all told in beautiful, rich 
language. 
 
One choice can transform you. Beatrice Prior's society is 
divided into five factions—Candor (the honest), Abnegation 
(the selfless), Dauntless (the brave), Amity (the peaceful), and 
Erudite (the intelligent). Beatrice must choose between 
staying with her Abnegation family and transferring factions. 
Her choice will shock her community and herself. But the 
newly christened Tris also has a secret, one she's determined 
to keep hidden, because in this world, what makes you 
different makes you dangerous. 

  



 

Brush of Wings Kingsbury, Karen 4.2 

Against the advice of her doctor, Mary Catherine moves to 
Uganda to work at a new orphanage. Whatever time she has 
left, Mary Catherine wants to spend it helping children—
especially since she is unable to have children of her own. The 
only problem is Marcus Dillinger, the Major League Baseball 
player she was never meant to fall in love with. But neither 
Marcus nor Mary Catherine's other friends—Tyler Ames and 
Sami Dawson—know just how serious her heart condition is. 
 
Still, Marcus suspects something isn't right. After months of 
silence, a divinely timed letter from Mary Catherine leads him 
on a desperate life-or-death mission to get her to a US 
hospital before time runs out. Meanwhile, as Sami and Tyler 
prepare to marry, the group receives shocking news that 
changes everyone's plans. 
 
The team of angels walking is busier than ever in this epic 
battle between life and death. Brush of Wings is a poignant 
tale of love, sacrifice, and the power of faith. 

 

Golden Son Brown, Pierce 4.7 

As a Red, Darrow grew up working the mines deep beneath 
the surface of Mars, enduring backbreaking labor while 
dreaming of the better future he was building for his 
descendants. But the Society he faithfully served was built on 
lies. Darrow's kind have been betrayed and denied by their 
elitist masters, the Golds—and their only path to liberation is 
revolution. And so Darrow sacrifices himself in the name of 
the greater good for which Eo, his true love and inspiration, 
laid down her own life. He becomes a Gold, infiltrating their 
privileged realm so that he can destroy it from within. 
 
A lamb among wolves in a cruel world, Darrow finds 
friendship, respect, and even love—but also the wrath of 
powerful rivals. To wage and win the war that will change 
humankind's destiny, Darrow must confront the treachery 
arrayed against him, overcome his all-too-human desire for 
retribution—and strive not for violent revolt but a hopeful 
rebirth. Though the road ahead is fraught with danger and 
deceit, Darrow must choose to follow Eo's principles of love 
and justice to free his people. 

  



 

Mayflower 
Treasure Hunt 

Roy, Ron 4.1 

The hunt is on! Dink, Josh, and Ruth Rose are spending 
Thanksgiving in Plymouth, Massachusetts. They can't wait to 
see the sights and have a Thanksgiving dinner, just like the 
Pilgrims would have eaten. Then the kids learn about a 
sapphire necklace that went missing on the real Mayflower. 
Could the 400-year-old treasure be hidden somewhere 
nearby? And will someone else find it before they do? 
With A to Z Mysteries Super Editions, chapter book readers 
can keep on collecting clues and solving mysteries with Dink, 
Josh, and Ruth Rose. Now with over 8 million copies in print, 
this classic kid-favorite series is back with a bright new look 
and hidden messages! 

 

The Missing 
Mummy 

Roy, Ron 4.0 

Kids love collecting the entire alphabet and super editions! 
With over 8 million copies in print, the A to Z Mysteries® have 
been hooking chapter book readers on mysteries and reading 
for years. Now this classic kid favorite is back with a bright 
new look! 
 
M is for Mummy . . . Dink, Josh, and Ruth Rose want their 
mummy! It's Mummy Monday at the museum, and the kids 
get to see a child mummy in an actual tomb. But then 
someone robs the tomb and steals the mummy. Can the three 
friends unravel the mystery? 

  



 

The Election-Day 
Disaster 

Roy, Ron 4.0 

In the tenth book of the Capital Mysteries—an early chapter 
book mystery series featuring fun facts and famous sites from 
Washington, D.C.—KC and her best friend, Marshall, wake up 
to a trick not a treat the morning after the White House 
Halloween costume party. With the presidential election only 
a week away, someone has posted damaging photos of the 
president on the Internet, photos that were digitally doctored! 
Will they ruin President Thornton's chances for a second 
term? Or can KC and Marshall rescue the election? 

 

The Skeleton in the 
Smithsonian 

Roy, Ron 4.1 

In the third book of the Capital Mysteries—an early chapter 
book mystery series featuring fun facts and famous sites from 
Washington, D.C.— KC and her friend Marshall explore the 
Smithsonian, the most famous museum in the world. The 
money to build it was given to Washington, D.C., over a 
hundred years ago, but now one man is claiming that money 
should be his. KC and Marshall think they can prove Mr. Fisher 
is a big liar. But if they are wrong, the Smithsonian will belong 
to him! 

  



 

Turkey Trouble on 
the National Mall 

Roy, Ron 4.0 

Every year, the president pardons one turkey for Thanksgiving. 
One. But KC and her best friend, Marshall, think one isn't 
enough! This year, they want to gather lots of turkeys to be 
spared. The night before the holiday, the turkeys are in a big 
flock on the National Mall waiting to be set free. The next 
morning, they're gone! Who would steal 117 Thanksgiving 
turkeys? KC and Marshall have to ruffle some feathers to find 
out! 

 

The Infinite Sea Yancey, Rick 4.7 

How do you rid the Earth of seven billion humans? Rid the 
humans of their humanity. 
 
Surviving the first four waves was nearly impossible. Now 
Cassie Sullivan finds herself in a new world, a world in which 
the fundamental trust that binds us together is gone. As the 
5th Wave rolls across the landscape, Cassie, Ben, and Ringer 
are forced to confront the Others' ultimate goal: the 
extermination of the human race. 
 
Cassie and her friends haven't seen the depths to which the 
Others will sink, nor have the Others seen the heights to which 
humanity will rise, in the ultimate battle between life and 
death, hope and despair, love and hate. 

  



 

Star Wars: 
Aftermath 

Wendig, Chuck 4.8 

As the Empire reels from its critical defeats at the Battle of 
Endor, the Rebel Alliance—now a fledgling New Republic—
presses its advantage by hunting down the enemy's scattered 
forces before they can regroup and retaliate. But above the 
remote planet Akiva, an ominous show of the enemy's 
strength is unfolding. Out on a lone reconnaissance mission, 
pilot Wedge Antilles watches Imperial Star Destroyers gather 
like birds of prey circling for a kill, but he's taken captive 
before he can report back to the New Republic leaders. 
 
Meanwhile, on the planet's surface, former rebel fighter Norra 
Wexley has returned to her native world—war weary, ready to 
reunite with her estranged son, and eager to build a new life 
in some distant place. But when Norra intercepts Wedge 
Antilles's urgent distress call, she realizes her time as a 
freedom fighter is not yet over. What she doesn't know is just 
how close the enemy is—or how decisive and dangerous her 
new mission will be. 
 
Determined to preserve the Empire's power, the surviving 
Imperial elite are converging on Akiva for a top-secret 
emergency summit—to consolidate their forces and rally for a 
counterstrike. But they haven't reckoned on Norra and her 
newfound allies—her technical-genius son, a Zabrak bounty 
hunter, and a reprobate Imperial defector—who are prepared 
to do whatever they must to end the Empire's oppressive 
reign once and for all. 

 

The BFG Dahl, Roald 4.8 

Roald Dahl's beloved novel hits the big screen in July 2016 in a 
major motion picture adaptation directed by Steven Spielberg 
from Amblin Entertainment and Walt Disney Pictures. 
When Sophie is snatched from her orphanage bed by the BFG 
(Big Friendly Giant), she fears she will be eaten. But instead 
the two join forces to vanquish the nine other far less gentle 
giants who threaten to consume earth's children. This 
beautiful hardcover gift edition of Dahl's classic features the 
original illustrations by Quentin Blake, as well as a silk ribbon 
marker, acid-free paper, gilt stamping on a full-cloth cover, 
decorative endpapers, and a sewn binding. 

  



 

Rump: The True 
Story of 
Rumpelstiltskin 

Shurtliff, Liesl 4.4 

In a magic kingdom where your name is your destiny, 12-year-
old Rump is the butt of everyone's joke. But when he finds an 
old spinning wheel, his luck seems to change. Rump discovers 
he has a gift for spinning straw into gold. His best friend, Red 
Riding Hood, warns him that magic is dangerous, and she's 
right. With each thread he spins, he weaves himself deeper 
into a curse. 
To break the spell, Rump must go on a perilous quest, fighting 
off pixies, trolls, poison apples, and a wickedly foolish queen. 
The odds are against him, but with courage and friendship—
and a cheeky sense of humor—he just might triumph in the 
end. 

 

The Jumbies Baptiste, Tracey 4.6 

Corinne La Mer isn’t afraid of anything. Not scorpions, not the 
boys who tease her, and certainly not jumbies. They’re just 
tricksters parents make up to frighten their children. Then one 
night Corinne chases an agouti all the way into the forbidden 
forest. Those shining yellow eyes that followed her to the 
edge of the trees, they couldn’t belong to a jumbie. Or could 
they? 
  
When Corinne spots a beautiful stranger speaking to the town 
witch at the market the next day, she knows something 
unexpected is about to happen. And when this same beauty, 
called Severine, turns up at Corinne’s house, Corinne is sure 
that danger is in the air. She soon finds out that bewitching 
her father, Pierre, is only the first step in Severine’s plan to 
claim the entire island for the jumbies. Corinne must call on 
her courage and her friends and learn to use ancient magic 
she didn’t know she possessed to stop Severine and to save 
her island home. 

  



 

All the Answers Messner, Kate 4.6 

What if your pencil had all the answers? Would you ace every 
test? Would you know what your teachers were thinking? 
 
When Ava Anderson finds a scratched up pencil, she doodles 
like she would with any other pencil. But when she writes a 
question in the margin of her math quiz, she hears a clear 
answer in a voice no one else seems to hear. 
 
With the help of her friend Sophie, Ava figures out that the 
pencil will answer factual questions only—those with definite 
right or wrong answers—but won't predict the future. Ava and 
Sophie discover all kinds of uses for the pencil, and Ava's 
confidence grows with each answer. But it's getting shorter 
with every sharpening, and when the pencil reveals a scary 
truth about Ava's family, she realizes that sometimes the 
bravest people are the ones who live without all the answers… 

 

I Text Dead People Cooper, Rose 4.4 

Annabel Craven hopes she'll fit in—maybe even be popular—
at the Academy. She's worried she'll stay friendless and 
phoneless (it's true). But when she finds a mysterious phone in 
the woods near the cemetery, one of her problems is solved . . 
. and another one is just beginning. 
Someone won't stop texting her. And that someone seems . . . 
dead. How is Annabel supposed to make friends when her 
phone keeps blowing up with messages from the afterlife? 
And what will happen if she doesn't text back? 
Includes morbidly-cute black-and-white illustrations! 

  



 

Wild Boy Jones, Rob Lloyd 4.6 

Murder mystery meets carnival flair in a rollicking Victorian 
adventure centered on a boy with a unique appearance—and 
unique gifts. In the seedy underworld of Victorian London, a 
boy is born and abandoned. Snatched up by an unscrupulous 
and abusive showman, Wild Boy, covered in hair from head to 
toe, becomes a sideshow freak. Isolated from other children 
and wickedly abused by the cruel master who bought him, 
Wild Boy becomes an avid observer, developing Sherlock 
Holmes–like deductive skills. Although he is tormented and 
insulted, kicked and spat at, his quick mind takes in everything 
he sees. When a murder occurs at the fair, Wild Boy is hastily 
accused. Can he use his powers of deduction to save himself? 
And will the talented and spunky young acrobat Clarissa be 
with him—or against him? Readers will be swept along by the 
cinematic pace, immersed in the vivid historical setting, and 
gripped by suspense as they wait to find out if a better fate 
could possibly await someone so very different. 

 

Wild Boy & the 
Black Terror 

Jones, Rob Lloyd 4.9 

London, 1842. Wild Boy, master detective and former freak-
show performer, and Clarissa, circus acrobat and 
troublemaker, are the secret last hope of a city beset by 
horror. A poisoner stalks the streets, leaving victims mad with 
terror?—?and then dead. Can the Black Terror be traced to a 
demon called Malphas? With their partnership threatened by 
rules and regulations, can Wild Boy and Clarissa uncover a 
cure in time to save the queen and the city? 

  



 

The Afterlife 
Academy 

Cole, Frank L. 4.7 

When Walter Prairie is struck dead by a bolt of lightning, he's 
fast-tracked through the Afterlife Academy and assigned as a 
Guardian Agent to protect a High-Level Target. 
Walter's HLT, Charlie Dewdle, isn't the most popular kid in 
school. He's a bit paranormally obsessed. And he has just 
found an old book that could be used to open the Gateway for 
demons to wreak havoc on earth. 
Now, it's up to Charlie and Walter to fight an eclectic horde of 
enemies and protect humankind at all costs. But saving the 
world isn't so easy. Especially when your protector doesn't 
know the first thing about the underworld, bullies like Mo 
Horvath are trying to hunt you down, pretty and popular 
Melissa Bittner is suddenly talking to you, and your parents 
think you're going crazy. 

 

Ninja Timmy Tamm, Henrik 4.8 

Timmy the cat, his pal Simon the mink, and the pig brothers 
Jasper and Casper are inventors, and they're hoping to sell 
their fabulous new contraption to a local merchant. With high 
hopes, they haul their machine through the crowded streets 
of Elyzandrium—and are promptly robbed by a gang of bullies. 
With the help of two new friends, Alfred, a kindly old 
toymaker, and Flores, a skilled cat pilot, Timmy and his pals set 
out to get back what is rightfully theirs. As it turns out, they're 
not the only victims of these dastardly criminals. But what can 
this band of misfits do? 
 
In this action-packed adventure, the intrepid Timmy and his 
wily friends transform themselves into crime-fighting ninjas—
and quite possibly heroes! 

  



 

Everything, 
Everything 

Yoon, Nicola 4.4 

My disease is as rare as it is famous. Basically, I'm allergic to 
the world. I don't leave my house, have not left my house in 
seventeen years. The only people I ever see are my mom and 
my nurse, Carla. 
 
But then one day, a moving truck arrives next door. I look out 
my window, and I see him. He's tall, lean and wearing all 
black—black T-shirt, black jeans, black sneakers, and a black 
knit cap that covers his hair completely. He catches me looking 
and stares at me. I stare right back. His name is Olly. 
 
Maybe we can't predict the future, but we can predict some 
things. For example, I am certainly going to fall in love with 
Olly. It's almost certainly going to be a disaster. 
Everything, Everything will make you laugh, cry, and feel 
everything in between. It's an innovative, inspiring, and 
heartbreakingly romantic debut novel that unfolds via 
vignettes, diary entries, illustrations, and more. 
The movie is available on digital now! 

 

Light: A Gone 
Novel 

Grant, Michael 4.6 

It's been over a year since all the adults disappeared. Gone. 
 
In the time since every person over the age of fourteen 
disappeared from the town of Perdido Beach, California, 
countless battles have been fought: battles against hunger and 
lies and plague, and epic battles of good against evil. 
 
And now, the gaiaphage has been reborn as Diana's malicious 
mutant daughter, Gaia. Gaia is endlessly hungry for 
destruction. She yearns to conquer her nemesis, Little Pete, 
and then bend the entire world to her warped will. As long-
standing enemies become allies, secrets are revealed and 
unexpected sacrifices are made. Will their attempts to save 
themselves and one another matter in the end, or will the kids 
of Perdido Beach perish in this final power struggle? 

  



 

The Rise of Nine Lore, Pittacus 4.8 

In Pittacus Lore's The Rise of Nine, third in the New York Times 
bestselling I Am Number Four series, the stakes are higher 
than ever as John, Six, and Seven try desperately to find the 
rest of the Garde before it's too late. 
 
The Mogadorians who destroyed the planet Lorien continue to 
hunt down the Garde, the small group of Loric survivors who 
have taken refuge on Earth. The Garde must come together. 
They are Lorien and Earth's only hope. 
 
During the dangerous mission at the Mogadorian base in West 
Virginia, John found and rescued Nine. But even with their 
combined powers, special abilities known as Legacies, the pair 
barely escaped with their lives--and they lost Sam in the 
process. 
 
In order to save our world and their own, John and Nine must 
join forces with Six and Seven who have been battling the 
Mogadorians in Spain, and who are now trying to locate 
Number Eight in India. 

 

Icing on the Cake Berk, Sheryl 4.3 

Meet Jenna. 
 
She's the cupcake club's official taste tester, but the past few 
weeks have not been so sweet. Her mom just got engaged to 
Leo—who Jenna is sure is not "The One"—and Peace, Love, 
and Cupcakes has to bake the wedding cake. Jenna is ready to 
throw in the towel, especially when she hears the wedding will 
be in Las Vegas on Easter weekend, one of the most important 
holidays for the club's business. 
 
Can Jenna and her friends handle their busy orders—and the 
Elvis impersonators—or will they have a cupcake meltdown? 

  



 

Rose Webb, Holly 4.9 

Mr. Fountain's grand mansion is a world away from the dark 
orphanage Rose had left behind. The gleaming, golden house 
is practically overflowing with sparkling magic—she can feel it. 
And though Rose had always wanted to be an ordinary girl 
with an ordinary life, she realizes she may possess a little bit of 
magic herself. 

 

My Very UnFairy 
Tale Life 

Staniszewski, Anna 4.5 

You know all those stories that claim fairies cry sparkle tears 
and elves travel by rainbow? They're lies. All lies. 
I've spent my life as an official adventurer. I travel across 
enchanted kingdoms saving magical creatures and fighting 
horrible beasts that most of you think are only myths and 
legends. I've never had a social life. My friends have all 
forgotten me. And let's not even talk about trying to do my 
homework. So — I'm done!! I'm tired and I want to go back to 
being a normal girl. But then along comes "Prince Charming" 
asking for help, and, well, what's a tired girl like me supposed 
to do? 

  



 

Dr. Critchlore's 
School for Minions 

Grau, Sheila 4.8 

Welcome to Dr. Critchlore's School for Minions, the premier 
trainer of minions for Evil Overlords everywhere. No student is 
prouder to be at Dr. Critchlore's than Runt Higgins, a twelve-
year-old werewolf. (At least he thinks he's twelve. He was 
abandoned at the school as a baby, so he can't say for sure.) 
Runt loves everything about Dr. Critchlore's. He loves his 
classes—like History of Henchmen and Introduction to 
Explosives. He loves his friends—like Darthin the gargoyle and 
Syke the tree nymph. And he loves his foster family, who took 
him in when his wolf pack couldn't. But not everyone loves Dr. 
Critchlore's as much as Runt. After a series of disasters, each 
worse than the next, it's clear that someone is trying to shut 
the school down. It's up to Runt, who knows the place better 
than anybody, to figure out who's behind the attacks . . . and 
to save his home, and Dr. Critchlore himself, from total 
destruction. 

 

The Reindeer Wish Evert, Lori 4.6 

When Anja discovers an abandoned reindeer baby in the 
woods, she cares for it and raises it as her own. They become 
dear friends and have many adventures together, but as the 
reindeer grows he wishes to rejoin his kind. So Anja leads him 
to join the greatest reindeer of all—those of Santa's sled team. 

  



 

Dumplin' Murphy, Julie 4.6 

Self-proclaimed fat girl Willowdean Dickson (dubbed 
"Dumplin'" by her former beauty queen mom) has always 
been at home in her own skin. Her thoughts on having the 
ultimate bikini body? Put a bikini on your body. 
 
With her all-American beauty best friend, Ellen, by her side, 
things have always worked . . . until Will takes a job at Harpy's, 
the local fast-food joint. There she meets Private School Bo, a 
hot former jock. Will isn't surprised to find herself attracted to 
Bo. But she is surprised when he seems to like her back. 
Instead of finding new heights of self-assurance in her 
relationship with Bo, Will starts to doubt herself. So she sets 
out to take back her confidence by doing the most horrifying 
thing she can imagine: entering the Miss Clover City beauty 
pageant—along with several other unlikely candidates—to 
show the world that she deserves to be up there as much as 
any girl does. 
 
Along the way, she'll shock the hell out of Clover City—and 
maybe herself most of all. 

 

Nowhere but Here McGarry, Katie 4.8 

Seventeen-year-old Emily likes her life the way it is: doting 
parents, good friends, good school in a safe neighborhood. 
Sure, she's curious about her biological father—the one who 
chose life in a motorcycle club, the Reign of Terror, over being 
a parent—but that doesn't mean she wants to be a part of his 
world. But when a reluctant visit turns into an extended 
summer vacation among relatives she never knew she had, 
one thing becomes clear: nothing is what it seems. Not the 
club, not her secret-keeping father and not Oz, a guy with 
suck-me-in blue eyes who can help her understand them both. 
 
Oz wants one thing: to join the Reign of Terror. They're the 
good guys. They protect people. They're...family. And while 
Emily—the gorgeous and sheltered daughter of the club's 
most respected member—is in town, he's gonna prove it to 
her. So when her father asks him to keep her safe from a rival 
club with a score to settle, Oz knows it's his shot at his dream. 
What he doesn't count on is that Emily just might turn that 
dream upside down. 
 
No one wants them to be together. But sometimes the right 
person is the one you least expect, and the road you fear the 
most is the one that leads you home. 

  



 

The Halloween 
Tree 

Bradbury, Ray 4.7 

"A fast-moving, eerie...tale set on Halloween night. Eight 
costumed boys running to meet their friend Pipkin at the 
haunted house outside town encounter instead the huge and 
cadaverous Mr. Moundshroud. As Pipkin scrambles to join 
them, he is swept away by a dark Something, and 
Moundshroud leads the boys on the tail of a kite through time 
and space to search the past for their friend and the meaning 
of Halloween. After witnessing a funeral procession in ancient 
Egypt, cavemen discovering fire, Druid rites, the persecution 
of witches in the Dark Ages, and the gargoyles of Notre Dame, 
they catch up with the elusive Pipkin in the catacombs of 
Mexico, where each boy gives one year from the end of his life 
to save Pipkin's. Enhanced by appropriately haunting black-
and-white drawings."--Booklist 

 

P.S. I Still Love You Han, Jenny 4.3 

Lara Jean didn't expect to really fall for Peter. 
 
She and Peter were just pretending. Except suddenly they 
weren't. Now Lara Jean is more confused than ever. 
 
When another boy from her past returns to her life, Lara 
Jean's feelings for him return too. Can a girl be in love with 
two boys at once? 
 
In this charming and heartfelt sequel to the New York Times 
bestseller To All the Boys I've Loved Before, we see first love 
through the eyes of the unforgettable Lara Jean. Love is never 
easy, but maybe that's part of what makes it so amazing. 

  



 

The 5th Wave Yancey, Rick 4.6 

After the 1st wave, only darkness remains. After the 2nd, only 
the lucky escape. And after the 3rd, only the unlucky survive. 
After the 4th wave, only one rule applies: trust no one. 
 
Now, it's the dawn of the 5th wave, and on a lonely stretch of 
highway, Cassie runs from Them. The beings who only look 
human, who roam the countryside killing anyone they see. 
Who have scattered Earth's last survivors. To stay alone is to 
stay alive, Cassie believes, until she meets Evan Walker. 
Beguiling and mysterious, Evan Walker may be Cassie's only 
hope for rescuing her brother—or even saving herself. But 
Cassie must choose: between trust and despair, between 
defiance and surrender, between life and death. To give up or 
to get up. 

 

Off the Page Picoult, Jodi 4.8 

Delilah and Oliver shouldn't be together. But they are 
together. And just as they're getting used to the possibility 
that happily ever after may really, truly be theirs, the universe 
sends them a message they can't ignore: they won't be 
allowed to rewrite their story. 
 
Delilah and Oliver must decide how much they're willing to 
risk for love and what it takes to have a happy ending in a 
world where the greatest adventures happen off the page. 

  



 

Breaking Sky McCarthy, Cori 4.7 

Chase Harcourt, call sign"Nyx", isn't one to play it safe. In 
2048, America is locked in the second cold war—and the 
country's best hope is the elite teen fighter pilots of the 
United Star Academy. Chase is one of only two daredevil pilots 
chose to fly an experimental "Streaker" jet. All anyone cares 
about is that Chase aces the upcoming Streaker trails, proving 
the prototype jet can knock the enemy out of the sky. Only 
few know the pain and loneliness of her past. 
 
As the world tilts toward war, Chase discovers a military 
secret. There's a third Streaker, and it's young pilot, Tristan, 
can match her on the ground and in the clouds. Chase doesn't 
play well with others, but to save her country, she'll have to 
put her life in the hands of the competition. 
 
Breaking Sky is a gritty coming of age tale with tons of action, 
a fascinating dystopian society, humor, friendship, romance 
and heart-stopping, high-stakes flying that will leave you on 
the edge of your seat. 

 

The Kid Kingdom Badger, H. 4.5 

Space Scout is another fantastic series from the creators of Zac 
Power! Kip is off to a planet without any adults! It's every kid's 
dream - a world full of rollercoasters, hover-boarding ramps 
and chocolate fountains. But when disaster strikes, are the 
kids too busy playing to save the planet? 

  



 

Gone Grant, Michael 4.3 

In the blink of an eye, everyone disappears. Gone. Except for 
the young. There are teens, but not one single adult. Just as 
suddenly, there are no phones, no internet, no television. No 
way to get help. And no way to figure out what's happened. 
 
Hunger threatens. Bullies rule. A sinister creature lurks. 
Animals are mutating. And the teens themselves are changing, 
developing new talents—unimaginable, dangerous, deadly 
powers—that grow stronger by the day. 
 
It's a terrifying new world. Sides are being chosen, a fight is 
shaping up. Townies against rich kids. Bullies against the weak. 
Powerful against powerless. And time is running out: on your 
birthday, you disappear just like everyone else. . . . 

 

Plague: A Gone 
Novel 

Grant, Michael 4.1 

It's been eight months since all the adults disappeared. Gone. 
 
They've survived hunger. They've survived lies. But the stakes 
keep rising, and the dystopian horror keeps building. Yet 
despite the simmering unrest left behind by so many battles, 
power struggles, and angry divides, there is a momentary calm 
in Perdido Beach. 
 
But enemies in the FAYZ don't just fade away, and in the quiet, 
deadly things are stirring, mutating, and finding their way free. 
The Darkness has found its way into the mind of its Nemesis at 
last and is controlling it through a haze of delirium and 
confusion. A highly contagious, fatal illness spreads at an 
alarming rate. Sinister, predatory insects terrorize Perdido 
Beach. And Sam, Astrid, Diana, and Caine are plagued by a 
growing doubt that they'll escape—or even survive—life in the 
FAYZ. With so much turmoil surrounding them, what 
desperate choices will they make when it comes to saving 
themselves and those they love? 

  



 

Fear: A Gone Novel Grant, Michael 4.3 

It's been one year since all the adults disappeared. Gone. 
 
Despite the hunger, despite the lies, even despite the plague, 
the kids of Perdido Beach are determined to survive. Creeping 
into the tenuous new world they've built, though, is the worst 
incarnation yet of the enemy known as the Darkness: fear. 
 
Within the FAYZ, life breaks down while the Darkness takes 
over—turning the dome-world of the FAYZ entirely black. A 
will to survive and a desire to take care of those they love 
endure in this ravaged band, even in the bleakest moments. 
But in darkness, the worst fears of all emerge, and the cruelest 
of intentions are carried out. After so many months, is all 
about to be lost in the FAYZ? 

 

The Crossover Alexander, Kwame 4.3 

"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. 
My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I'm 
delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He 
and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But 
Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad 
beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and 
furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood from 
Kwame Alexander. 
 
Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and 
off the court to realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible 
price, as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-
changer for the entire family. 

  



 

Red Berries White 
Clouds Blue Sky 

Dallas, Sandra 4.3 

It's 1942: Tomi Itano, 12, is a second-generation Japanese 
American who lives in California with her family on their 
strawberry farm. Although her parents came from Japan and 
her grandparents still live there, Tomi considers herself an 
American. She doesn't speak Japanese and has never been to 
Japan. But after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, things 
change. No Japs Allowed signs hang in store windows and 
Tomi's family is ostracized. Things get much worse. Suspected 
as a spy, Tomi's father is taken away. The rest of the Itano 
family is sent to an internment camp in Colorado. Many other 
Japanese American families face a similar fate. Tomi becomes 
bitter, wondering how her country could treat her and her 
family like the enemy. What does she need to do to prove she 
is an honorable American? Sandra Dallas shines a light on a 
dark period of American history in this story of a young 
Japanese American girl caught up in the prejudices and World 
War II. 

 

The Julian Chapter Palacio, R.J. 4.3 

From the very first day Auggie and Julian met in the pages of 
R. J. Palacio's life-changing book Wonder, it was clear they 
were never going to be friends, with Julian treating Auggie like 
he had the plague. And while Wonder told Auggie's story 
through six different viewpoints, Julian's perspective was 
never shared. Readers could only guess what he was thinking. 
Until now. The Julian Chapter will finally reveal the bully's side 
of the story. Why is Julian so unkind to Auggie? And does he 
have a chance for redemption? 

  



 

Flipped Van Draanen, 
Wendelin 

4.8 

The first time she saw him, she flipped. The first time he saw 
her, he ran. That was the second grade, but not much has 
changed by the seventh. She says: "My Bryce. Still walking 
around with my first kiss." He says: "It's been six years of 
strategic avoidance and social discomfort." But in the eighth 
grade everything gets turned upside down. And just as he's 
thinking there's more to her than meets the eye, she' s 
thinking that he's not quite all he seemed. 
This is a classic romantic comedy of errors told in alternating 
chapters by two fresh, funny voices. Wendelin Van Draanen is 
at her best here with a knockout cast of quirky characters and 
a hilarious series of misunderstandings and missed 
opportunities. But underlying the humor are two teens in 
transition. They are each learning to look beyond the surface 
of people, both figuring out who they are, who they want to 
be, and who they want to be with. 

 

A Forest Divided Hunter, Erin 4.4 

The fifth book in the Dawn of the Clans series takes readers 
back to the earliest days of the Clans, when the cats first 
settled in the forest and began to forge the warrior code. 
 
The spirit-cats have spoken: to survive, the cats from the 
mountains must grow and spread like the Blazing Star. Clear 
Sky believes the only way to grow is to band together again, 
but few cats are willing to ally with him. While Tall Shadow 
plans to establish a new camp in the pine forest, River Ripple 
is content by the water, and Wind Runner has made her own 
home on the moor. 
 
The time has now come for all cats to decide where they will 
live—and where their allegiances truly lie. 

  



 

The Last Time We 
Say Goodbye 

Hand, Cynthia 4.5 

From New York Times bestselling author Cynthia Hand comes 
a stunning, heart-wrenching novel of love and loss, which ALA 
Booklist called "both shatteringly painful and bright with life 
and hope" in a starred review. 
 
Since her brother, Tyler, committed suicide, Lex has been 
trying to keep her grief locked away, and to forget about what 
happened that night. But as she starts putting her life, her 
family, and her friendships back together, Lex is haunted by a 
secret she hasn't told anyone—a text Tyler sent, that could 
have changed everything. 

 

The Adventures of 
Captain 
Underpants 

Pilkey, Dav 4.3 

Fourth graders George Beard and Harold Hutchins are a 
couple of class clowns. The only thing they enjoy more than 
playing practical jokes is creating their own comic books. And 
together they've created the greatest superhero in the history 
of their elementary school: Captain Underpants! His true 
identity is SO secret, even HE doesn't know who he is! 

  



 

Pink & Green Is the 
New Black 

Greenwald, Lisa 4.1 

Lucy Desberg is in eighth grade, and she's determined to make 
this year perfect. Over the course of the year, though, her 
talents for makeup and problem-solving will be put to the test. 
On the outside, things couldn't be better: her family's spa is 
doing well, and she has a boyfriend, Yamir. But Yamir's in high 
school now, and Lucy's too embarrassed to admit that he 
hasn't called her in weeks. To take her mind off him, she 
throws herself into planning the eighth-grade masquerade, 
using her makeup skills to rally her classmates. But as she soon 
learns, ignoring a problem does not make it go away. It's 
destined to pop up at the worst possible time. Lucy's 
resourcefulness will be put to the test as she grows up and 
starts making decisions about the type of person—and 
girlfriend and friend and daughter and sister—that she wants 
to be. 

 

The Stranger Coben, Harlan 4.5 

The Stranger appears out of nowhere, perhaps in a bar, or a 
parking lot, or at the grocery store. His identity is unknown. 
His motives are unclear. His information is undeniable. Then 
he whispers a few words in your ear and disappears, leaving 
you picking up the pieces of your shattered world... 
Adam Price has a lot to lose: a comfortable marriage to a 
beautiful woman, two wonderful sons, and all the trappings of 
the American Dream: a big house, a good job, a seemingly 
perfect life. 
Then he runs into the Stranger. When he learns a devastating 
secret about his wife, Corinne, he confronts her, and the 
mirage of perfection disappears as if it never existed at all. 
Soon Adam finds himself tangled in something far darker than 
even Corinne's deception, and realizes that if he doesn't make 
exactly the right moves, the conspiracy he's stumbled into will 
not only ruin lives—it will end them. 

  



 

Holes Sachar, Louis 4.6 

Stanley Yelnats is under a curse. A curse that began with his 
no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing-great-great-grandfather and 
has since followed generations of Yelnatses. Now Stanley has 
been unjustly sent to a boys' detention center, Camp Green 
Lake, where the boys build character by spending all day, 
every day digging holes exactly five feet wide and five feet 
deep. There is no lake at Camp Green Lake. But there are an 
awful lot of holes. 
It doesn't take long for Stanley to realize there's more than 
character improvement going on at Camp Green Lake. The 
boys are digging holes because the warden is looking for 
something. But what could be buried under a dried-up lake? 
Stanley tries to dig up the truth in this inventive and darkly 
humorous tale of crime and punishment—and redemption. 

 

Where the Red 
Fern Grows 

Rawls, Wilson 4.9 

Billy has long dreamt of owning not one, but two, dogs. So 
when he's finally able to save up enough money for two pups 
to call his own—Old Dan and Little Ann—he's ecstatic. It 
doesn't matter that times are tough; together they'll roam the 
hills of the Ozarks. 
Soon Billy and his hounds become the finest hunting team in 
the valley. Stories of their great achievements spread 
throughout the region, and the combination of Old Dan's 
brawn, Little Ann's brains, and Billy's sheer will seems 
unbeatable. But tragedy awaits these determined hunters—
now friends—and Billy learns that hope can grow out of 
despair, and that the seeds of the future can come from the 
scars of the past. 

  



 

The Tale of 
Despereaux 

DiCamillo, Kate 4.7 

Welcome to the story of Despereaux Tilling, a mouse who is in 
love with music, stories, and a princess named Pea. It is also 
the story of a rat called Roscuro, who lives in the darkness and 
covets a world filled with light. And it is the story of Miggery 
Sow, a slow-witted serving girl who harbors a simple, 
impossible wish. These three characters are about to embark 
on a journey that will lead them down into a horrible 
dungeon, up into a glittering castle, and, ultimately, into each 
other's lives. What happens then? As Kate DiCamillo would 
say: Reader, it is your destiny to find out. 
With black-and-white illustrations and a refreshed cover by 
Timothy Basil Ering. 

 

When You Reach 
Me 

Stead, Rebecca 4.5 

Shortly after a fall-out with her best friend, sixth grader 
Miranda starts receiving mysterious notes, and she doesn't 
know what to do. The notes tell her that she must write a 
letter—a true story, and that she can't share her mission with 
anyone. 
 
It would be easy to ignore the strange messages, except that 
whoever is leaving them has an uncanny ability to predict the 
future. If that is the case, then Miranda has a big problem—
because the notes tell her that someone is going to die, and 
she might be too late to stop it. 

  



 

Okay for Now Schmidt, Gary D. 4.9 

As a fourteen-year-old who just moved to a new town, with no 
friends and a louse for an older brother, Doug Swieteck has all 
the stats stacked against him. So begins a coming-of-age 
masterwork full of equal parts comedy and tragedy from 
Newbery Honor winner Gary D. Schmidt. As Doug struggles to 
be more than the "skinny thug" that his teachers and the 
police think him to be, he finds an unlikely ally in Lil Spicer—a 
fiery young lady who "smelled like daisies would smell if they 
were growing in a big field under a clearing sky after a rain." In 
Lil, Doug finds the strength to endure an abusive father, the 
suspicions of a whole town, and the return of his oldest 
brother, forever scarred, from Vietnam. Together, they find a 
safe haven in the local library, inspiration in learning about the 
plates of John James Audubon's birds, and a hilarious 
adventure on a Broadway stage. In this stunning novel, 
Schmidt expertly weaves multiple themes of loss and recovery 
in a story teeming with distinctive, unusual characters and 
invaluable lessons about love, creativity, and survival. 

 

Soccer on Sunday Osborne, Mary 
Pope 

4.1 

Goal! Jack and Annie have tickets to one of the most exciting 
soccer games ever—the 1970 World Cup! They are sure the 
famous soccer player Pelé will tell them a "secret of 
greatness." The game is nonstop action and the stands are 
packed. But how will they find Pelé in a crowd of 100,000 
soccer fans? Have they failed their mission? Or will the answer 
come when they least expect it? 
Formerly numbered as Magic Tree House #52, the title of this 
book is now Magic Tree House Merlin Mission #24: Soccer on 
Sunday. 

  



 

Detective Camp Roy, Ron 4.0 

Welcome to summer camp for detectives! The kids can't wait 
to spend a week following clues and learning about the 
science of crime solving. Soon all the campers are working on 
a mystery. But while Dink, Josh, and Ruth Rose are figuring out 
their part of the puzzle, they stumble onto something 
suspicious. Could a real crime be happening at detective 
camp? 

 

Deep and Dark and 
Dangerous 

Hahn, Mary 
Downing 

4.0 

Just before summer begins, 13-year-old Ali finds an odd 
photograph in the attic. She knows the two children in it are 
her mother, Claire, and her aunt Dulcie. But who's the third 
person, the one who's been torn out of the picture? 
 
Ali figures she'll find out while she's vacationing in Maine with 
Dulcie and her four-year-old daughter, Emma, in the house 
where Ali's mother's family used to spend summers. All hopes 
for relaxation are quashed shortly after their arrival, though, 
when the girls meet Sissy, a kid who's mean and spiteful and a 
bad influence on Emma. 
 
Strangest of all, Sissy keeps talking about a girl named Teresa 
who drowned under mysterious circumstances back when 
Claire and Dulcie were kids, and whose body was never found. 
At first Ali thinks Sissy's just trying to scare her with a ghost 
story, but soon she discovers the real reason why Sissy is so 
angry. . . . Mary Downing Hahn is at her chilling best in this 
new supernatural tale that's certain to send shivers down her 
readers' spines. 

  



 

Bloodhound Pierce, Tamora 4.8 

Is Beka ready for her first real mission? 
Beka Cooper is having trouble settling into the Provost's 
Guard. In just five months as a full member, she's already gone 
through four partners. But now she's teamed up with the 
renowned Dog Goodwin and an even more famous dog—a 
scent hound named Achoo. Part of a team at last, Beka is sent 
on a special mission to Port Caynn. Once there, she delves 
deeper into the dark underworld of Tortall and learns that 
corruption extends beyond the Rogue's Court of criminals. It 
would be risky to continue to investigate, but Beka's not one 
to give up the scent. Even if it means ending her career . . . 
permanently. 
The Beka Cooper Trilogy introduces an amazing young woman 
who is the ancestor to one of Tamora Pierce's most popular 
characters: George Cooper. Here, Pierce gives fans exactly 
what they want—a smart, savvy heroine making a name for 
herself on the mean streets of Tortall's Lower City—while 
offering plenty to appeal to new readers as well! 

 

One Came Home Timberlake, Amy 4.8 

In the town of Placid, Wisconsin, in 1871, Georgie Burkhardt is 
known for two things: her uncanny aim with a rifle and her 
habit of speaking her mind plainly. 
But when Georgie blurts out something she shouldn't, her 
older sister Agatha flees, running off with a pack of 
"pigeoners" trailing the passenger pigeon migration. And 
when the sheriff returns to town with an unidentifiable 
body—wearing Agatha's blue-green ball gown—everyone 
assumes the worst. Except Georgie. Refusing to believe the 
facts that are laid down (and coffined) before her, Georgie 
sets out on a journey to find her sister. She will track every last 
clue and shred of evidence to bring Agatha home. Yet even 
with resolute determination and her trusty Springfield single-
shot, Georgie is not prepared for what she faces on the 
western frontier. 

  



 

The Second 
Summer of the 
Sisterhood 

Brashares, Ann 4.3 

With a bit of last summer's sand in the pockets, the Traveling 
Pants and the sisterhood who wears them—Lena, Tibby, 
Bridget, and Carmen—embark on their second summer 
together. 
 
Pants = love. Love your pals. Love yourself. 

 

Runaway Van Draanen, 
Wendelin 

4.7 

Holly's run away before, but this time she actually gets away—
and what felt like an escape at first soon becomes a daily 
struggle for survival. She is smart and resourceful, and she 
manages to make it across the country on her own. But how 
long can this go on? It's getting harder to avoid the truth—
Holly is now homeless. 
 
Runaway is a remarkably uplifting portrait of a girl still young 
and stubborn and naive enough to believe there's a better 
place for her in the world. 

  



 

Winterkill Boorman, Kate A 4.5 

Emmeline knows she's not supposed to explore the woods 
outside her settlement. The enemy that wiped out half her 
people lurks there, attacking at night and keeping them 
isolated in an unfamiliar land with merciless winters. Living 
with the shame of her grandmother's insubordination, 
Emmeline has learned to keep her head down and her quick 
tongue silent. When the settlement leader asks for her hand in 
marriage, it's an opportunity for Emmeline to wash the family 
slate clean—even if she has eyes for another. But before she's 
forced into an impossible decision, her dreams urge her into 
the woods, where she uncovers a path she can't help but 
follow. The trail leads to a secret that someone in the village 
will kill to protect. Her grandmother followed the same path 
and paid the price. If Emmeline isn't careful, she will be next. 

 

A Simple Song Carson, Melody 4.6 

Katrina Yoder has the voice of an angel, but her Amish parents 
believe singing is prideful vanity. When she wins a ticket to 
sing in Hollywood, her life is turned upside down. 

  



 

Six Feet Over It Longo, Jennifer 4.4 

No one is more surprised than Leigh when her father buys a 
graveyard. Less shocking is the fact that he's too lazy to look 
farther than the dinner table for employees. Working the 
literal graveyard shift, she becomes great at predicting 
headstone choice (mostly granite) and taking notes with one 
hand while offering Kleenex with the other. 
 
Sarcastic and smart, Leigh should be able to quit this stupid 
after-school job. But her world's been turned upside down by 
the sudden loss of her best friend and the appearance of 
Dario, the slightly-too-old-for-her gravedigger. Can Leigh move 
on, if moving on means it's time to get a life? 
 
Darkly humorous and heart-wrenchingly beautiful, Jennifer 
Longo's YA debut about a girl surrounded by death will change 
the way you look at friendship, love, and life. 

 

The Miraculous 
Journey of Edward 
Tulane 

DiCamillo, Kate 4.4 

Once, in a house on Egypt Street, there lived a china rabbit 
named Edward Tulane. The rabbit was very pleased with 
himself, and for good reason: he was owned by a girl named 
Abilene, who adored him completely. And then, one day, he 
was lost. . . . 
 
Kate DiCamillo takes us on an extraordinary journey, from the 
depths of the ocean to the net of a fisherman, from the 
bedside of an ailing child to the bustling streets of Memphis. 
Along the way, we are shown a miracle — that even a heart of 
the most breakable kind can learn to love, to lose, and to love 
again. 

  



 

The Witch's Boy Barnhill, Kelly 4.7 

When Ned and his identical twin brother tumble from their 
raft into a raging river, only Ned survives. Villagers are 
convinced the wrong boy lived. Across the forest that borders 
Ned’s village, Áine, the daughter of the Bandit King, is haunted 
by her mother’s last words: “The wrong boy will save your life, 
and you will save his.” When the Bandit King comes to steal 
the magic Ned’s mother, a witch, is meant to protect, Áine and 
Ned meet. Can they trust each other long enough to cross a 
dangerous enchanted forest and stop the war about to boil 
over between their two kingdoms? 

 

My Cousin's 
Keeper 

French, Simon 4.8 

When the odd new kid at school turns out to be his cousin, 
Kieran feels embarrassed and resentful. But how far will he let 
the bullying go? Eleven-year-old Kieran wants to be part of the 
"in" group at school. He wants to be on the soccer team. He 
wants to fit in. But then his weird cousin Bon turns up, both at 
school and at home. Bon knows nothing about fitting in, with 
his long blond braid, babyish hand-knit hat, and funny, precise 
voice. Bon doesn't play sports, and he likes to draw imaginary 
maps with stories about "Bon the Crusader" and "Kieran the 
Brave." He's an easy target for teasing, and Kieran has little 
patience for him. Even more irritating, Bon's only friend is the 
other new kid, a cool girl named Julia who wears cowboy 
boots and has a confidence that fascinates Kieran. What could 
she and Bon possibly have in common? With unflinching 
honesty, My Cousin's Keeper takes on childhood jealousy, 
family secrets, and unexpected kindness. 

  



 

Zombie 
Elementary: The 
Real Story 

Whitehouse, 
Howard 

4.4 

Larry Mullet is your typical fourth grader. He's not the biggest 
kid or the smartest kid or the best looking kid. He rides his 
bike, plays baseball, takes the school bus, avoids cafeteria 
food, and--oh yeah, he's a zombie hunting expert. Larry was 
just doing his usual thing when Alex Bates from Ms Hoag's 
class tried to eat him. Sadly, that was only the beginning. 
Something odd was going on at Brooks Elementary... and it 
was up to Larry and his friends to take charge (for some 
reason). Hilariously told interview-style as a record of the REAL 
story, and peppered with zombie tips and facts, zombie 
cheerleaders and plenty of gore, this book will be a surefire hit 
for anyone interested in a ghoulishly good life-or-death 
comedy. 

 

Nightmare City Klavan, Andrew 4.8 

As a reporter for his high school newspaper, Tom is always on 
the lookout for an offbeat story. But from the moment he 
woke up this morning, his own life has been more bizarre than 
any headline could ever tell. 
 
The streets of his town are suddenly empty and silent. A 
strange fog has drifted in from the sea and hangs over 
everything. And something is moving in that fog. Something 
evil. Something hungry. Closing in on Tom. 
 
Tom's terrified girlfriend Marie says the answers lie at the 
Santa Maria Monastery, a haunted ruin standing amidst a 
forest blackened by wildfire. But can he trust her? A voice that 
seems to be coming from beyond the grave is warning him 
that nothing is what it seems. 
 
Only one thing is certain: with his world collapsing around 
him, Tom has only a few hours to recover the life he knew — 
before he, too, is lost forever in this nightmare city. 

  



 

See Jane Run Jayne, Hannah 4.8 

I know who you are. 
 
When Riley first gets the postcard tucked into her bag, she 
thinks it's a joke. Then she finds a birth certificate for a girl 
named Jane Elizabeth O'Leary hidden inside her baby book. 
 
Riley's parents have always been pretty overprotective. What 
if it wasn't for her safety...but fear of her finding out their 
secret? What have they been hiding? The more Riley digs for 
answers, the more questions she has. 
 
The only way to know the truth? Find out what happened to 
Jane O'Leary. 

 

Attitude Stevenson, Robin 4.1 

When Cassie comes to Vancouver from Australia for an 
intensive summer program at a prestigious ballet school, she 
finds it hard to fit in. A clique of girls who have been at the 
school a long time don't want the newcomers to get any 
attention. At first Cassie tries to go along to get along, but 
when she realizes that some of the visiting summer students 
are being bullied and threatened, and that she herself is being 
sabotaged, she finally speaks out—and finds out how far some 
girls will go to succeed. 

  



 

Ignite Me Mafi, Tahereh 4.1 

The heart-stopping third installment in the New York Times 
bestselling Shatter Me series, which Ransom Riggs, author of 
Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children and Hollow City, 
called "a thrilling, high-stakes saga of self-discovery and 
forbidden love." 
 
With Omega Point destroyed, Juliette doesn't know if the 
rebels, her friends, or even Adam are alive. But that won't 
keep her from trying to take down The Reestablishment once 
and for all. Now she must rely on Warner, the handsome 
commander of Sector 45. The one person she never thought 
she could trust. The same person who saved her life. He 
promises to help Juliette master her powers and save their 
dying world . . . but that's not all he wants with her. 

  



 

Top Secret 
Twenty-One: A 
Stephanie Plum 
Novel 

Evanovich, Janet 4.3 

Trenton, New Jersey's favorite used-car dealer, Jimmy Poletti, 
was caught selling a lot more than used cars out of his 
dealerships. Now he's out on bail and has missed his date in 
court, and bounty hunter Stephanie Plum is looking to bring 
him in. Leads are quickly turning into dead ends, and all too 
frequently into dead bodies. Even Joe Morelli, the city's 
hottest cop, is struggling to find a clue to the suspected killer's 
whereabouts. These are desperate times, and they call for 
desperate measures. So Stephanie is going to have to do 
something she really doesn't want to do: protect former 
hospital security guard and general pain in her behind Randy 
Briggs. Briggs was picking up quick cash as Poletti's 
bookkeeper and knows all his boss's dirty secrets. Now Briggs 
is next on Poletti's list of people to put six feet under. 
 
To top things off, Ranger--resident security expert and 
Stephanie's greatest temptation--has been the target of an 
assassination plot. He's dodged the bullet this time, but if 
Ranger wants to survive the next attempt on his life, he'll have 
to enlist Stephanie's help and reveal a bit more of his 
mysterious past. 
 
Death threats, highly trained assassins, highly untrained 
assassins, and Stark Street being overrun by a pack of feral 
Chihuahuas are all in a day's work for Stephanie Plum. The real 
challenge is dealing with her Grandma Mazur's wild bucket 
list. A boob job and getting revenge on Joe Morelli's Grandma 
Bella can barely hold a candle to what's number one on the 
list--but that's top secret. 

  



 

The Sisterhood of 
the Traveling Pants 

Brashares, Ann 4.5 

Once there was a pair of pants. Just an ordinary pair of jeans. 
But these pants, the Traveling Pants, went on to do great 
things. This is the story of the four friends—Lena, Tibby, 
Bridget, and Carmen—who made it possible. 

 

Through the Ever 
Night 

Rossi, Veronica 4.3 

A world-defying love is put to the ultimate test in the New 
York Times and USA Today bestselling sequel to Veronica 
Rossi's "masterpiece," Under the Never Sky (Examiner.com ). 
In this second book in her spellbinding Under the Never Sky 
trilogy, bestselling author Veronica Rossi combines fantasy 
and dystopian elements to create a love story as perilous as it 
is unforgettable. 
 
It's been months since Aria last saw Perry. Months since Perry 
was named Blood Lord of the Tides, and Aria was charged with 
an impossible mission. Now, finally, they are about to be 
reunited. But their reunion is far from perfect. The Tides don't 
take kindly to Aria, a former Dweller. And with the worsening 
Aether storms threatening the tribe's precarious existence, 
Aria begins to fear that leaving Perry behind might be the only 
way to save them both. 
 
Threatened by false friends and powerful temptations, Aria 
and Perry wonder, Can their love survive through the ever 
night? 

  



 

Into the Still Blue Rossi, Veronica 4.8 

The race for survival comes to a thrilling close in the earth-
shattering conclusion to Veronica Rossi's New York Times 
bestselling Under the Never Sky trilogy. 
 
Their love and their leadership have been tested. Now it's time 
for Perry and Aria to unite the Dwellers and the Outsiders in 
one last desperate attempt to find the fabled Still Blue and 
bring balance to their world. 
 
Perfect for fans of the Hunger Games and Divergent series, 
Veronica Rossi's trilogy has been called "inspired, offbeat, and 
mesmerizing" (Kirkus Reviews, starred review) and "incredibly 
original" (Seventeen.com). Brimming with romance and 
danger and building to a climax that will leave you breathless, 
Into the Still Blue brings this "masterpiece" trilogy to an 
unforgettable close (Examiner.com). 

 

We Were Liars Lockhart, E. 4.4 

A beautiful and distinguished family. 
A private island. 
A brilliant, damaged girl; a passionate, political boy. 
A group of four friends—the Liars—whose friendship turns 
destructive. 
A revolution. An accident. A secret. 
Lies upon lies. 
True love. 
The truth. 
 
We Were Liars is a modern, sophisticated suspense novel from 
New York Times bestselling author, National Book Award 
finalist, and Printz Award honoree E. Lockhart. 
Read it. 
And if anyone asks you how it ends, just LIE. 

  



 

Legend Lu, Marie 4.8 

What was once the western United States is now home to the 
Republic, a nation perpetually at war with its neighbors. Born 
into an elite family in one of the Republic's wealthiest districts, 
fifteen-year-old June is a prodigy being groomed for success in 
the Republic's highest military circles. Born into the slums, 
fifteen-year-old Day is the country's most wanted criminal. But 
his motives may not be as malicious as they seem. 
From very different worlds, June and Day have no reason to 
cross paths - until the day June's brother, Metias, is murdered 
and Day becomes the prime suspect. Caught in the ultimate 
game of cat and mouse, Day is in a race for his family's 
survival, while June seeks to avenge Metias's death. But in a 
shocking turn of events, the two uncover the truth of what has 
really brought them together, and the sinister lengths their 
country will go to keep its secrets. 
Full of nonstop action, suspense, and romance, this novel is 
sure to move readers as much as it thrills. 

 

Six Months Later Richards, Natalie 
D. 

4.4 

When Chloe fell asleep in study hall, it was the middle of May. 
But when she wakes up, snow is on the ground, and she can't 
remember the last six months of her life. 
 
Before, she'd been a mediocre student. 
Now, she's on track for valedictorian and being recruited by 
Ivy League schools. 
 
Before, she never had a chance with sports star Blake. 
Now he's her boyfriend. 
 
Before, she and Maggie were inseparable. 
Now her best friend won't speak to her. 
 
What happened to her? Remembering the truth could be 
more dangerous than she'd ever imagined. 

  



 

The Here and Now Brashares, Ann 4.5 

Follow the rules. Remember what happened. Never fall in 
love. 
 
The world Prenna James comes from is in ruins. She and the 
others who escaped are here to prevent humanity's 
destruction. But if they don't follow The Rules, everything that 
matters will be gone: Friends. Families. Dreams. Love. 
Ethan Jarves can never know Prenna's secret. That she's not 
from another place. 
She's from another time. 

 

The Vigilante Poets 
of Selwyn 
Academy 

Hattemer, Kate 4.8 

Whip-smart dialogue and an inside look at the seedy 
underbelly of reality TV come together in this critically-
acclaimed debut perfect for fans of Unreal, John Green, and 
Frank Portman. 
 
 
Witty, sarcastic Ethan and his three best friends are students 
at Selwyn Arts Academy, which has been hijacked by For Art's 
Sake, a sleazy reality-television show. In the tradition of Ezra 
Pound, the foursome secretly writes and distributes a long 
poem to protest the show. They're thrilled to have started a 
budding rebellion. 
 
But the forces behind the show are craftier than they seem. 
The web of betrayal stretches farther than Ethan could have 
ever imagined, and it's up to him, his friends, and a heroic 
gerbil named Baconnaise to save Selwyn. 

  



 

Liv, Forever Talkington, Amy 4.7 

When Liv Bloom lands an art scholarship at Wickham Hall, 
she's thrilled. The school's traditions and rituals may be a little 
strange, but for the first time ever she has her own studio, 
supplies—everything she could want. Including Malcolm 
Astor, a legacy student with his own art obsession. Liv's 
defenses melt, despite warnings from fellow scholarship kid 
Gabe Nichols not to get involved with Malcom. 
 
But her bliss is doomed; weeks after arriving, Liv is viciously 
murdered. Gabe, the only one who can see her, is now her 
sole link to the world of the living. Together, Liv, Gabe, and 
Malcolm fight to expose the terrible truth that haunts the halls 
of Wickham. 

 

The Summer of 
Letting Go 

Polisner, Gae 4.4 

Summer has begun, the beach is calling . . . 
. . . but Francesca Schnell is going nowhere. Four years ago, 
Francesca’s little brother, Simon, drowned when she should 
have been watching. Now she is about to turn sixteen, but 
guilt keeps her stuck in the past. Meanwhile, her best friend is 
moving on—with the boy Francesca secretly wants—and her 
father may be having an affair. Then Francesca begins 
babysitting Frankie Sky, a four-year-old who bears an almost 
eerie resemblance to Simon. She even wonders if Frankie 
could be Simon’s reincarnation. Their surprising friendship 
helps Francesca think she might begin to forgive herself, grow 
up, and even fall in love, whether or not she solves the riddle 
of Frankie Sky. 

  



 

Girls Like Us Giles, Gail 4.0 

We understand stuff. We just learn it slow. And most of what 
we understand is that people what ain't Speddies think we too 
stupid to get out our own way. And that makes me mad. 
 
Quincy and Biddy are both graduates of their high school's 
special ed program, but they couldn't be more different: 
suspicious Quincy faces the world with her fists up, while 
gentle Biddy is frightened to step outside her front door. 
When they're thrown together as roommates in their first 
"real world" apartment, it initially seems to be an uneasy fit. 
But as Biddy's past resurfaces and Quincy faces a harrowing 
experience that no one should have to go through alone, the 
two of them realize that they might have more in common 
than they thought — and more important, that they might be 
able to help each other move forward. 
 
Hard-hitting and compassionate, Girls Like Us is a story about 
growing up in a world that can be cruel, and finding the 
strength — and the support — to carry on. 

 

Janie Face to Face Cooney, Caroline 
B. 

4.8 

In this riveting and emotional conclusion to the thriller-
romance Janie series, that started with The Face on the Milk 
Carton, all will be revealed as readers find out if Janie and 
Reeve's love has endured, and whether or not the person who 
brought Janie and her family so much emotional pain and 
suffering is brought to justice. 

  



 

The Very Little 
Princess: Rose's 
Story 

Bauer, Marion 
Dane 

4.1 

In a classic storyteller's voice, Newbery Honor recipient 
Marion Dane Bauer tells a tale of friendship, family, and fitting 
in that recalls The Doll People, Rumer Godden, and Hitty, Her 
First Hundred Years. 
Rose is a wild child. She doesn't care what her mother or 
teacher or schoolmates say—she does what she wants. When 
she finds a delicate china doll in the attic, she takes it. Then 
the doll comes to life in her hand. She's loud, obnoxious, 
selfishly bossy, and claims that she's a princess and Rose is her 
servant. But she's also tiny and fragile. She needs Rose to keep 
her safe. And maybe Rose needs Princess Regina, too. 

 

Always an Olivia: A 
Remarkable Family 
History 

Herron, Carolivia 4.1 

An elderly black grandmother passes on the story of the 
family’s Jewish origins to her young granddaughter, Carol 
Olivia. As family members flee the Spanish Inquisition, are 
kidnapped by pirates and eventually sail to America, one 
daughter in each generation is given the name Olivia, from the 
Hebrew Shulamit meaning “peace,” to honor the Jewish part 
of their ancestry. Critically-acclaimed author Carolivia Herron 
(Nappy Hair) shares this engaging, multicultural tale is based 
on her own family's heritage. 

  



 

Under the Never 
Sky 

Rossi, Veronica 4.1 

Fighting to survive in a ravaged world, a Dweller and a Savage 
form an unlikely alliance in New York Times bestselling author 
Veronica Rossi's "unforgettable dystopian masterpiece" 
(Examiner.com). 
 
Exiled from her home, the enclosed city of Reverie, Aria knows 
her chances of surviving in the outer wasteland—known as 
The Death Shop—are slim. Then Aria meets an Outsider 
named Perry. He's wild—a savage—and her only hope of 
staying alive. A hunter for his tribe in a merciless landscape, 
Perry views Aria as sheltered and fragile—everything he would 
expect from a Dweller. But he needs Aria's help too; she alone 
holds the key to his redemption. 
 
In alternating chapters told in Aria's and Perry's voices, Under 
the Never Sky subtly and powerfully captures the evolving 
relationship between these characters and sweeps readers 
away to a harsh but often beautiful world. Continuing with 
Through the Ever Night and concluding with Into the Still Blue, 
the Under the Never Sky trilogy has already been embraced by 
readers in twenty-six countries and been optioned for film by 
Warner Bros. 

 

Flora & Ulysses: 
The Illuminated 
Adventures 

DiCamillo, Kate 4.3 

It begins, as the best superhero stories do, with a tragic 
accident that has unexpected consequences. The squirrel 
never saw the vacuum cleaner coming, but self-described 
cynic Flora Belle Buckman, who has read every issue of the 
comic book Terrible Things Can Happen to You!, is just the 
right person to step in and save him. What neither can predict 
is that Ulysses (the squirrel) has been born anew, with powers 
of strength, flight, and misspelled poetry — and that Flora will 
be changed too, as she discovers the possibility of hope and 
the promise of a capacious heart. From #1 New York Times 
best-selling author Kate DiCamillo comes a laugh-out-loud 
story filled with eccentric, endearing characters and featuring 
an exciting new format — a novel interspersed with comic-
style graphic sequences and full-page illustrations, all 
rendered in black-and-white by up-and-coming artist K. G. 
Campbell. 

  



 

Messenger Lowry, Lois 4.9 

Strange changes are taking place in Village. Once a utopian 
community that prided itself on its welcome to new strangers, 
Village will soon be closed to all outsiders. As one of the few 
people able to travel through the dangerous Forest, Matty 
must deliver the message of Village's closing and try to 
convince Seer's daughter to return with him before it's too 
late. But Forest has become hostile to Matty as well, and he 
must risk everything to fight his way through it, armed only 
with an emerging power he cannot yet explain or understand. 

 

Takedown Twenty: 
A Stephanie Plum 
Novel 

Evanovich, Janet 4.6 

New Jersey bounty hunter Stephanie Plum knows better than 
to mess with family. But when powerful mobster Salvatore 
"Uncle Sunny" Sunucchi goes on the lam in Trenton, it's up to 
Stephanie to find him. Uncle Sunny is charged with murder for 
running over a guy (twice), and nobody wants to turn him in--
not his poker buddies, not his bimbo girlfriend, not his two 
right-hand men, Shorty and Moe. Even Trenton's hottest cop, 
Joe Morelli, has skin in the game, because--just Stephanie's 
luck--the godfather is his actual godfather. And while Morelli 
understands that the law is the law, his old-world 
grandmother, Bella, is doing everything she can to throw 
Stephanie off the trail. 
 
It's not just Uncle Sunny giving Stephanie the run-around. 
Security specialist Ranger needs her help to solve the bizarre 
death of a top client's mother, a woman who happened to 
play bingo with Stephanie's Grandma Mazur. Before Stephanie 
knows it, she's working side by side with Ranger and Grandma 
at the senior center, trying to catch a killer on the loose--and 
the bingo balls are not rolling in their favor. 
 
With bullet holes in her car, henchmen on her tail, and a 
giraffe named Kevin running wild in the streets of Trenton, 
Stephanie will have to up her game for the ultimate takedown. 

  



 

Emily Windsnap 
and the Castle in 
the Mist 

Kessler, Liz 4.3 

When Emily Windsnap discovers an old diamond ring during a 
class hunt for trinkets, how is she supposed to know that the 
ring is half the key to unlocking an ancient curse by Neptune 
himself? Now, with the ring stuck firmly on her hand, Emily 
finds herself under a new curse: in just a few days, she'll cease 
to be half-human and half-mermaid and must say good-bye to 
one parent forever. Can she possibly find the other missing 
ring that will break all the curses? Is there anyone who can 
help her — before it's too late? 

 

Red Rising Brown, Pierce 4.6 

Darrow is a Red, a member of the lowest caste in the color-
coded society of the future. Like his fellow Reds, he works all 
day, believing that he and his people are making the surface of 
Mars livable for future generations. Yet he toils willingly, 
trusting that his blood and sweat will one day result in a better 
world for his children. 
But Darrow and his kind have been betrayed. Soon he 
discovers that humanity reached the surface generations ago. 
Vast cities and lush wilds spread across the planet. Darrow—
and Reds like him—are nothing more than slaves to a 
decadent ruling class. 
Inspired by a longing for justice, and driven by the memory of 
lost love, Darrow sacrifices everything to infiltrate the 
legendary Institute, a proving ground for the dominant Gold 
caste, where the next generation of humanity's overlords 
struggle for power. He will be forced to compete for his life 
and the very future of civilization against the best and most 
brutal of Society's ruling class. There, he will stop at nothing to 
bring down his enemies . . . even if it means he has to become 
one of them to do so. 

  



 

Fallout Strasser, Todd 4.5 

What if the bomb had actually been dropped? What if your 
family was the only one with a shelter? In the summer of 
1962, the possibility of nuclear war is all anyone talks about. 
But Scott's dad is the only one in the neighborhood who 
actually prepares for the worst. As the neighbors scoff, he 
builds a bomb shelter to hold his family and stocks it with just 
enough supplies to keep the four of them alive for two critical 
weeks. In the middle of the night in late October, when the 
unthinkable happens, those same neighbors force their way 
into the shelter before Scott's dad can shut the door. With not 
enough room, not enough food, and not enough air, life inside 
the shelter is filthy, physically draining, and emotionally 
fraught. But even worse is the question of what will—and 
won't—remain when the door is opened again. Internationally 
best-selling author Todd Strasser has written his most 
impressive and personal novel to date, ruthlessly yet 
sensitively exploring the terrifying what-ifs of one of the most 
explosive moments in human history. 

 

Ophelia and the 
Marvelous Boy 

Foxlee, Karen 4.9 

"Magic is "messy and dangerous and filled with longing," we 
learn in this brave tale of grief, villainy and redemption that 
borrows from the story of the Snow Queen. Set in a vast, chilly 
museum, the tale brings together a valiant girl, a charmed 
boy, a magical sword and a clock ticking down to the end of 
the world."—The Wall Street Journal 
 
This is the story of unlikely heroine Ophelia Jane Worthington-
Whittard who doesn't believe in anything that can't be proven 
by science. She and her sister Alice are still grieving for their 
dead mother when their father takes a job in a strange 
museum in a city where it always snows. On her very first day 
in the museum Ophelia discovers a boy locked away in a long 
forgotten room. He is a prisoner of Her Majesty, the Snow 
Queen. And he has been waiting for Ophelia's help. 
As Ophelia embarks on an incredible journey to rescue the boy 
everything that she believes will be tested. Along the way she 
learns more and more about the boy's own remarkable 
journey to reach her and save the world. 
A story within a story, this a modern day fairytale about the 
power of friendship, courage and love, and never ever giving 
up. 

  



 

Wonder Light: 
Unicorns of the 
Mist 

Russell, R.R. 4.8 

Deep in the heart of a mist-shrouded island, an impossible 
secret is about to be discovered. 
 
Twig is used to feeling unwanted. Sent to live on a pony ranch 
for "troubled" girls on a misty, haunted island, Twig is about to 
discover the impossible — someone who needs her. 
 
Jolted awake from a bad dream, Twig follows the desperate 
whinny of a terrified horse out to the stables. There in the 
straw is a bleating little scrap of moonbeam. A silver-white filly 
with cloven hooves and a tiny, spiraling horn. 
 
A baby unicorn. 
 
Now Twig knows what secret is hiding in the island's mist: the 
last free unicorn herd. And a mysterious boy named Ben who 
insists that this impossible creature is now Twig's to care for. 
That she needs Twig's love and protection. Because there's 
something out there in the deep, dense shadows that's 
hunting for them... 

 

Divergent Roth, Veronica 4.8 

Perfect for fans of the Hunger Games and Maze Runner series, 
Divergent and its sequels, Insurgent and Allegiant, are the 
gripping story of a dystopian world transformed by courage, 
self-sacrifice, and love. Fans of the Divergent movie will find 
the book packed with just as much emotional depth and 
exhilarating action as the film, all told in beautiful, rich 
language. 
 
One choice can transform you. Beatrice Prior's society is 
divided into five factions—Candor (the honest), Abnegation 
(the selfless), Dauntless (the brave), Amity (the peaceful), and 
Erudite (the intelligent). Beatrice must choose between 
staying with her Abnegation family and transferring factions. 
Her choice will shock her community and herself. But the 
newly christened Tris also has a secret, one she's determined 
to keep hidden, because in this world, what makes you 
different makes you dangerous. 

  



 

The Madman's 
Daughter 

Shepherd, Megan 4.6 

For fans of Libba Bray, this first book in a gothic suspense 
trilogy is inspired by H. G. Wells's The Island of Dr. Moreau and 
has been hailed by New York Times bestseller Carrie Ryan as 
having "beautiful writing, breakneck pacing, a pulse-pounding 
mystery, and an irresistible romance." 
 
Following accusations that her scientist father gruesomely 
experimented on animals, sixteen-year-old Juliet watched as 
her family and her genteel life in London crumbled around 
her—and only recently has she managed to piece her world 
back together. But when Juliet learns her father is still alive 
and working on a remote tropical island, she is determined to 
find out if the old accusations are true. Accompanied by her 
father's handsome young assistant, Montgomery, and an 
enigmatic castaway, Edward, Juliet travels to the island, only 
to discover the depths of her father's insanity. Torn between 
horror and scientific curiosity, Juliet knows she must end her 
father's dangerous experiments and escape her jungle prison 
before it's too late. Yet as the island falls into chaos, she 
discovers the extent of her father's genius—and madness—in 
her own blood. 

  



 

Notorious 
Nineteen: A 
Stephanie Plum 
Novel 

Evanovich, Janet 4.0 

After a slow summer of chasing low-level skips for her cousin 
Vinnie's bail bonds agency, Stephanie Plum finally lands an 
assignment that could put her checkbook back in the black. 
Geoffrey Cubbin, facing trial for embezzling millions from 
Trenton's premier assisted-living facility, has mysteriously 
vanished from the hospital after an emergency 
appendectomy. Now it's on Stephanie to track him down. 
Unfortunately, Cubbin has disappeared without a trace, a 
witness, or his money-hungry wife. Rumors are stirring that he 
must have had help with the daring escape . . . or that maybe 
he never made it out of his room alive. Since the hospital 
staff's lips seem to be tighter than the security, and it's hard 
for Stephanie to blend in to assisted living, Stephanie's 
Grandma Mazur goes in undercover. But when a second felon 
goes missing from the same hospital, Stephanie is forced into 
working side by side with Trenton's hottest cop, Joe Morelli, in 
order to crack the case. 
 
The real problem is, no Cubbin also means no way to pay the 
rent. Desperate for money--or maybe just desperate--
Stephanie accepts a secondary job guarding her secretive and 
mouthwatering mentor Ranger from a deadly Special Forces 
adversary. While Stephanie is notorious for finding trouble, 
she may have found a little more than she bargained for this 
time around. Then again--a little food poisoning, some 
threatening notes, and a bridesmaid's dress with an excess of 
taffeta never killed anyone . . . or did they? If Stephanie Plum 
wants to bring in a paycheck, she'll have to remember: No 
guts, no glory. 

  



 

Infinityglass: An 
Hourglass Novel 

McEntire, Myra 4.4 

The stakes have risen even higher in this third book in the 
Hourglass series. 
 
 
With the Infinityglass (central to understanding and 
harnessing the time gene) at large, the hunt is on to find it 
before someone else does. 
 
But the Hourglass has an advantage. Lily, who has the ability 
to locate anything lost, has determined that the Infinityglass 
isn't an object. It's a person. And the Hourglass must find him 
or her first. But where do you start searching for the very key 
to time when every second could be the last? 

 

Life as We Knew It Pfeffer, Susan Beth 4.7 

I guess I always felt even if the world came to an end, 
McDonald's still would be open. 
 
High school sophomore Miranda's disbelief turns to fear in a 
split second when an asteroid knocks the moon closer to 
Earth, like "one marble hits another." The result is 
catastrophic. How can her family prepare for the future when 
worldwide tsunamis are wiping out the coasts, earthquakes 
are rocking the continents, and volcanic ash is blocking out the 
sun? As August turns dark and wintery in northeastern 
Pennsylvania, Miranda, her two brothers, and their mother 
retreat to the unexpected safe haven of their sunroom, where 
they subsist on stockpiled food and limited water in the 
warmth of a wood-burning stove. Told in a year's worth of 
journal entries, this heart-pounding story chronicles Miranda's 
struggle to hold on to the most important resource of all—
hope—in an increasingly desperate and unfamiliar world. An 
extraordinary series debut! Susan Beth Pfeffer has written 
three companion novels to Life As We Knew It, including The 
Dead and the Gone, This World We Live In, and The Shade of 
the Moon. 

  



 

How I Lost You Gurtler, Janet 4.0 

Grace and Kya always do everything together, and nothing can 
get in the way of their friendship. They have a pact: Sisters 
Before Misters. Buds Before Studs. 
 
Only Grace knows what Kya's been through, or how much she 
needs someone to stick by her. No matter what. Besides, Kya 
keeps life exciting—pulling Grace into things she'd never dare 
to do on her own. But inch by inch, daring is starting to turn 
dangerous. And Grace will have to decide how far she can go 
to save her friendship with Kya...before she ends up losing 
everything else. 

 

On a Beam of 
Light: A Story of 
Albert Einstein 

Berne, Jennifer 4.5 

A boy rides a bicycle down a dusty road. But in his mind, he 
envisions himself traveling at a speed beyond imagining, on a 
beam of light. This brilliant mind will one day offer up some of 
the most revolutionary ideas ever conceived. From a boy 
endlessly fascinated by the wonders around him, Albert 
Einstein ultimately grows into a man of genius recognized the 
world over for profoundly illuminating our understanding of 
the universe. Jennifer Berne and Vladimir Radunsky invite the 
reader to travel along with Einstein on a journey full of 
curiosity, laughter, and scientific discovery. Parents and 
children alike will appreciate this moving story of the powerful 
difference imagination can make in any life. 

  



 

Going Bovine Bray, Libba 4.0 

All 16-year-old Cameron wants is to get through high school—
and life in general—with a minimum of effort. It's not a lot to 
ask. But that's before he's given some bad news: he's sick and 
he's going to die. Which totally sucks. Hope arrives in the 
winged form of Dulcie, a loopy punk angel/possible 
hallucination with a bad sugar habit. She tells Cam there is a 
cure—if he's willing to go in search of it. With the help of a 
death-obsessed, video-gaming dwarf and a yard gnome, Cam 
sets off on the mother of all road trips through a twisted 
America . . . into the heart of what matters most. 
From acclaimed author Libba Bray comes a dark comedic 
journey that poses the questions: Why are we here? What is 
real? What makes microwave popcorn so good? Why must we 
die? And how do we really learn to live? 

 

Road Trip Paulsen, Jim 4.3 

Dad and Ben haven't been getting along lately, and Dad hopes 
a road trip to rescue a border collie will help them reconnect. 
But Ben is on to Dad's scheme, and he's got ideas of his own. 
Like inviting his buddy, Theo, who's sure to get into fun (and 
trouble) along the way. And if Dad wants a family road trip, 
then the family dog, Atticus, should get to come, too. What 
could go wrong? 
But when their truck breaks down, the family trip takes plenty 
of unexpected turns. Before they know it, they've 
commandeered an old school bus and joined forces with its 
cranky mechanic, Gus. Next, they pick up Mia, a waitress 
escaping a tense situation. Only sharp-eyed Atticus realizes 
that Theo is on the run from something bad—and someone is 
following them. 
With alternating chapters from both Ben and his dog, Atticus, 
this fast-paced book takes readers on an unpredictable ride 
that's all about family, friendship, and surprises. 

  



 

Awaken Kacvinsky, Katie 4.9 

Maddie lives in a world where everything is done on the 
computer. Whether it's to go to school or on a date, people 
don't venture out of their home. There's really no need. For 
the most part, Maddie's okay with the solitary, digital life—
until she meets Justin. Justin likes being with people. He 
enjoys the physical closeness of face-to-face interactions. 
People aren't meant to be alone, he tells her. Suddenly, 
Maddie feels something awakening inside her—a feeling that 
maybe there is a different, better way to live. But with society 
and her parents telling her otherwise, Maddie is going to have 
to learn to stand up for herself if she wants to change the path 
her life is taking. In this not-so-brave new world, two young 
people struggle to carve out their own space. 

 

Crocodile 
Encounters! And 
More True Stories 
of Adventures with 
Animals 

Barr, Brady 4.2 

The first in a line of adventures within the National Geographic 
Kids Chapters series, Crocodile Encounters will surely prove to 
be one of the most exciting. Follow along with National 
Geographic explorer Brady Barr as he crawls into a muddy 
hole just barely big enough for his shoulders, and comes face 
to face with thirteen crocodiles! Laugh out loud as you learn 
how to catch a crocodile using shoe laces and underpants. 
Read in anticipation to find out what happens when you put a 
600-lb crocodile on an airplane in just a flimsy wooden crate. 
These action-packed stories and more will engage readers and 
inspire them to go out and explore their own world 

  



 

The Old Willis 
Place 

Hahn, Mary 
Downing 

4.2 

Diana and her little brother Georgie have been living in the 
woods behind the old Willis place, a decaying Victorian 
mansion, for what already seems like forever. They aren't 
allowed to leave the property or show themselves to anyone. 
But when a new caretaker comes to live there with his young 
daughter, Lissa, Diana is tempted to break the mysterious 
rules they live by and reveal herself so she can finally have a 
friend. Somehow, Diana must get Lissa's help if she and 
Georgie ever hope to release themselves from the secret that 
has bound them to the old Willis place for so long. 
 
Mary Downing Hahn has written a chilling ghost story in the 
tradition of her most successful spine-tingling novels. The 
intriguing characters, frightening secrets, and plot twists will 
delight her many fans. 

 

100 Cupboards Wilson, N.D. 4.2 

What dangers are locked behind the cupboard doors? Henry 
isn't brave, but when he hears a thumping and scratching on 
the other side of his bedroom wall, he can't ignore it. He 
scrapes off the plaster and discovers mysterious doors—
cupboards of all different shapes and sizes. Through one he 
sees a glowing room and a man strolling back and forth. 
Through another he sees only darkness and feels the cold 
sense that something isn't right. When his cousin Henrietta 
boldly travels into the worlds beyond the cupboards, it's up to 
Henry to follow her. Now that he's opened the doors, can he 
keep the evil inside from coming through? 

  



 

The Tent Paulsen, Gary 4.9 

Teenage Steven and his father, Corey, take to the road with a 
Bible, an old army tent, and less than the best of intentions. 
Tired of being poor, Steven's father is certain that preaching 
the Word of the Lord is the easy way to fame and fortune. But 
just when they've got their act down pat and the money is 
rolling in, Steven and Corey begin to realize that what they'd 
originally thought of as a harmless lie is all about avarice and 
power and, ultimately, guilt. 

 

All-of-a-Kind 
Family 

Taylor, Sydney 4.9 

Meet the All-of-a-Kind Family — Ella, Henny, Sarah, Charlotte, 
and Gertie — who live with their parents in New York City at 
the turn of the century. 
Together they share adventures that find them searching for 
hidden buttons while dusting Mama's front parlor and visiting 
with the peddlers in Papa's shop on rainy days. The girls enjoy 
doing everything together, especially when it involves holidays 
and surprises. 
But no one could have prepared them for the biggest surprise 
of all! 

  



 

Camp Alien Service, Pamela F. 4.9 

Audisee® eBooks with Audio combine professional narration 
and sentence highlighting to engage reluctant readers! Zack 
knows he's not a normal kid. He's really an alien agent-in-
training, brought to Earth to help guide the planet into the 
Galactic Union. Aliens follow him to a ritzy summer camp, 
where he's hooked up with Vraj, a huge, dinosaur-like creature 
on her first-ever assignment. Their mission: To get back a 
bunch of alien Duthwi eggs that, if hatched, can harm Earth. 
Their problem: Lots of eggs, too little time, and those bad guys 
are still after them. So what's a young alien to do? 

 

The Amaranth 
Enchantment 

Berry, Julie 4.7 

When a mysterious piece of jewelry and a strange visitor 
arrive in the jewelry shop where she works for her evil aunt, 
Lucinda's course takes a surprising turn. With the help of the 
Amaranth Witch, a young (and harmless) con-artist, and a 
prince, Lucinda uncovers secrets about her own royal past. A 
strong seller in hardcover, this original fairytale marks an 
exciting debut from a lyrical new voice. Can one magical 
moment lead to happily ever after? 

  



 

The Adventures of 
Sir Lancelot the 
Great 

Morris, Gerald 4.9 

Many years ago, the storytellers say, the great King Arthur 
brought justice to England with the help of his gallant Knights 
of the Round Table. Of these worthy knights, there was never 
one so fearless, so chivalrous, so honorable, so...shiny as the 
dashing Sir Lancelot, who was quite good at defending the 
helpless and protecting the weak, just as long as he'd had his 
afternoon nap. Behold the very exciting and very funny 
adventures of Lancelot the Great, as only acclaimed Arthurian 
author Gerald Morris can tell them. 

 

All the Wrong 
Moves: A Fab Life 
Novel 

Carter, Nikki 4.1 

For one talented girl, reality bites. . . 
Sunday Tolliver is gifted, smart, and ready to take the music 
industry by storm now that she's signed a record deal. All she 
has to do is survive touring with her diva cousin, Dreya, and 
she'll finally get a shot at her own R&B dreams. But the tour's 
mega-bad-boy star, Truth, refuses to believe that Sunday isn't 
feeling him—and a jealous Dreya is doing everything to make 
Sunday pay. When filming for a behind-the-tour reality show 
starts, Sunday's live-and-on-camera humiliation is threatening 
to derail her chances—and help Dreya cover up stealing her 
songs. Now Sunday has one last chance to prove herself. And 
with the spotlight heating up, all bets are off—and this battle 
is on. . . 

  



 

The Adventures of 
Sir Givret the Short 

Morris, Gerald 4.5 

Many years ago, the storytellers say, the great King Arthur 
held court with his gallant Knights of the Round Table. Poor 
Givret, who is easily the shortest man at court, bears the brunt 
of their jokes. But what he lacks in stature, Givret makes up 
for in brains—and before he knows it, his quick thinking has 
landed him a place at the famous Round Table! And so 
beginneth the exciting and funny adventures of Sir Givret the 
Short, Brilliant, and Marvelous. 

 

Addy's Race Waldman, Debby 4.0 

Addy has worn hearing aids for as long as she can remember. 
Her mother tells her this makes her special, but now that 
Addy's in grade six, she'd wants to be special for what she's 
done. When Addy joins the school running club to keep her 
best friend, Lucy, company, she discovers she is a gifted 
runner. Lucy isn't, which is problematic. Further troubles 
surface when Addy gets paired on a school project with Sierra, 
a smart, self-assured new classmate who wears a cochlear 
implant. Addy is surprised to discover hearing loss is all they 
have in common-and a shared disability is not enough of a 
foundation for a friendship. True friends support each other, 
even if they have different passions and dreams. More 
importantly, Addy comes to understand that she is defined by 
more than her hearing loss. She has the power to choose how 
people will see her, and she does. 

  



 

Tell the Wolves I'm 
Home 

Brunt, Carol Rifka 4.7 

1987. There's only one person who has ever truly understood 
fourteen-year-old June Elbus, and that's her uncle, the 
renowned painter Finn Weiss. Shy at school and distant from 
her older sister, June can only be herself in Finn's company; he 
is her godfather, confidant, and best friend. So when he dies, 
far too young, of a mysterious illness her mother can barely 
speak about, June's world is turned upside down. But Finn's 
death brings a surprise acquaintance into June's life—
someone who will help her to heal, and to question what she 
thinks she knows about Finn, her family, and even her own 
heart. 
 
At Finn's funeral, June notices a strange man lingering just 
beyond the crowd. A few days later, she receives a package in 
the mail. Inside is a beautiful teapot she recognizes from Finn's 
apartment, and a note from Toby, the stranger, asking for an 
opportunity to meet. As the two begin to spend time together, 
June realizes she's not the only one who misses Finn, and if 
she can bring herself to trust this unexpected friend, he just 
might be the one she needs the most. 
 
An emotionally charged coming-of-age novel, Tell the Wolves 
I'm Home is a tender story of love lost and found, an 
unforgettable portrait of the way compassion can make us 
whole again. 

 

Wonder Palacio, R.J. 4.8 

I won't describe what I look like. Whatever you're thinking, it's 
probably worse. 
 
August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until 
now, has prevented him from going to a mainstream school. 
Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more 
than to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new classmates 
can't get past Auggie's extraordinary face. WONDER, now a #1 
New York Times bestseller and included on the Texas 
Bluebonnet Award master list, begins from Auggie's point of 
view, but soon switches to include his classmates, his sister, 
her boyfriend, and others. These perspectives converge in a 
portrait of one community's struggle with empathy, 
compassion, and acceptance. 

  



 

Call the Shots Calame, Don 4.0 

And . . . action! As the uproarious trio returns, sensitive Sean 
takes the spotlight—scripting a low-low-budget film while 
fielding unexpected female fans. Coop is cooking up another 
sure-misfire scheme (big surprise), and this time the comedy 
plays out from Sean's point of view. What's the new master 
plan? Making a cheapo horror movie guaranteed to make 
Coop, Sean, and Matt filthy rich! It's a terrible idea, and Sean 
knows it. But he actually is desperate for cash—and for a way 
to wipe that big fat L off his girlfriend-less forehead. But when 
he agrees to write a script about the attack of zombie-vampire 
humanzees, he has no idea just how powerful a chick magnet 
this movie will be. Suddenly Sean is juggling not one but three 
interested ladies. There's his accidental-girlfriend-turned-
psychotic-stalker, Evelyn. There's the wicked hot actress from 
drama class, Leyna, who seems willing to do anything to land 
the starring role. And even his twin sister's gothed-out best 
friend, Nessa, is looking at Sean in a whole new way. Will any 
of them wind up as Sean's true leading lady? Will Sean stop 
being a doormat and finally start calling the shots? 

 

Torn O'Rourke, Erica 4.6 

Everyone has secrets. 
Even best friends. 
Swirling black descends like ravens, large enough to block the 
glow of the streetlights. A dull roar starts like a train on the 'L', 
a far-away rumbling that grows louder as it pulls closer, until 
it's directly overhead and you feel it in your chest, except this 
doesn't pass you by. Verity, white-faced and eyes blazing, 
shouts through the din, "Run, Mo!" 
 
Mo Fitzgerald knows about secrets. But when she witnesses 
her best friend's murder, she discovers Verity was hiding 
things she never could have guessed. To find the answers she 
needs and the vengeance she craves, Mo—quiet, ordinary, 
unmagical Mo—will have to enter a world of raw magic and 
shifting alliances. And she'll have to choose between two very 
different, equally dangerous guys—protective, duty-bound 
Colin and brash, mysterious Luc. 
One wants to save her, one wants to claim her. Which would 
you choose? 

  



 

Beautiful Lies Warman, Jessica 4.6 

Rachel and Alice are an extremely rare form of identical 
twins—so identical that even their aunt and uncle, whom 
they've lived with since their parents passed away when the 
girls were nine, can't tell them apart. The sisters are 
connected by an intense bond that goes way beyond their 
surfaces and borders on the supernatural: when one 
experiences pain, the other exhibits the exact same signs of 
stress, too. So when troubled Alice disappears mysteriously 
one night, good-girl Rachel knows something is wrong-
especially when Rachel starts experiencing serious physical 
traumas, even though nobody has touched her. 
 
What Rachel can't tell anyone is that she and Alice sometimes 
switched places, reveling in the possibility of being the "good 
one" or the "bad one" for a day. And that Rachel . . . is really 
Alice, continuing to masquerade as her twin. So then, what 
happened to her sister? Could whoever abducted her sister 
really have meant to take her, instead? And can she find the 
real Rachel before it's too late for both of them? 

  



 

3rd Degree Patterson, James 4.6 

One of James Patterson's best loved heroines is about to die. 
Detective Lindsay Boxer is jogging along a beautiful San 
Francisco street when a fiery explosion rips through the 
neighborhood. A town house owned by an Internet millionaire 
is immediately engulfed in flames, and when Lindsay plunges 
inside to search for survivors, she finds three people dead. An 
infant who lived in the house cannot be found - and a 
mysterious message at the scene leaves Lindsay and the San 
Francisco Police Department completely baffled. 
 
Then a prominent businessman is found murdered under 
bizarre circumstances, with another mysterious message left 
behind by the killer. Lindsay asks her friends Claire Washburn 
of the medical examiner's office, Assistant D.A. Jill Bernhardt, 
and Chronicle reporter Cindy Thomas to help her figure out 
who is committing these murders-and why they are intent on 
killing someone every three days. 
 
Even more terrifying, the killer has targeted one of the four 
friends who call themselves the Women's Murder Club. 
 
Which one will it be? 
 
While the investigation rages furiously, Lindsay works very 
closely with a federal officer assigned to the case. At the same 
time, she learns that one member of the Women's Murder 
Club is hiding a secret so dangerous and unbelievable that it 
could destroy them all. 

 

Pushing the Limits McGarry, Katie 4.5 

So wrong for each other...and yet so right. 
 
No one knows what happened the night Echo Emerson went 
from popular girl with jock boyfriend to gossiped-about 
outsider with "freaky" scars on her arms. Even Echo can't 
remember the whole truth. 
 
But when Noah Hutchins, the smoking-hot, girl-using loner in 
the black leather jacket, explodes into her life with his 
surprising understanding, Echo's world shifts in ways she could 
never have imagined. They should have nothing in common. 
 
Yet the crazy attraction between them refuses to go away. 
And Echo has to ask herself just how far they can PUSH THE 
LIMITS and what she'll risk for the one guy who might teach 
her HOW TO LOVE AGAIN. 

  



 

Every Day Levithan, David 4.3 

Every day a different body. Every day a different life. Every day 
in love with the same girl. 
 
There's never any warning about where it will be or who it will 
be. A has made peace with that, even established guidelines 
by which to live: Never get too attached. Avoid being noticed. 
Do not interfere. 
It's all fine until the morning that A wakes up in the body of 
Justin and meets Justin's girlfriend, Rhiannon. From that 
moment, the rules by which A has been living no longer apply. 
Because finally A has found someone he wants to be with—
day in, day out, day after day. 
With his new novel, David Levithan, bestselling co-author of 
Will Grayson, Will Grayson, and Nick and Norah's Infinite 
Playlist, has pushed himself to new creative heights. He has 
written a captivating story that will fascinate readers as they 
begin to comprehend the complexities of life and love in A's 
world, as A and Rhiannon seek to discover if you can truly love 
someone who is destined to change every day. 

 

Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang Flies Again 

Boyce, Frank 
Cottrell 

4.5 

Buckle your seatbelt for the first-ever follow up to Ian 
Fleming's only children's story. When the Tooting family finds 
an old engine and fits it to their camper van, they have no idea 
what kind of adventure lies ahead. The engine used to belong 
to an extraordinary car...and it wants its bodywork back! But 
as the Tootings hurtle across the world rebuilding the original 
Chitty, a sinister baddie is on their trail—one who will stop at 
nothing to get the magnificent car for himself. Fueled by wry 
humor, this much-anticipated sequel to the children's classic 
by Ian Fleming, creator of James Bond—featuring a 
contemporary family and a camper van with a mind of its 
own—is driven by best-selling, award-winning author Frank 
Cottrell Boyce and revved up by Joe Berger's black-and-white 
illustrations. 

  



 

The Fantastic 
Undersea Life of 
Jacques Cousteau 

Yaccarino, Dan 4.8 

Jacques Cousteau was the world's ambassador of the oceans. 
His popular TV series brought whales, otters, and dolphins 
right into people's living rooms. Now, in this exciting 
picturebook biography, Dan Yaccarino introduces young 
readers to the man behind the snorkel. 
 
From the first moment he got a glimpse of what lived under 
the ocean's waves, Cousteau was hooked. And so he set sail 
aboard the Calypso to see the sea. He and his team of 
scientists invented diving equipment and waterproof cameras. 
They made films and televisions shows and wrote books so 
they could share what they learned. The oceans were a vast 
unexplored world, and Cousteau became our guide. And when 
he saw that pollution was taking its toll on the seas, Cousteau 
became our guide in how to protect the oceans as well. 

 

Laugh with the 
Moon 

Burg, Shana 4.5 

Thirteen-year-old Clare Silver is stuck. Stuck in denial about 
her mother's recent death. Stuck in the African jungle for 
sixty-four days without phone reception. Stuck with her 
father, a doctor who seems able to heal everyone but Clare. 
Clare feels like a fish out of water at Mzanga Full Primary 
School, where she must learn a new language. Soon, though, 
she becomes immersed in her new surroundings and 
impressed with her fellow students, who are crowded into a 
tiny space, working on the floor among roosters and 
centipedes. 
When Clare's new friends take her on an outing to see the 
country, the trip goes horribly wrong, and Clare must face 
another heartbreak head-on. Only an orphan named Memory, 
who knows about love and loss, can teach Clare how to laugh 
with the moon. 
Told from an American girl's perspective, this story about how 
death teaches us to live and how love endures through our 
memories will capture the hearts of readers everywhere. 

  



 

Kill You Last Strasser, Todd 4.6 

Shelby's life in Soundview has always been comfortable. Her 
dad provides a luxurious lifestyle for his family through his 
photography business. He makes a ton of money taking 
headshots of pretty young teens who are desperate to 
become models. Shelby 
has always enjoyed driving around town in a red sports car, 
shopping with her best friend at her side. And her Mom is 
laidback,so it's all good. 
 
However, as reports of girls disappearing from nearby towns 
start to appear on the news, Shelby's seemingly perfect life 
begins to fall apart. The three missing girls have one thing in 
common--they were all clients of her dad's photography 
business. Secrets 
begin to surface as the investigation continues. Shelby 
receives threatening e-mails, battles the nosy media, and tries 
to keep her family together. Now that her dad is implicated in 
the disappearances, can Shelby figure out a way to clear his 
name? Or is dad not as innocent as he seems? 

 

The Knife of Never 
Letting Go 

Ness, Patrick 4.4 

A dystopian thriller follows a boy and girl on the run from a 
town where all thoughts can be heard – and the passage to 
manhood embodies a horrible secret. 
 
Todd Hewitt is the only boy in a town of men. Ever since the 
settlers were infected with the Noise germ, Todd can hear 
everything the men think, and they hear everything he thinks. 
Todd is just a month away from becoming a man, but in the 
midst of the cacophony, he knows that the town is hiding 
something from him — something so awful Todd is forced to 
flee with only his dog, whose simple, loyal voice he hears too. 
With hostile men from the town in pursuit, the two stumble 
upon a strange and eerily silent creature: a girl. Who is she? 
Why wasn't she killed by the germ like all the females on New 
World? Propelled by Todd's gritty narration, readers are in for 
a white-knuckle journey in which a boy on the cusp of 
manhood must unlearn everything he knows in order to figure 
out who he truly is. 

  



 

Stargirl Spinelli, Jerry 4.2 

Stargirl. From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst 
of color and sound, the hallways hum with the murmur of 
"Stargirl, Stargirl." She captures Leo Borlock' s heart with just 
one smile. She sparks a school-spirit revolution with just one 
cheer. The students of Mica High are enchanted. At first. 
Then they turn on her. Stargirl is suddenly shunned for 
everything that makes her different, and Leo, panicked and 
desperate with love, urges her to become the very thing that 
can destroy her: normal. In this celebration of nonconformity, 
Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli weaves a tense, emotional 
tale about the perils of popularity and the thrill and inspiration 
of first love. 

 

The Breadwinner Ellis, Deborah 4.5 

The first book in Deborah Ellis's riveting Breadwinner series is 
an award-winning novel about loyalty, survival, families and 
friendship under extraordinary circumstances during the 
Taliban's rule in Afghanistan. 
 
Eleven-year-old Parvana lives with her family in one room of a 
bombed-out apartment building in Kabul, Afghanistan's capital 
city. Parvana's father — a history teacher until his school was 
bombed and his health destroyed — works from a blanket on 
the ground in the marketplace, reading letters for people who 
cannot read or write. One day, he is arrested for the crime of 
having a foreign education, and the family is left without 
someone who can earn money or even shop for food. 
 
As conditions for the family grow desperate, only one solution 
emerges. Forbidden to earn money as a girl, Parvana must 
transform herself into a boy, and become the breadwinner. 
 
The fifteenth anniversary edition includes a special foreword 
by Deborah Ellis as well as a new map, an updated author's 
note and a glossary to provide young readers with background 
and context. All royalties from the sale of this book will go to 
Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan. Parvana's Fund 
supports education projects for Afghan women and children. 

  



 

First Light Stead, Rebecca 4.8 

Peter is thrilled to join his parents on an expedition to 
Greenland. But when they finally reach the ice cap, he 
struggles to understand a series of frightening yet enticing 
visions. 
 
Thea has never seen the sun. Her extraordinary people, 
suspected of witchcraft and nearly driven to extinction, have 
retreated to a secret world they've built deep inside the arctic 
ice. 
 
As Thea dreams of a path to Earth's surface, Peter's search for 
answers brings him ever closer to her hidden home in this 
dazzling tale of mystery, science, and adventure at the top of 
the world. 

 

The Princesses of 
Iowa 

Backes, M. Molly 4.9 

What does it mean to do wrong, when no one punishes you? A 
smart and unflinching look at friendship, the nature of 
entitlement, and growing up in the heartland. Paige Sheridan 
has the perfect life. She's pretty, rich, and popular, and her 
spot on the homecoming court is practically guaranteed. But 
when a night of partying ends in an it-could-have-been-so-
much-worse crash, everything changes. Her best friends start 
ignoring her, her boyfriend grows cold and distant, and her 
once-adoring younger sister now views her with contempt. 
The only bright spot is her creative writing class, led by a 
charismatic new teacher who encourages students to be true 
to themselves. But who is Paige, if not the homecoming 
princess everyone expects her to be? In this arresting and 
witty debut, a girl who was once high-school royalty must face 
a truth that money and status can't fix, and choose between 
living the privileged life of a princess, or owning up to her 
mistakes and giving up everything she once held dear. 

  



 

The Paradise Trap Jinks, Catherine 4.5 

A boy . . . a witch . . . and a totally sinister paradise: that's 
what Marcus gets when his mom rents a scuzzy trailer and 
parks it near a dirty, noisy beach. Some vacation! Marcus 
would rather play video games anyway, but when he discovers 
a staircase underneath the trailer, it looks as if he may be in 
for some kind of multilevel, multiplayer experience controlled 
by a complete nightmare of a witch. It's just like a game--
except it's all too real. 
 
The author of Evil Genius spins a brilliantly compelling yarn of 
a journey into a dark and twisted land--because once you 
enter the Paradise Trap, there's no guarantee that you'll ever 
leave! 

 

Lincoln and His 
Boys 

Wells, Rosemary 4.4 

Historians claim him as one of America's most revered 
presidents. But to his rambunctious sons, Abraham Lincoln 
was above all a playful and loving father. Here is Lincoln as 
seen by two of his boys: Willie, thrilled to be on his first train 
trip when Lincoln was deciding to run for president; Willie and 
Tad barging into Cabinet meetings to lift Lincoln's spirits in the 
early days of the Civil War, Tad accompanying him to 
Richmond just after the South's defeat. With the war raging 
and the Union under siege, we see history unfolding through 
Willie's eyes and then through Tad's — and we see Lincoln 
rising above his own inborn sadness and personal tragedy 
through his devotion to his sons. With evocative and engaging 
illustrations by P.J. Lynch, Rosemary Wells offers a carefully 
researched biography that gives us a Lincoln not frozen in time 
but accessible and utterly real. 

  



 

Encyclopedia 
Brown and the 
Case of the 
Disgusting 
Sneakers 

Sobol, Donald J. 4.0 

A stolen teacup... 
An extra set of footprints... 
Four very strange words... 
A pirate's treasure... 
And a race to find a cheater in Idaville's annual disgusting 
sneaker contest! 
These are just some of the ten brain-twisting mysteries that 
Encyclopedia Brown must solve by using his famous 
computerlike brain. Try to crack the cases along with him—the 
answers to all the mysteries are found in the back! 

 

1st to Die Patterson, James 4.5 

Four women-four friends-share a determination to stop a 
killer who has been stalking newlyweds in San Francisco. Each 
one holds a piece of the puzzle: Lindsay Boxer is a homicide 
inspector in the San Francisco Police Department, Claire 
Washburn is a medical examiner, Jill Bernhardt is an assistant 
D.A., and Cindy Thomas just started working the crime desk of 
the San Francisco Chronicle. 
 
But the usual procedures aren't bringing them any closer to 
stopping the killings. So these women form a Women's 
Murder Club to collaborate outside the box and pursue the 
case by sidestepping their bosses and giving one another a 
hand. 
 
The four women develop intense bonds as they pursue a killer 
whose crimes have stunned an entire city. Working together, 
they track down the most terrifying and unexpected killer they 
have ever encountered-before a shocking conclusion in which 
everything they knew turns out to be devastatingly wrong. 

  



 

Also Known as 
Rowan Pohi 

Fletcher, Ralph 4.0 

Will the real Rowan Pohi please stand? To dispel boredom 
while waiting for tenth grade to begin, Bobby and his friends 
create an imaginary kid named Rowan Pohi (that's IHOP 
backwards) and apply to the prestigious Whitestone Prep in 
Rowan's name. When, surprisingly, Rowan's application is 
accepted, Bobby impulsively reinvents himself as Rowan and 
embarks on an edgy life of deception in the rarefied world of 
Whitestone. Told with Ralph Fletcher's trademark blend of 
humor and depth, the story of Rowan's rise and fall is a funny, 
poignant, and suspenseful riff on the adolescent search for 
identity 

 

Flyaway Landalf, Helen 4.5 

Stevie Calhoun knows how to take care of herself. It's not like 
her mom hasn't disappeared before. So why is Aunt Mindy 
making such a big deal of it now? It's not like Mom's really 
doing meth. Stevie makes sure of that. Whatever. She'll go 
home with Aunt Mindy if it will keep her from calling Child 
Protective Services—but it doesn't mean she'll stay. Mom will 
come back. Mom always comes back. And Stevie will be there 
when she does. But when Stevie meets Alan—frustrating and 
fascinating and so-different-from-everyone-she-knows Alan—
and she starts helping out at the bird rehab center, things 
begin to look different. Even the tutoring and the ridiculous 
outfits Aunt Mindy's forcing her into might not be so bad. Not 
that Stevie would say it out loud. She can't. Because how can 
anything be good if it doesn't include Mom? 

  



 

Wherever You Go Davis, Heather 4.2 

A poignant story about making peace with the past and 
opening your heart to love. Seventeen-year-old Holly Mullen 
has felt lost and lonely ever since her boyfriend, Rob, died in a 
tragic accident. But she has no idea that as she goes about her 
days, Rob's ghost is watching over her. He isn't happy when he 
sees his best friend, Jason, trying to get close to Holly—but as 
a ghost, he can do nothing to stop it. As their uncertain new 
relationship progresses, the past comes back to haunt Holly 
and Jason. Her Alzheimer's-stricken grandfather claims to be 
communicating with the ghost of Rob. Could the messages he 
has for Holly be real? And if so, how can the loved ones Rob 
left behind help his tortured soul make it to the other side? 

 

Robopocalypse Wilson, Daniel H. 4.9 

In this terrifying tale of humanity's desperate stand against a 
robot uprising, Daniel H. Wilson has written the most 
entertaining sci-fi thriller in years. 
 
Not far into our future, the dazzling technology that runs our 
world turns against us. Controlled by a childlike—yet 
massively powerful—artificial intelligence known as Archos, 
the global network of machines on which our world has grown 
dependent suddenly becomes an implacable, deadly foe. At 
Zero Hour—the moment the robots attack—the human race is 
almost annihilated, but as its scattered remnants regroup, 
humanity for the first time unites in a determined effort to 
fight back. This is the oral history of that conflict, told by an 
international cast of survivors who experienced this long and 
bloody confrontation with the machines. Brilliantly conceived 
and amazingly detailed, Robopocalypse is an action-packed 
epic with chilling implications about the real technology that 
surrounds us. 

  



 

Extremely Loud 
and Incredibly 
Close 

Foer, Jonathan 
Safran 

4.7 

Nine-year-old Oskar Schell has embarked on an urgent, secret 
mission that will take him through the five boroughs of New 
York. His goal is to find the lock that matches a mysterious key 
that belonged to his father who died in the World Trade 
Center on the morning of September 11. This seemingly 
impossible task will bring Oskar into contact with survivors of 
all sorts of an exhilarating, affecting, often hilarious, and 
ultimately healing journey. 

 

The Lost Hero Riordan, Rick 4.5 

Jason has a problem. He doesn't remember anything before 
waking up on a school bus holding hands with a girl. 
Apparently she's his girlfriend Piper, his best friend is a kid 
named Leo, and they're all students in the Wilderness School, 
a boarding school for "bad kids." What he did to end up here, 
Jason has no idea-except that everything seems very wrong. 

  



 

The Berenstain 
Bears and the 
Messy Room 

Berenstain, Stan 4.1 

Come for a visit in Bear Country with this classic First Time 
Book® from Stan and Jan Berenstain. Mama and Papa are 
frustrated that Brother and Sister can't seem to pick up after 
themselves. Will the cubs ever learn to clean up their messes? 
This beloved story is a perfect way to teach children about 
tidying up, organization, and taking good care of their 
belongings. 

 

The Lemonade 
War 

Davies, Jacqueline 4.1 

For a full hour, he poured lemonade. The world is a thirsty 
place, he thought as he nearly emptied his fourth pitcher of 
the day. And I am the Lemonade King. 
 
Fourth-grader Evan Treski is people-smart. He's good at talking 
with people, even grownups. His younger sister, Jessie, on the 
other hand, is math-smart, but not especially good with 
people. So when the siblings' lemonade stand war begins, 
there really is no telling who will win—or even if their fight will 
ever end. Brimming with savvy marketing tips for making 
money at any business, definitions of business terms, charts, 
diagrams, and even math problems, this fresh, funny, 
emotionally charged novel subtly explores how arguments can 
escalate beyond anyone's intent. 

  



 

Smokin' 
Seventeen: A 
Stephanie Plum 
Novel 

Evanovich, Janet 4.2 

Where there's smoke there's fire, and no one knows this 
better than New Jersey bounty hunter Stephanie Plum. 
 
Dead bodies are showing up in shallow graves on the empty 
construction lot of Vincent Plum Bail Bonds. No one is sure 
who the killer is, or why the victims have been offed, but what 
is clear is that Stephanie's name is on the killer's list. 
 
Short on time to find evidence proving the killer's identity, 
Stephanie faces further complications when her family and 
friends decide that it's time for her to choose between her 
longtime off-again-on-again boyfriend, Trenton cop Joe 
Morelli, and the bad boy in her life, security expert Ranger. 
Stephanie's mom is encouraging Stephanie to dump them 
both and choose a former high school football star who's just 
returned to town. Stephanie's sidekick, Lula, is encouraging 
Stephanie to have a red-hot boudoir "bake-off." And Grandma 
Bella, Morelli's old-world grandmother, is encouraging 
Stephanie to move to a new state when she puts "the eye" on 
Stephanie. 
 
With a cold-blooded killer after her, a handful of hot men, and 
a capture list that includes a dancing bear and a senior citizen 
vampire, Stephanie's life looks like it's about to go up in 
smoke. 

  



 

Emily Windsnap 
and the Siren's 
Secret 

Kessler, Liz 4.0 

Follow the siren call to Emily's magical new adventure! Can 
the spunky half-mer girl pass Neptune's test—and help 
humans and merpeople get along? (Ages 8-12) 
 
Emily Windsnap is finally enjoying a swimmingly peaceful life 
on Allpoints Island, hanging out with her mermaid BFF, Shona, 
and her new friend Aaron (half-merperson like herself ). But 
their idyll is cut short when Emily learns that the Windsnaps 
and friends must return to their old home in Brightport, where 
construction projects are threatening a secret mermaid 
community under the sea. Neptune's mandate? No less than 
an interspecies intervention to bring merpeople and humans 
together, a task the imperious god feels the mixed Windsnap 
family is well suited for. There are just a few snags for Emily, 
however, like dealing with old nemeses Mandy and Mr. 
Beeston, figuring out her feelings toward Aaron, and 
untangling a high-suspense mystery related to a group of 
legendary lost sirens. Everyone's favorite half-mermaid is back 
with a splash in a sparkling new adventure her fans will be 
eager to get their fins on. 

 

A Tale Dark and 
Grimm 

Gidwitz, Adam 4.6 

In this mischievous and utterly original debut, Hansel and 
Gretel walk out of their own story and into eight other classic 
Grimm-inspired tales. As readers follow the siblings through a 
forest brimming with menacing foes, they learn the true story 
behind (and beyond) the bread crumbs, edible houses, and 
outwitted witches. 
Fairy tales have never been more irreverent or subversive as 
Hansel and Gretel learn to take charge of their destinies and 
become the clever architects of their own happily ever after. 

  



 

Ghetto Cowboy Neri, G. 4.0 

A street-smart tale about a displaced teen who learns to 
defend what's right-the Cowboy Way. 
 
When Cole's mom dumps him in the mean streets of 
Philadelphia to live with the dad he's never met, the last thing 
Cole expects to see is a horse, let alone a stable full of them. 
He may not know much about cowboys, but what he knows 
for sure is that cowboys aren't black, and they don't live in the 
inner city. But in his dad's 'hood, horses are a way of life, and 
soon Cole's days of skipping school and getting in trouble in 
Detroit have been replaced by shoveling muck and trying not 
to get stomped on. At first, all Cole can think about is how to 
ditch these ghetto cowboys and get home. But when the City 
threatens to shut down the stables— and take away the horse 
Cole has come to think of as his own— he knows that it's time 
to step up and fight back. Inspired by the little-known urban 
riders of Philly and Brooklyn, this compelling tale of latter -day 
cowboy justice champions a world where your friends always 
have your back, especially when the chips are down. 

 

Diabolical Smith, Cynthia 
Leitich 

4.6 

Prepare for a hell of a ride as Cynthia Leitich Smith calls on 
characters from her previous novels - and conjures up new 
ones - for a climactic showdown. When "slipped" angel 
Zachary and his werewolf pal, Kieren, arrive under suspicious 
circumstances to a mysterious New England boarding school, 
they quickly find themselves in a hellish lockdown with an 
intriguing assortment of secretive, hand-picked students. 
Plagued by demon dogs, hallucinatory wall décor, a sadistic 
instructor, and a legendary fire-breathing monster, will they 
somehow manage to escape? Or will the devil have his due? 
Best-selling author Cynthia Leitich Smith unites heroes from 
the previous three novels in the Tantalize Series - including 
Zachary's girl, Miranda, and Kieren's love, Quincie - along with 
a fascinating cast of all-new characters for a suspenseful, 
action-packed clash between the forces of heaven and hell. 

  



 

Solar System Hamilton, S.L. 4.5 
Introduces readers to the history and future of outer 
space exploration. 

 


